
 

 
Friday, December 4, 2020 
It is hard to believe that this is the last newsletter for 2020. Best wishes from myself, Pete, Alica and Amber. We will 
be spending our holiday here in Waitati, we feel we have found the best place for a holiday right where we are.  
Have a wonderful school holiday and I hope you all find time for a rest and a recharge.  

 
I love this whakatauki.  Our children are treasures and you, Waitati 
are a  treasure.  I have learnt that the Waitati community is an 
exceptional community full of people who really care, get in and 
help, support each other and just love living! Don’t forget if 
something is bothering you, or you want to know something, or 
you have a success to share, come in.  Phone the office, Cori can 
book a time with me if you would like to chat.  03 4822888 or email 
principal@waitati.school.nz or my own phone, 02102660014. 
 
I want to thank the PTA for all their work during this very difficult 

COVID year.  Stunning results. Thanks for supporting both our camps, purchasing 
new rugs for classrooms, supporting our classrooms financially, for the fun 
Halloween dance and for the upcoming school picnic.  A special mention to Roni 
Tasker for donating 600 sausages for fundraising, thank you. 
 
Thank you to Ray for building our new mud kitchen for our Powerful play.  Wow. 
It is amazing! Lot’s of mixing, measuring, talking, sharing, potion making going on 
at this kitchen. 
 
Thank you to Selai Letica’s company, OrangaHau Ltd. Integrated Maori and 
Environmental Research for better outcomes. They are sponsoring Term 1 2021 
swimming lessons for all students at Waitati school. (Thursdays, in case you were 
wondering). They are doing this because they have a strong belief that money 
shouldn't be a barrier to learning to swim for akonga at Waitati Kura, because it is 
an essential life skill that can save lives.  Whether it's at the beach, the river, or 
the indoor pool, water play is a cheap and easy way to entertain kids and keep 
them fit and strong in the process! Normalising swimming can help kids learn to respect water, rather than fear and 
avoid water.  Such an amazing gift. Nga mihi nui! 

 
A wee reminder this week that when you come to school in the morning, please use the 
school crossing and come down the pathway.  We want to be consistent on where we 
model and show children where to cross the 
busy road.  Please don’t cross up by the 
driveway.  We have instructed all children not 
to use the driveway, and we have added in 
the pathway going from the Waharoa down 
to the school buildings.  
 
Constable Emily came and trained some of 
our Year 5’s on how to be Road Patrollers this 
Thursday.  She was very impressed with their 
focus and listening skills.  It is a very serious 

job.  They will be given the opportunity to sign up to be a Patroller next 
year.  The rest of the crew will get a revision session at the beginning of 
Term 1.  
 
 

mailto:principal@waitati.school.nz


Pip and I also took this year's Road Patrollers to Orange Day.  What 
a cool city to put on such a wonderful celebration to thank the 
children who do Road Patrolling. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Warrington School joined us to listen to the Dunedin Symphony 
Orchestra this week.  What a lovely treat.  The children loved 
learning about the different sections and types of instruments. 
There are music lessons available on Saturday mornings in 
Dunedin. 
 
It was fun to watch some of our Futsal teams this week. 
Congratulations to all players and a huge thank you to Becs and 
parent helpers.  Three teams won their division.  The best part is 
the sportsmanship and enjoyment and fun and pride shown by 
all players. Waitati Kickers, Year 3 and 4.  
 Played for 1st/2nd.  

 
Just for fun.  Many of 
you will be aware that 
Pete and I bought our 
four chickens with us in 
the car from 
Christchurch.  This week 
I took this photo. 
Huatea on their way to 
the library.  What did 
the chickens say on 
their way to the library? 
“I want a Bok,bok,bok.” 
By the way, one chicken 
got attacked by a dog, 
please remind the 
community that we have a no dog policy on the school grounds.  
 
Finally, a brochure informing our 2021 Vision was sent home yesterday, but is 

also available to view on this link.  I hope you find this helpful.  Any questions just text or come and chat. School 
phone is 03 4822888 I look forward to seeing you all at the Final Assembly next week and following the school picnic 
and learning exhibition.  Both events you will not want to miss.  2020 has been one of those years we won’t forget so 
lets come together and celebrate the children and all the learning they have accomplished this year! 
 
