
 

 

 
12 March 2021 
Tena Koutou Katou, Malo le toe foi mai i le aoga, 

Everyone is well into their learning now. As I wander around the school, I see settled, happy, engaged 
learners. The workshop facilitator from the Incredible Years Course for Teachers, came to visit today and told me how 
she was totally at awe at the start of the day routine for Huatea. She 
loved the Karakia, Waiati, circle time focus on children’s wellbeing 
and then the clear outline of what was happening for the day. Well 
done Huatea. 

I continue to be amazed at the learning our ākonga are 
involved with. Otto brought his coins to school and during lunchtime 
I was able to bring my collection. We had a conversation about 
coins, others joined in and now we might have a wee coin club. Do 
you have any old coins lying around home? 

The teachers are working hard at uploading learning stories 
onto Educa ready for our launch on Wednesday 24th March. I hope 
you can all come along and learn how to use the platform. If you are 
busy, we will have a hand out explaining how to access your child's 
learning. Next week, we are setting learning goals with each child. Part of my job is to see that the school is a safe 
place to be for everyone and everyone has access to the learning they require. I need your help. Each term the Board 
of Trustees review policies and procedures of different areas of health and safety and learning. This term it is Home 
Learning. At Waitati we use School Docs to manage this task as with most things it is only as good as our engagement 
with it. 

SchoolDocs updates, modifies, or creates policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry guidelines, 
significant events, reviews/requests from schools, and regular reviewing from the SchoolDocs team. Our board of 
trustees has the opportunity to view changes/additions and comment on them before they are implemented.  
We invite you to visit the site at https://waitati.schooldocs.co.nz (note that there's no "www."). Our username is 
"waitati" and password "feather". Copyright: Except where stated, the content on this site is the copyright of 
SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be reproduced without written permission from SchoolDocs Ltd." 
When you are on the site, please look at the top tabs: 

 

Read the information under Home Learning then go to the red Under Review Tab. Click on Parent/Caregiver.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Fire Drill 
We had a fire drill this week and everything went to plan. The Fire Brigade came and 
checked through the building. Thank you Waitaiti Fire Brigade! 
New Build Update  
Along with our project manager, we have chosen a building firm to do the work for us. We 
are now waiting to have a meeting to come up with the start date of the build.  
South Fuels - Fuel in Schools 
Another thank you to Reece Winter from 
Fuel in Schools and our local partners, Cargill 
Contracting and others who buy the fuel 
from South Fuels. We are so grateful to 
receive a Panasonic TV. The TV is going into 
the Kai rākau and the TV in the Kai rākau is 

moving to Kilimoko.  
 
As always if there is something you would like to discuss please do not 
hesitate to contact me.   principal@waitati.school.nz  02102660014 

 
Nga Mihi 
Tara O’Neill 
 
 
 
Term One Calendar  Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com 
 
 
Tuesday 16th  March East Otago Senior Swimming Sports  - 8 years up.  Transport required to Palmerston 
Thursday 18 March Swimming at Moana Pool, please bring togs and towels 
Monday 22 March School closed Otago Anniversary 
Wednesday 24th March              Whanau workshops Educa 3.15pm or 6pm   Potluck tea at 4.30pm.   See Poster 
                                                          below. 
Thursday 25 March Swimming at Moana Pool, please bring togs and towels 
Friday 2 April Beginning of Easter 
Monday 5 April School closed for Easter 
Tuesday 6 April School closed for Easter 
Wednesday 7 April School open after Easter Break 
Monday 12 April                           Occupational Therapist workshop for parents.  3 -4pm.  Childcare provided.  
                                                          Practical ideas for supporting Neuro-diversity, anxiety and understanding 
                                                          diverse behaviour in children.   Gemma Anderson from ReThink.  All invited. 
Friday 16 April Last day of Term  
 
Monday 3rd May                          Term 2 starts 
Monday 3rd May                          Swimming lessons at Moana Pool.  1pm - 2pm.  Leave school 12.40 return by 2.40 
Wednesday 5th May                    Puketeraki Marae Te Reo Rakatahi i Otago programme and overnight stay - Teina  
                                                         (Mapounui and Huatea) 
Thursday 6th May                        Puketeraki Marae Te Reo Rakatahi i Otago programme and overnight stay - 
Tuakana 
                                                         (Mihiwaka and  Kapuka) 
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MAPOUNUI 
 

In Mapounui this week, we have been looking at letter and number recognition. The children have been using a 
variety of different tools to create their letters and numbers. Here are some examples of ‘pipecleaner’ numbers: 

 

We also had a fire drill on Monday. We talked about how to recognise the signs of a fire and what we should do if 
there is a fire. We did some writing about this and here are some examples below. In Powerful Play, we have been 

really into the cardboard construction! Many tamariki have made amazing creations that they have then gone on to 
take home and share with family. We have been learning how to use the hot glue guns safely, although there have 

been a few learning opportunities! Here are some photos from our construction. 

