
Light the mind, Fire the heart, Engage the whānau

Newsletter 14th April 2022

ora whānau,
Let’s celebrate Term 1.  What an amazing term. Everyone is settled into their learning

spaces and have built trust with their teachers.  There is lots of learning happening.  School is a
very busy place.  There have been many highlights.  Going to camp together was a highlight.
Then finishing the spaces and settling into routine has been satisfying.  Having our first
assembly and afternoon tea together as a school community.

Thank you for your understanding and support during Term 1. The  changes in regards to
Covid-19 haven’t been easy.  As we move now to Traffic light orange, and more freedoms are
given I will update you on the Board’s decision over mask wearing during Week 2 of the
holidays.

We focus on wellbeing at Waitati school.  How are you?  Wasn’t it great to have Term 1
assembly together?  Wasn’t it lovely to have time to talk together.  We have missed you.  There
is so much to celebrate.  I want to acknowledge for everyone but especially our new parents,
how challenging it has been with missing out on chatting at the school gate getting to know
others.

I hope you enjoy reading about your child’s learning in Term 1.   Look out for these posts
through Educa.  All learners should have completed their learning goals.  Most learners will
have at least two learning posts from Term 1.  One on mathematics and one on their projects.
The teachers put a lot of care into these posts and they show how proud they are of each
child’s progress.  The posts link the learning  to the NZ curriculum.  They show what level your
child has covered in their learning.  It is a more indepth way of sharing how your child is
progressing.  You will see learning in context, where it means something.  You will see links to
different skills and curriculum levels.  In the past we focused a lot on progression of children
moving from level 1 to level 2 to level 3 by a certain age.  But we now know that learning
sometimes jumps.  In some areas, children can be at level 1 and others at level 3.  They make
progress at different times of their childhood.

The most important part of the learning stories are the values your child shows.  The
values or dispositions are how they learn.  Knowing how to learn is powerful.  It is good for
wellbeing.  Beliefs like “ I am a learner.  I can learn.  I do make mistakes and I know that is
normal.  I learn from my mistakes”, play a part in lifelong learning.   It would be really great if
you could read the learning stories with your child.

Term 2 learning stories will be around reading and another project.  At the end of Term 2
you will also receive an update on how your child is progressing through reading, writing and
maths in the form of a graph.  You will be invited to a three-way conference with your child and
their teacher and yourself.  You will review the learning goals set this term and make new ones.

As always, if you have a concern, email or phone and book in time to see the teachers.  If
we don’t respond, keep trying.

As you will know by now Kat Frankpitt has resigned from teaching Mon- Wed in
Mapounui.  We have appointed a new teacher.  Maria Trotter.



Now the school has opened up to orange level, we can have parent helpers again.  If you
would like to help during the week please sing out.  We can always use support to listen to
readers, to support writers or tidy up books or areas in school.  Or later on in Term 2 we will
require help to make lanterns.  This is always such a special time.

Chrome books - We are keeping Chrome books at school over the Easter holiday.  This is
so we can maintain them.  If you have them at home that is perfectly fine, just bring them back
Term 2.  If you develop Covid-19 over the holidays,  please let us know and if needed we can
drop them off to you at the beginning of Term 2.

Have a lovely Easter Break and we look forward to seeing you back on Monday May 2nd.
We are super excited about our Term 2 project based learning about our environment.  Ko au
te whenua, te whenua ko au - I am the land and the land is me.  We are looking at restoring our
wetland, NZ history and Enviroschools Me and My Environment.  Along with Reading, writing,
maths and Navigating the Journey.  For Passion projects, we are finishing off Term 1 groups and
holding an exhibition. We are starting on lantern making for Matariki.  We also start our music
programme on Fridays and complete our Creatives in Schools project on Kai Tahu creation
story.  Phew, have a good rest because Term 2 is going to be full on.

Ka kite ano
Tara



NEWS FROM AROUND THE SCHOOL

Elayna and Enzo leading
the assembly. Thank you.
You did a fabulous job.

Porporoaki, saying
goodbye to Kat.
Our new space opened
up to fit every one in.

Whanau at school again.  We had a
lovely afternoon tea.

Angus sharing his project on
empires and leaders

Freda’s project about me on rocks
and minerals

Project work on
spiders.

Atlas with a story written
at home with Dad.
Beautiful learning.  Great
parenting!

Oliver is such an inspiration with our
younger learners.  Oliver is a  sort after
Tuakana friend.  He is so patient and can
pretty much solve any problem.  Thanks
for being an amazing leader at Waitati
School Oliver.

Explicit maths
lesson on
counting with
Haidee.



Mapounui students have been learning
about orientation and position for maths.
They put this into use by creating treasure
hunts for other students.

Working hard on making 10’s.
Mapounui.  A practice task given by the
teacher.  We also see children using maths in
our Powerful Play in the morning and
afternoons.

Bee Club sharing their learning to each class.  Thanks Pete
for your time you give to this project.

Every second Friday for an hour the school is split into four groups and the teachers take them
for cooperative games and/or activities.

Sort of like house groups.
Kotahitanga, Manakitanga, Rangatiratanga and Turangawaewae.

Pokemon club - Wednesday lunchtimes with Tara.



For Sale at the Office
Waitati Gold Honey

$10 for 250g
Fundraiser for the Bee Club

to help supply further
equipment

CASH ONLY PLEASE

PRIZEGIVING

Huatea
Turangawaewae - Freda - noticing when things need to be tidied up or put back in their place
and doing it without asking.
Kotahitanga - Robbie - motivated and happy to work with others on projects and for his own
project.
Rangatiratanga - Mckyla - working hard in class consistently shines through in learning.
Manaakitanga - Banjo - kind and respectful towards others at all times.

