
Crafting Passion with Alice - finger knitting

Circus Passion with Mandy

Dance Passion with Vicki

Passion Project Tahi 2023
Waitati School



Manaaki Papatūānuki Passion with Bex              Hakinakina with Bec Des Fountain and 
                                                                         Lunchtime games with Jess

Animal Care with Haidee

Ceramics with Mikaela
 

Passion Projects at Waitati School usually happen for 5 Fridays per term from 9am -
12.30am. This term there are 4 Fridays due to Easter falling on the last one.  Teachers
notice what ākonga are interested in, and look far and wide to find amazing people to
teach.  



What learning is happening here?
It is really important that children have opportunity to follow their passions. Passion
Projects have synergy with play.  Play gives children a chance to learn about themselves
and others.  Children are more likely to persist in learning a new skill they are enjoying.
 
This developing perseverance is linked to our value of Rangatiratanga, striving to reach
goals.  We all know that feeling of starting a new skill and how exciting that is, and then
that feeling when it becomes so hard you just want to give up.  Learning involves
persevering even through the times we want to give up and celebrating small
incremental improvements in our new skill.  Persevering is a disposition required in order
to reach goals.  Reaching even the small goal, builds confidence.  Learning a new skill is
one of the 5-ways of wellbeing we teach children at Waitati school.  
 
The other really important learning that comes from Passion projects is seeing ākonga
shine.  The projects give children opportunity to discover what they want to learn and
what they are good at.  Throughout Passion Projects, there are many opportunities for
recognising a variety of skills that we might not otherwise see.  Passion Projects build
confidence.  
 
Lastly, Passion Projects are transdisciplinary, meaning they incorporate many subjects
within them. Children have a chance to practice and integrate skills learnt throughout the
week such as reading/writing and math.  For example, Hakinakina (sports), includes
movement (PE), reading about different games and talking together. It includes Maths,
when children hear and use vocabulary around distance, time and groupings of number. 
Dispositions include collaboration, negotiation and patience, this links to our value of
Manaakitanga.  
 
Passion Projects grows our learners in many different ways.
 
I have listed some of the New Zealand Curriculum learning goals at the end of this post,
that will apply to some of our learners depending on what Passion Project they are
involved with. 
 

What will the next steps of learning be?
We hope you will have a talk with your learner and ask them to reflect on their day.  
 

 
This term we are lucky to have three new volunteers, Vicky, Mandy and Alice along with
our Waitati school staff. If you see them around, please say thank you.
 
The  Passion Teachers, work with small groups of learners to teach new and developing
skills, ending up with a product, or performance to show everyone. 
 
At the beginning of the day I heard several children saying how excited they were. 
There is always a buzz around the school on Passion days.
 
 



Some helpful questions to discuss might include;
 
1. Tell me what bought you joy today, what did you love? 
2. What was something really tricky you did in Passion Projects today?  How did you
keep going with it when it was so tricky? 
3. What did you say to your teacher and friends that was respectful?
 
Next Passion Projects I will try and give you more specific information for each passion.
Please feel free to pop in on a Friday to have a look.
 
 

NZC - The Arts (School)

Level 2: Identify and describe dance in their lives and in their communities.

Level 3: Explore and describe dances from a variety of cultures.

Level 1: Demonstrate an awareness that drama serves a variety of purposes in their lives and in their
communities.

Level 2: Identify and describe how drama serves a variety of purposes in their lives and in their
communities.

Level 1: Contribute and develop ideas in drama, using personal experience and imagination.

Level 1: Explore and share ideas about music from a range of sound environments and recognise that
music serves a variety of purposes and functions in their lives and in their communities.

NZC - Health and Physical Education (School)

Level 2: Practise movement skills and demonstrate the ability to link them in order to perform movement
sequences.

Level 1: Develop a wide range of movement skills, using a variety of equipment and play environments.

Level 3: Develop more complex movement sequences and strategies in a range of situations.

Level 2: Describe their stages of growth and their development needs and demonstrate increasing
responsibility for self-care.

NZC - Mathematics and Statistics (School)

Level 1: Order and compare objects or events by length, area, volume and capacity, weight (mass), turn
(angle), temperature, and time by direct comparison and/or counting whole numbers of units.

Waitati School Values (School)



Resilient Self Managing Striving to Reach Goals Considerate Happy with Yourself Self Belief

NZC - English (School)

Level 2: Recognises connections between oral, written, and visual language.

Level 3: Recognises and understands the connections between oral, written, and visual language.

 


