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Wow - half way through the term.  The weather has been beautiful and the children have
enjoyed playing outside. I found some amazing huts in the swamp which tells me children are
leading their own play.  This is so important.  I can’t emphasise enough how important play is

to their social and emotional development.

Here is a link to a youtube clip about the why of play.
It is 45 minutes long but super interesting.

A garden neatly placed beside the hut.  Many other parts
of a village.  All show much thinking, social organisation.

The evidence of play.  A well built hut.  Grass starting to be threaded through it.  A lovely path leading
up to the door.
Along with the huts, play has come challenges like;  negotiating space, who owns what and
how to play alongside others.  These conversations allow practice with negotiating, working
together to solve problems in a safe way and learning to understand another's perspective.  We
unpack these types of topics within circle time.  This week for our Tuakana (older students) we
have been talking about the difference between positive friendship groups and cliques.  If you
are interested in finding out more about this topic here is a link to ‘helping kids cope with
Cliques’.
Assessment
Twice a year we collate all our assessment for math/writing/reading and make an OTJ (overall
teacher judgement).  We use a mix of formal tests and samples from projects so we see skill in
context.  We want to see what our learners can do independently and what their next steps are.
For more information see here.
How you will receive the information about learning
The communication about your child/ren’s learning will be sent to you via Educa on Monday
12th December.  It contains a graph showing where your child's level is for reading/writing and
math in regards to the New Zealand Curriculum, plus a comment from their home room
teacher and the Principal.  Along with this, you will be receiving a learning story based on your
child as a learner and their strengths.  There will also be a learning story from their Passion
Project.  Remember that you can access their learning progress throughout the year on Educa
under a tab called ‘Goals’.  Within the learning stories, the piece called “what learning is
happening here’, also makes links to subjects and levels that they are learning about.
Once you have received the information you are welcome to come and talk with your child’s
teacher.  Please email for a time as we are not setting this up formally.  From 2023 we move to
Three Way Conferences in Term 1 and Term 3.  Term 1,  2023 will be a goal setting session where
you can discuss last year's learning and Term 3 is a re-visit to see progress and set new goals.  If
your child has an IEP, (individual education plan) we will try and meet with you before the end
of the year to set things up for 2023.  If your child has started school recently, you will
receive a learning story.
If you require further information please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or Tara.
Tara O’Neill

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ux_FEHokV6I&t=318s
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/cliques.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/cliques.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XyNd942t5aLc_Px8CSnMUWgUcitcq77u7QhVN9OxS_o/edit


What's Happening Around School
Drama Production
A Modern Christmas Carol - 9am Tuesday 22 Nov.
Next week we are lucky to have Dunstan College year 10 drama class coming to perform a
modern take of the Christmas story, at the Waitati Hall. The cost is one can of food.
Cricket Lessons
Jaiden Chhika is the Play and Sport Activator and teaming up with Otago Cricket to bring free
workshops to Dunedin Schools.  Thursday 24th November.  Otago Cricket run a Smash Play
program for years 0-2 and a Girls Smash and Summer Smash for years 3-6. More information
on the day.
Passion Projects
Today is the last day of Passion Projects for the year.  What a wonderful time we have had over
the last five weeks.  Next week our learners will be in their classes on a Friday.

Coming up on Friday 2nd of December at 2pm is our newest production
called “Birds of a Feather”, all are invited to the Waitati Hall.  Please be seated
by 1.50 pm.

CALENDAR Term 4 2022
Click here for the online calendar

Week 6
Mon 21 Nov PTA AGM 3pm.
Tue 22 Nov Deadline for lunch orders by

midday.
Dunstan High “A Modern
Christmas Carol - Waitati Hall.

Wed 23 Nov Tech DNI.
Thu 24 Nov School lunch delivery.

Cricket coaching.
Fri 25 Nov Guitar, ukulele and piano lessons.

Orange Parade for all Road
Patrollers.

