
28th May 2021

Dear Whānau,

We are at the end of week four already.  Another great week of learning. Thank you for your support and

partnership with us. You all contribute to an amazing community and I often reflect on how grateful I am to be

working with you.  Nga Mihi Koutou.

Whānau Hui

We had a meaningful gathering with our whānau who are Māori.  We heard about Waitati School’s journey from

Antony.  We heard from Adam Keane the Whanau Navigator at Puketeraki Marae. Adam shared about help that

was available if needed. Don’t be shy. Talk with Tara. We will meet again on Monday 5th July.

Educa and Reporting to Parents

One of the reasons we moved to Educa was to open up the learning for you to see it more clearly. As outlined in

our “Plan for 2021 and beyond” that was sent out last year, engaging you is of utmost importance. One thing we

learnt from COVID-19 lockdown is how powerful partnership in learning is. Educa is a communication tool that

allows ākonga, whānau and kaiako to communicate and stay informed about the learning journey more than twice

a year. Some whanau are uploading their own stories, acknowledging that learning happens at home, in the

community and in school time. The teachers have done some workshops on Educa and really embraced this form of

narrative story writing.

This term as part of our twice yearly communication, (the traditional way of reporting to parents), we will report on

progress in reading, writing and mathematics showing where students are, against the New Zealand Curriculum.

Then we offer a 15 minute conference with yourselves and your ākonga to discuss their progress.  We are focused

on progress, not necessarily on stage, because we want to celebrate where they have moved to in their learning.

Remember all children develop and learn at different rates, we try to keep this learning knowledge individual and

celebrate each learner’s progress.

What is different to last year is that the progress report will be attached to Educa.  If you are a whanau who doesn’t

use Educa, let us know and we will print out the report and send it home. We are aiming to have the progress

report uploaded in Week 8. During Week 9 on Monday and Tuesday we will hold the learning conferences.

Booking opportunities will be available soon.

The Board of Trustees, regularly reviews policy and this term, we are reviewing, Reporting to parents, in which we

would love some feedback.  You can read Waitati School’s current policy online - schooldocs.co.nz - search for

Waitati School and the password is feather.  Go to the top ‘breadcrumb’ and press current review.  Go to reporting

to parents.  I will send an email out with a link to a google form for you to fill out in your own time.

Ultimately, we want our reporting to be meaningful to you and your child.

I hope you have a great weekend.

Nga Mihi

Tara O’Neill



Term One Calendar Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com

Term 2

Week 5

Monday 31st May - Swimming lessons at Moana Pool. 1pm - 2pm. Leave school 12.40 return by 2.40

Friday 4th June - Physics of light day at Waitati Hall (Throughout the day)

- PTA Sausage Sizzle

Saturday 5th June - Car Wash fundraiser for Ski Camp. Bring your car down for the best wash yet.

Sunday 6th June - BBQ at Waitati Market.

Week 6

Monday 7th June - Queen’s Birthday - NO SCHOOL

Tuesday 8th June - Teacher’s Only Day - NO SCHOOL

Friday 11th June - PTA Sausage Sizzle

Week 7

Monday 14th June - Swimming lessons at Moana Pool. 1pm - 2pm. Leave school 12.40 return by 2.40

Tuesday 15th June - Wild Things sponsor Brainwave Seminar at Mihiwaka - Time to be confirmed.

Friday 18th June - Scholastic Book Fair Fundraiser. 11am - 2pm.

- PTA Sausage Sizzle

Saturday 19th June - Scholastic Book Fair Fundraiser. 11am - 2pm.

Sunday 19th June - Scholastic Book Fair Fundraiser. 11am - 2pm.

Week 8

Monday 21st June - Swimming lessons at Moana Pool. 1pm - 2pm. Leave school 12.40 return by 2.40

Report uploaded to Educa. Reading, Writing and Math progress.

Friday 25th June - PTA Sausage Sizzle

Week 9

Monday 28th June - Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences 3pm - 7pm.

Tuesday 29th June - Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences 1pm - 5pm.  School closes at 12.30pm for the afternoon

to allow parent conferences to go ahead.

Wednesday 30th June - Goldilocks ‘ala Mozart at Waitati Hall 10.30am Opera Otago (now on 23rd September

1pm)

Friday 2nd July - Teachers Only Day - NO SCHOOL

Week 10

Monday 5th July - Swimming lessons at Moana Pool. 1pm - 2pm. Leave school 12.40 return by 2.40

Preparation for Matariki.

Friday 9th July - PTA Sausage Sizzle

Term 3

Week 1

Friday 30th July - Matariki Lantern Parade. Meet at Hall@ 5pm



Thank you to Miles Renyard and

Wendy Walsh for donating car

wash for our fundraiser next

Saturday.

Thank you also to Cargill Contracting Ltd for

supporting the Fuels for Schools scheme.

Blueskin Cafe Lunch Menu for
Thursday 3rd June
Marmite & Cheese Brioche Scrolls
$4.00
Club Sandwich(GF & DF on request)
Ham $ 4.50
Vegetarian $ 4.50

Macaroni Cheese (GF on request) $5.00
Please bring your orders in by midday on Tuesday 1st June

MAPOUNUI

Wow I can’t believe we are week 4 already!  Our tamariki have now settled nicely into our school routine.

