
25th June 2021

Tena Koutou Katoa,

I would like to welcome three children to Waitati School. Arthur, who has big brother Toby at school and has started in
Mapounui. Then sisters, Autumn-Rose and Luna who have started in Huatea. Their mum is Cassandra and partner
James. Please give them a warm welcome when you see them.

Over the last few weeks the teachers have focused on assessing each student in reading, writing and maths,
then collating these assessments. These along with other information teachers gain from the classroom such as
observations, learning practice books and writing learning stories, provide a rich picture of your child. They use this
information to make a judgement on where each ākonga sits in relation to the New Zealand Curriculum expectations
for reading, writing and maths.

There is a lot of thought that goes into this process and from it, the teachers write what each learner can do
currently and what their next learning steps will include. Teachers know if your child will make expected progress by
the end of the year and if they need extra support to achieve that progress and what this support could look like. We
are asking that you as parents become ‘active participants’ in this process and talk with your child about their
learning. We encourage all parents to write supportive comments on Educa, and talk with your child about the
progress report. This is an opportunity to celebrate your child, examples of this could be “I really like the way you
have…. “You are working so hard in…… “I am really proud of you because…..”

Most of all, remember that we are dealing with human beings who develop at different rates, some taking
more than a year to reach a goal and some taking less time. Progress in learning doesn’t just happen in the neat
package of a year.

When you go to the conference with your child’s teacher next week, they have added onto the report a few
things they want to talk about as a starter. It is fine to go with your child or without, whatever you feel comfortable
with. I personally would encourage you to take your child because it is their learning you are talking about and we
know if they are invested in the learning they will make more progress.

Working in partnership with your child’s academic skills, sits with our school values, which give direction as to
how children learn. These dispositions are the motor of learning. Educa and the learning stories are a good way of
sharing these dispositions in a real context. For our Year 4 children and up, they can post learning examples and
reflections onto Educa to share with you. The purpose of learning stories is to show how our school values and
dispositions carry academic learning in real world learning.

As a board, we have been discussing reporting to parents. We are striving for a balance where parents have
understanding and confidence in their children’s growth, realising that the dispositions, values and academic
outcomes are intrinsically entwined. Thank you to those who took part in our survey. This has helped us organise a
good level of engagement and communication.

What is the purpose of reporting? Well, our mission statement - what we are trying to achieve is -

Light the Mind,

Fire the Heart,

Engage the Whānau.

What do we want to see? Our Whānau will be engaged participants, who enjoy learning and want to come to school.

What do we value?

Manaakitanga - Care and respect for our school whānau and community

Turangawaewae - A sense of connectedness

Rangatiratanga - Developing leadership

Kotahitanga - A sense of unity.



We would hope our reporting covers all these things in a meaningful way.  Yes, where is my child learning and

is it inspiring them, are they enjoying their learning, and are they engaged? I know if they are engaged, they are more

likely to learn. Yes, how do they learn? Are they showing a sense of connectedness in the learning (Turangawaewae),

so it isn’t just a maths sum alone but sometimes, a project which helps them to use the maths sum to help build

something for real, like a bike track. Having a purpose for learning is very important. Are they able to lead themselves

(Rangatiratanga), to practice writing a spelling word, even though it’s boring and then use that spelling word to write

a poster to save a Kaka?

Learning is a whole process which at school we separate out and report to you in different ways. I hope you

enjoy reading your child’s report, and also take time to read the learning stories on Educa  and come to a conference

with your child’s teacher and speak face to face.

Finally, can I just say that I have looked at the whole school’s progress and it is very impressive. I would like to

share some high level data with you. I collate all the OTJ’s - Overall Teacher Judgements, and work out where each

child is in relation to the New Zealand Curriculum and then work out how many ākonga are at or above and how

many are working towards. Ākonga still have over half a year of learning to go, that is why we project on to the end of

the year.

Term Two Calendar Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com

Week 8
Friday 25th June Book Fair at Blueskin Playcentre 11 - 2pm
Saturday 26th June Book Fair at Blueskin Playcentre 11 - 2pm
Sunday 27th June Book Fair at Blueskin Playcentre 11 - 2pm
Week 9
Monday 28th June Swimming lessons at Moana Pool.  1pm - 2pm.  Leave school 12.15 return by 2.40

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences 3pm - 7pm.
Tuesday 29th June Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences 1pm - 5pm
Wednesday 30th June Goldilocks ‘ala Mozart at Waitati Hall  10.30am   Opera Otago performance at

Waitati Hall
Friday 2nd July                               Teachers Only Day - NO SCHOOL
Week 10
Monday 5th July Swimming lessons at Moana Pool. 1pm - 2pm.  Leave school 12.40 return by 2.40
Friday 9th July Passion Projects

Final Assembly - 2pm at Waitati Hall
School Holidays 11th July until 25th July.

Term 3
Week 1 Back to school Monday 26th July
Friday 30th July Puaka Matariki Lantern Festival 6pm start, bring a plate for a shared dinner.  All

welcome.

http://www.waitati.wordpress.com


NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

A group of
Tuakana(senior)
students at a
hui with Scarlett
Hagen from
Bike School
discuss a plan
for a track at
Waitati School.
A questionnaire
will be coming
your way soon.

Congratulations to Olivia
who won a Gold Medal for
Ice Skating Elementary
under 12’s. Plus a cup for
winning the Under 12’s
and for Best Interpretation
with music.  Olivia shared
that she practices every
two days, and has been
ice-skating for 5 years.
Olivia shows our school
Value of Rangatiratanga,
resilience and self
management to keep on
practicing.

We said goodbye to Max and their family Kate and Jason. Max is off to DNI.  The
family have been with Waitati School for a number of years now.  Max is a
student who totally shows our Waitati Values and we will miss them.                 .

Thank you to Lochie and
Fergus for running a games
workshop during
Wednesday afternoon,
while the teachers were
away. Bea ran a board
games workshop and
Samuel a sand pit workshop.
Great leadership.

LUNCHTIME PHOTOS OUT & ABOUT



WAITATI SCHOOL PTA

Please note that there is no sausage sizzle on Friday 2nd July as the school is closed. The last sausage sizzle this
term is on Friday 9th July.

If you can help on the day then please contact the PTA directly.

The account for donations is 03-1726-0008823-000

NOTICES

Ski Camp Car Wash Fundraiser

Coming up Saturday July 3rd and Sunday July 4th, Market Day

Please continue to support year 7 and 8 to raise funds for their ski camp
next term.

Skool Loop App for Absences
Remember you can still use the Skool Loop app for the
remainder of the year. If you download the app to your
phone, you can quickly send us information directly
about absences.



Scholastic Book Fair

Please come and support our Book Fair. The money we
raise is going into new books for Waitati School.

Open today, tomorrow and Sunday 11 am - 2 pm

This Week’s Blueskin Nurseries Café Lunch
Ham and cheese pizza $2.20 per slice

Pineapple & cheese pizza $2.20 per slice

Vegetarian Sausage rolls  $4.50 (Plant based Curried
cauliflower)
Blueberry & vanilla Muffin  $3.50

Mental Health Foundation
Congratulations to everyone involved with the bake sale
in Mihiwaka for Pink Shirt Day and the Mental Health
Foundation.

You raised a whopping $236!

Teacher Only Day - Friday 2nd July