Week 7
Mon 28 Nov Wine and Cheese Evening - all

welcome,  a school values
consultation. 5.30 - 6.30 at school.

Tue 29 Nov Deadline for lunch orders by
midday.
Junior Athletics Day Palmerston
9.30am - More info to come.

Wed 30 Nov Tech DNI.
Thu 0 1 Dec School lunch delivery.
Fri 02 Dec Guitar, ukulele and piano lessons.

1.50 pm School Production -
Birds of a feather at the Hall.

https://waitati.blog/2017/03/05/waitati-school-calendar/


PTA

Important date for your diary! PTA AGM Monday 21st November
at 3.10pm in the School Kitchen - All welcome - please come

along and meet with us!

We urgently need more parents / caregivers to come along and
help support the PTA in its fundraising activities.
You can become as involved as much or as little as you like - join the
PTA Committee or provide ideas for fundraisers,  give some time to help run our fundraiser
activities.  Meetings are usually once a term, held immediately after school in the school
kitchen.  The PTA provides funding to support “out of the classroom experiences” and the “nice
to haves”.  This year we have purchased picnic tables, window blinds for Kapuka, chapter books,
5 iPads, provided funding for camps (ski and Kurow) and a Mapounui’s class outing.
Upcoming PTA Fundraiser - Waitati School Tea Towel
Our ākonga are busy drawing their self portraits to be printed on our school tea towel. We hope
to have the tea towel ready in the next few weeks and will take orders then.  This makes a great
Christmas gift for family members!
End of Year Celebration 2022 - Friday 16 December at 6pm at the Waitati Hall. All Welcome.

NOTICES

Speed Management Plan, Waitati
Consultation on a  Speed management plan for Waitati School. Link to fill
out form is at end of this.

The Dunedin City Council is now seeking public feedback on a speed
management plan that is primarily focused on creating safe and
appropriate speeds around schools.

The Interim Speed Management Plan (ISMP) will be used to implement
speed limit changes over the next 18 months, to meet new regulations
and align with the Waka Kotahi ‘Road to Zero’ national road safety
strategy. The regulations require a reduction in speed limits around all
Dunedin schools, with an interim target of 40% of schools in a reduced
speed zone by 2024.

DCC General Manager Infrastructure and Development Simon Drew says
schools have been approached and have provided feedback on their
respective proposed zone, and now is the time to seek public feedback.
“These changes are required to meet road safety regulations, so this
consultation is about ensuring that we have a wide range of feedback
from the public on whether the extent of the speed zones is fit for
purpose, and whether the zones should be variable or fixed.”
The ISMP proposes a speed limit of 30km/h for all Dunedin school zones.
The zones are based on typical or expected routes for children and
caregivers to safely get to school, whether by walking, cycling, or by car.
“In some cases, we are proposing that schools sit within a wider 30km/h
permanent (all day, every day) speed zone, and other schools are within
variable school zones where the speed limit will be reduced to 30km/h
during school drop off and pick up times.” ( Waitati )

Public feedback will be considered by the Council early next year before
the ISMP is adopted. The DCC will develop and consult in 2023 on the full
Speed Management Plan (2024-2034) which considers the entire city.
The consultation closes on Friday 9 December 2022. All information,
including an online feedback form, can be found at
www.dunedin.govt.nz/speed-review.

Blueskin Nurseries & Cafe - School
Lunch
Please remember to place your
orders by midday on Tuesdays for a
Thursday delivery. You can place
your order at the cafe and pay there
in the usual ways or if you cannot
make it to the cafe, then you can drop
an order form and cash payment into
the
Office.

School photos are now
ready to order! Get free
delivery if you order
before Tuesday.

Check your emails for
the link and password.
A huge thanks to Sinead for these
amazing pictures.

https://www.dunedin.govt.nz/news-and-events/public-notices/currently-consulting-on/current-consultations/interim-speed-management-plan