We have some playcentre children coming over after

morning tea to experience our school culture.  I love

the way Mapouni children help them learn the way of

our school.  They enjoy helping them learn to read and

write.

We also have a busy Tuesday with Kapuka coming in

before morning tea and reading with the children. It is

lovely to see the excitement in the children’s faces

when they arrive.

This week Elizabeth showed me a poem she wrote.  Thank you for sharing Elizabeth, I thought it was so

appropriate.

Universe
The moon shines brightly
Let’s go and explore the moon
Look what I found
We found everything on the moon

The sun shines brightly over the sky
Let’s go and explore the sun
The sun is too bright
Let’s go and explore the stars

Oh Wow the stars are so good
Let’s live here

By Elizabeth

KAPUKA

As part of guided reading this week some groups
learned how to compare and contrast between
different pieces of research information. The students
used venn diagrams as a tool to help organise the
similarities and differences between different types of
bullying.



This week in maths some groups were learning how to
assess and check their understanding of the division
strategy they had learned recently. A green thumb
meant that their answer and working (strategy)
matched the exemplar or correct answer and strategy,
and a yellow one meant some more practise my be
needed. This group was all green thumbs up!

Following the Pink Shirt Bullying Day last Friday the Kapuka kids responded to the statement; ‘Do You Think People

Are Born Bullies Or Do They Become Bullies?’

Here are a selection of the students responses:

I don't think that bullying is with you when you are born. I think that it is brought on by your surroundings or if you

have been bullied. The surroundings are at school, in the playground and at home by your Mum and Dad or your

brother and sister. Also I think that if you have been bullied you might think that is ok to bully people. By Robert

I think many people are harsh and mean but nobody is born like that. It all depends on how it is at home and if

their childhood was hard. Once the person's emotions get the better of them they take it out on others and bully

people. Emotions that trigger the behavior include: anger, sadness etc. by Beth

No, I do not think people are born bullies; they might have problems at home e.g. abusive parents, neglect, or

other stuff that makes them act out at school and bully. They may bully because they're jealous of others or maybe

they learned it from their parents. Or they used to get bullied and now they’re bullies to others. By Esme

I think people become bullies because they are jealous of somebody. Sometimes they are angry or they have been

bullied before. They are just doing it for a reaction or if somebody else has something that they want. If they have

no one to play with or if they are not doing well in school. By Shay

HUATEA



MIHIWAKA

Prototec Basic Facts Maths Practice Certificate of Achievement Awarded to: 😈😂Eli😈😂 for Scoring: 90% on

Stage 6 in 3m 22sDate: 25 May 2021.

“Over the last two weeks we have been learning to proofread, add detail, find facts and write paragraphs.”

HATCHET By William Year 6

As the magnificent bush plane flew over the

Canadian forest, 13 year old Brian had just

witnessed a heart-attack. As he tried to contact the

radio station the pilot slumped in his seat. What

seemed like hours later, Brian steered the plane into

an L shaped lake. The plane plummeted into the

supposedly still water. Brian scrambled to the

surface, his red anorak soaking. As he brushed his

dark blonde hair out of his watery eyes he looked

down at his lite brown jeans, which were torn.

What happened to Pompeii?

Pompeii was a city that was most famous for its active

volcano. The locals were not scared of the volcano. But

on the morning of 24 of august the volcano erupted and

it sent deadly gas into the air. Many people died due to

breathing in the gas.

At the time over 2000 people died from the volcano and

even more when it ended...then sadly Pompeii became

buried under ash and rocks.

By Charlie



Harry potter Short Stories

Mustache Dudes

Once upon a time, Voldemort was like, “Yo, wassup Professor Snapey my dude!”

And Snape was like, “Yess, master”

And Voldemort was like “As the dark lord, I think that my command would be more effective if I had a

mustache,thoughts”.

And Snape was like “I’m sure you’d look fine.”

And Voldemort was like “Ok I’m gonna do it, but here me out Snape, what if we both grew mustaches, ” and

Snape was like “uhh”

So Voldemort wa like “coz if its just me, then people would think I’m weird like there goes that weird dude with

a mustache.”

And Snape was like “Nobody would think that sir.”

And Voldemort was like, “But if we both did it, it would be like a thing, ya know? C’mon, let’s rock it bro!”

“Is this an order my lord?”

“Yes”.

The next day Snape came to school to teach potions and Harry and Ron and Hermione were all like “ahhhh” and

threw up and died from shock.

THE END. By Ada

Island Survival

Google Slide By Rebecca

Tropical Fish

Tropical fish can come In a range

of colours.

They eat small Fish, algae and

plankton.

Turtles

Did you know turtles eat grubs

and other stuff?

They can live for100 years.

Where do they live?

In Fiji there are cats, dogs,

tropical fish, parrots, and

turtles. There are also palm

trees and I think there are

coconut trees.

Quickwrite facts about Zuni. By Benj

They would throw their kids in the river.

Their cities were made of gold.

They had webbed feet and hands.

Quick write By Fergus

Fact 1. There are seven

cities of gold?

Fact 2. They had webbed

feet and hands.

Fact 3. They throw their

children in rivers to drown,

so they turn into a new

form like fish or birds.

Fact 4. They can hear their

children singing and dancing in the river.