 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Ngā mihi nui  
Tara O’Neill 
 

 

 



Term Four Calendar  
Mapounui and Huatea class trip to Dinosaur Exhibition - Tuesday 8th December 
Kapuka Year 8 Tramp - Monday 7th December 
Kapuka Class End of year trip - Tuesday 8th December 
End of year Prizegiving  (6-7:30pm) - Friday 11th December  
Water slide (1pm)  and School Picnic and learning exhibition (5pm) - Wednesday 16th December - At School 
Last day Term 4 - Thursday 17th December day finishes at 12.30pm 
First day of Term 1 2021 - Thursday 4th February 
 
 
  
 
PTA ANNOUNCEMENT 
Every Friday this term is a sausage sizzle and juicies are available! Please deposit money into the PTA account- 
03-1726-0008823-00 and let Cori know! The deadline for orders is Thursday. 
 

Results from Rebecca our Sports Co-ordinator 
Woohoo!! Another season done n dusted ✔...and uninterrupted by covid😅👌 
I'm so very proud of all our futsallers...you gave 100% & showed great sportsmanship on & off the court & for that 
you should be proud 👏  
 
I'd like to say a big thank you to all the parents & sideline supporters for taxiing your kids to the games each week & 
for cheering on our teams. Also a special thank you to those parents who have stepped in & managed the teams in 
my absence...legends 🙌 
 
Check out the final results below: 

 
 

 
Mapounui/Huatea 

 
What a busy end of term we are having. We are in the middle of practising our performances for the prize 
giving and working hard on our Target Task in the morning. 
Last week we had a wonderful day at the junior athletics where the tamariki ran, threw and jumped their 
way through the 10 different stations. The day was a huge success and lots of the tamariki challenged 
themselves to try new things.  
Next week we are heading on a class trip to the Museum and Dinosaur park. Thanks to the parents that 
have volunteered their time on this day. 
 
Below are some photos from the athletics from last Tuesday. 
 
 

WAITATI KIWIS (Y1-2 / Div 6A) 
v Sacred Heart  
Won 4-0 
⚽ 5th PLACE 

WAITATI KICKERS (Y3-4 / Div 6) 
v Fairfield Jets  
Drew 3-3 
⚽ 2ND PLACE 
 

WAITATI KANE YOU KICK IT? (Y5-6 / 
Div 4B) 
v GB Hurricanes  
Won 5-4 
⚽ 8th PLACE 

WAITATI WINGERS (Y5-6 / Div 3) 
v GB Kings  
Won 2-1 
⚽ 🏆DIVISION WINNERS🏆⚽  

WAITATI WARRIORS (Y7-8 / Div 1) 
v Arthur Street Spurs 
Won 4-3 
⚽ 🏆DIVISION WINNERS🏆⚽  

 



 
Here are photos from the last swimming lesson of the year. 

 

 
Hank throwing the nerf 
at the throwing station 

 
Te Paia & Ada waiting 
for sprints 

 
Angus & Emily getting 
reading for high jump 

 
Hunter waiting for long 
jump 

 
Emily doing high jump 

 
Lucy playing tag 

 
Macey getting ready to 
run 

 
Milo waiting for long 
jump 

    

    



Mihiwaka 
 

We have been writing recounts about our trip to Quarantine Island. The akonga are publishing a book to take home 
their memories at the end of the year. Pretty wonderful to see the paragraphs forming! Ka pia Mihiwaka, you are 
fabulous writers!  
 
Quarantine Island 2020 
 
It’s 9:15 and we’re about to board boat trip 2. The seas are slightly less turbulent and the weathers died down a bit , 
but nevertheless were all still equally excited.   

We board and the deck is slippery with rian . We arrive and climb onto a wet jetty leading to a steep hill, this 
we climb to reach our lodge . We put away our things and then we had morning tea. 