Kapuka
Turangawaewae - Hamish - Self-belief and Happy with myself.
Kotahitanga - Koha - Open to learning and striving to reach goals.
Rangatiratanga - BB - Managing herself and being brave.
Manaakitanga - Huia - for showing kindness and aroha.

Mihiwaka
Turangawaewae - Toby - for engaging so fully in the Ko te Awa Wi Passion Project and
showing great pride in our school environment.
Kotahitanga - Brooklyn - for using initiative and being endlessly helpful in the classroom and
the playground.
Rangatiratanga - Blake - for showing great self management and being a good role model for
classroom learning.
Manaakitanga - Lucy - for being so kind and considerate, and always looking out for her mates.

Mapounui
Turangawaewae - Neave - for being environmentally wise. You have shown such fantastic
leadership during passion projects this term.  You have been amazing with demonstrating how
we can look after our school environment and you show such quiet yet determined pride
whilst doing this.
Kotahitanga - Eli - for having such a positive attitude towards learning. You approach every
subject you do with a keenness and give everything 100%. You can work well with everyone in
the class and will help anyone who needs it.
Rangatiratanga - Enzo - for showing a quiet confidence and mana throughout the school.
Your emerging leadership skills have been so great to watch. You have a calm and empathetic
way of supporting and guiding others.  Keep up the good work.
Manaakitanga - Joy - for being so respectful towards everyone you come across.  You have a
kind and caring nature and approach everything you do with a positive attitude.

Principal Award - Joy - for outstanding leadership and friendship.
Golden Feather Award - Elmer - for stepping up and turning up.

- Jeremy for improvement all round.



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Summer may be over, but the start of the school year brought with it some beautiful
autumn days. It's amazing that it is the end of Term One already! The Board of Trustees (BoT) is
made up of five parent representatives, one teacher representative (Bex) and the lovely Laura
takes notes. At the meetings our Principal Tara updates us on the progress of various projects
which are linked to learning, school values and the strategic plan. Tara and the BoT work
together to discuss the financial situation, update policies, maintenance, and plan future
projects.  I am choosing to tell you about the most exciting bits here... but if you want to read
more, the Board minutes are publicly available on the school website.

In the first meeting we talked about the outdoor play spaces and things that need fixing
and decided to have a working bee to get some simple but important jobs done - we hope to
see you on Sunday 1st May at 10am - 1pm. We will be wheel barrowing bark under the flying fox,
clearing gutters, fixing the basketball hoop and more. We have a very limited maintenance
budget, so any help is really welcomed.  Thank you to all those who came and helped on the
postponed day, we really appreciate it.

At the second meeting I reported on my recent trip with my children Fin and Emily to
the new pump track at Karitane School - it is amazing, and they loved it, but I was a bit chicken!
We have the opportunity to have a pump track like that at our school, but will need to do a lot
of work raising the funds. Suggested homework...go check out the Karitane pump track over
the holidays... I think the enthusiasm will follow!

Finally, we are starting to think about the Board elections on 7th September and we
want you to think about them too. Every three years a Board is elected, by the school
community, to govern the school. Think about nominating yourself or encourage someone you
know to step-up. Our school needs good people at the helm to work alongside and support
the Principal, to maintain our fabulous Kura.

Have a lovely Easter break.

Katie Peppercorn (Presiding Member, Board of Trustees)

PTA

PTA Fundraiser
We will be running a silent auction at the start of Term 2 to win a caged trailer full of firewood
(75% pine, 25% Leylan Cyprus)
Instructions on how to place your bid will be sent out in first week of term

We need more parents / caregivers to come along and help support the

PTA activities.

You can become as involved as much or as little as you like - join the PTA

Committee or provide ideas for fundraisers, give some time to help run our
fundraiser activities.
Follow the PTA Facebook page or chat to Kirby, Estelle, Holly.

Property Update
Over the holidays the builders/ electricians/ plumbers are finishing off the work on the school
buildings.  They are putting in outdoor safety lights.  Completely rewiring the school, putting in
a new switch board, and adding a drain in from the new deck on Kapuka.  Painters from
Dunedin Paint and Restoration are painting the outside of Kapuka and Kilimoko.

https://waitati.wordpress.com/board-members/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/413258466735031


CALENDAR For our online calendar: Click Here

Term 1
Week 11
Thu 14  Apr Last Day of Term

Blueskin School Lunch delivery
End of second Enrolment Period

Fri  15 Apr Good Friday - SCHOOL CLOSED
Holidays 15th April - 1st May

Sunday 1st May - Working Bee *NEW DATE

Term 2
Week 1
Mon 2 May First day back to school
Week 2
Mon 16 May Swimming starts again.   Afternoon sessions.

Fri 3 Jun Queen’s Birthday weekend - SCHOOL CLOSED for Teachers only day.
Monday 6 Jun                     Queen’s Birthday day.  School closed.
Wed 22 Jun                         Matariki Lantern Parade from Waitati School to Bland Park followed by a supper together.
Thu 23 Jun                           School closed  Thursday 23 for Teachers only day and
Fri 24th Jun                         Matariki Public Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED

NOTICES

Maori Hill Country Junior
Football
Are looking for more 8 year olds
to play this winter season.
Matches take place on
Saturdays and the first game is
30th April. Please contact
Catherine Sheehan on
cathandglenn18@gmail.com /
0273003651.

https://waitati.wordpress.com/2017/03/05/waitati-school-calendar/