 

   

   

The fire engine can shoot out water. 
By Frances 

My Dad is putting out the lightning 
fire. 

By Asher 

The fire truck came today. 
By Elizabeth 

   



 

 
HUATEA TUI 

 
We have been writing up a storm this week, we have been focusing on showing not telling. So instead of 
saying ‘I am hot’ saying ‘The sweat dripped down my face, my cheeks were burning and I was so thirsty, 
man, that was a hot day!’.  
Here are some examples of some of our writers… 
One day a spooky old train was found under the dirt. I went in the train and had a look, there were spider 
webs on the roof and the red fabric seats were torn to pieces, almost like a wolf came and scratched it all. 
I went to the door and opened it up, crreeeekkkk eeekk, it made me shiver. Then I saw a skeleton and the 
radio started to talk. “Get out before he gets you!” 
Then a cassette tape started playing, all I could hear was screaming and then it was silent. 
“Run!” I heard footsteps so I ran and never went back!  Courtney 
 
My mum has a mole at the side of her face. She has long hair that is black. She has green eyes, red lipstick 
and a red dress with black shoes. Lumi 
 
Love Land 
Love Land is a place in the big fluffy clouds, you are surrounded with big fluffy clouds, the colour of a 
beautiful light red. In the dark land you are surrounded with dark green gloop. Macey 

 
HUATEA KĀKĀ 

 
This week we wrote about our play. We liked talking about our photos together and then writing stories. 

Here are some of our stories, look at our fabulous sounding out!!! I was so impressed with the effort you all 
put into your play writing. I think we will do this more often. Keep up the fabulous learning tamariki mā! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   



 

 
MIHIWAKA 

 
In Mihiwaka we have been concentrating on working independently on our target tasks for maths and literacy on 
new learning platforms. Here are some examples of aku Tamariki learning. 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

If I was an animal I would be 
a Cheetah because I could 
beat all the kids in school at 
PE. And I would not have to 
have a bike because I can 
use my legs.  

Fun fact : Cheetahs 
weigh between 69 to 
140 Pounds (31to a 
about 64 Kilos.)  
 
By Elayna 
 

  

Ada, Kotahitanga striving 
to reach goals. Achieving 
twenty five nights in her 
reading log.  

Neave on Mathletics, open to 

learning Kotahitanga. Working 

on place value. 

Lochie with some Anzac biscuits! 



 

 
KAPUKA 

 
As part of our maths programme this term we have been learning strategies or methods to solve problems 

that require adding or subtracting. Some groups have been adding and subtracting whole numbers from 1-1000, 

some decimals, some integers, and some are now learning to multiply and divide decimal numbers. 

The group pictured below were learning how to order decimal numbers from smallest to largest, and how to 

find the difference between or how to subtract decimal numbers. 

First they used a tape measure to measure their height in metres and then record this on a sticky note. We 

then arranged them into order of size. Finally we discussed strategies to find the difference between each of the 

students' height. We used place value blocks and number lines to visualise this strategy and help solve the problems. 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Waitati School PTA 

 
Waitati School PTA raises funds to ensure our children can have the “niceties” - carpet rugs, out of 
classroom experiences (camps, museum trips etc), sporting equipment - these are a few of the things that 
the PTA have been able to purchase for the school and our children.  
A committee of volunteer parents help to come up with fundraiser ideas, organise these but we need 
parent/whanau help to make them happen!  
If you don’t want to join the PTA, the best way you can support us is to put your hand up when we put the 
calls out for volunteer helpers! 
 
Our next meeting is Monday 15 March 3.10pm at school - all new parents are welcome! 
 

 
 
Parent / whanau helpers are needed for the following fundraiser events: 



 

 
Blueskin Family Rogaine Saturday 27 March Event briefings from 09:30am 
Volunteers to help with car parking, tallying points, working the BBQ for sausage sizzle fundraiser (we need 
at least 6 helpers please!) 
Please contact Beatrice on 027 208 8305 or Kelvin on 021 757 303 or email kelvin.lloyd@actrix.co.nz 
 
If you are looking for a bit of fun exercise on a Saturday morning, enter a team into the rogaine event and 
explore the Lloyd’s family local Waitati farm at the same time. All funds are being donated to the Waitati 
School PTA - thank you Kelvin and Beatrice Lloyd! 
 
Blueskin Country Fair (A&P Show) Bland Park Sun 11 April 10am - 4pm  
Volunteers to run the Flying Possum Cafe (serving tea/coffee/home baking) 
Time commitment - 1 hour stints, 2 - 3 people required at a time 
 
Please contact Kirby on 027 556 8659 or email pta@waitati.school.nz if you can help (we’ll need some early 
birds to help set up the cafe too!) and we’ll pop you on the roster! 
 
Short on time but wanting to support the fundraising? … donations can be paid into 
the PTA account  03-1726-0008823-000 
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