Next we got put into three groups , 1 for a walk , 1 for planting trees and 1 for a walk around the island. I 
picked planting trees and we set off . I buddied up with Mia and we planted two trees called Mark and Seana . But 
still I went  down to watch Ollie and Fergus . It was a good thing I did! Their plant was not coming out of it’s pot . I 
knelt down and started to ease the tree out , it broke free but it only had a small clump of dirt grasping its roots . I 
told Ollie, Fergus and Mia to start filling in the hole to make it shallower . I carefully  placed the tree in the hole and 
the boys filled in the gaps .   

Next we went to a marine science  lab  to do an experiment  on whelks , our whelks liked the cockles best .  

Next  we went back to the Island. My mum stayed on the boat and we went back to Port Chalmers . What a BIG 
day!  By Isla Liddy 
 
We have been learning about how 
to manage difficult situations in 
Mihiwaka. Bullying behaviour is 
something we are currently learning 
to manage in our classroom. It can 
happen anywhere and at any time. 
Most people experience bullying at 
some time in their lives. Here is a 
website you can talk with your 
children about to support them with strategies for bullying situations they may or 
may not come across in their lives.  
 
https://witsprogram.ca/kids/  
 
We have been learning about cool and warm colours in our art. We have also learnt about measurement as we create 
these beautiful trees for display at our whanau hui.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
As part of our learning around self regulation we have begun to discuss what helps us feel calm. Here are 

some ideas for akonga to try at home to see if it helps bring a sense of calm (green zone).  

 
 

https://witsprogram.ca/kids/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We have also been learning our dance for Prizegiving this year and an ambitious mashup of songs we have chosen. 
We look forward to you joining in with us on the night!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Kapuka 

 
Here’s the second week of Masterchef. Over the past two weeks the contestants have been working hard in the 

kitchen to produce the prize winning meal. We have seen some well researched recipes and even some handwritten 
family favourites. The students have been working well together in the kitchen and doing a good job cleaning up after 

themselves...great skills for their future flatting years!  
 

Click here for link to more photos 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-E5tRXSXN4U_zl9-ac6PkQrAspjNoPks?usp=sharing 

 

 

‘On Monday 23rd November 2020, Belle made a self saucing pudding. Cori judged and I chose Esme to 
eat it. The best part of Masterchef was working with Bea.’ by Belle 

 

 

‘On the 23rd November I made spanakopita. Cori judged it and I chose Frances to eat it. The best part of 
Masterchef was being in a group with Belle.’ by Bea 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-E5tRXSXN4U_zl9-ac6PkQrAspjNoPks?usp=sharing


  

‘Eva & Alex did Masterchef on Tuesday the 24th of November. We made bruschetta, spaghetti bolognese 
and sorbet. CC, Freya and Chris ate our meal and Cori judged it. The best part of Masterchef was working 
together, practicing and it being funny when you get worried about something but then manage to work it 
all out.’ by Eva and Alex 

  

‘On Friday Week 7 I made mini chocolate cakes and chicken nibbles. Bex judged my meal because Cori 
was away. Bayden and Lachie ate my meal. The best part was working on my own and setting out the 
food.’ by Shay 

  

‘On Tuesday Benji and myself made nachos for our main and chocolate eclairs for our dessert. Cori 
judged our meal and Shay and Enzo ate it. The best of Masterchef was when my eclairs puffed up.’ by 
Robert 



  

‘On Wednesday Chloe and I made sushi rice balls with tuna and for dessert we made ice cream and 
butterscotch pudding. Cori judged our meal and Bea and Elmer ate it. The best part of Masterchef was 
eating our meal.’ by Taylah 

  

‘On Thursday December the third I did my master chef. I was in the kitchen with Lani but we made our 
meals separately. I made Thai Green Curry for the main and for dessert I made Key Lime Pie. 
The people who were meant to eat my meal didn't come so I got Cori to judge my meal and one of the 
teachers to eat it. My favourite part was spending some time with my friends.’ by Esme 

 
 

‘I woke up this morning stressed but was ready to do my Masterchef. I got to school and put all of my 
ingredients and equipment in the kitchen ready to start after morning tea. When the bell rang for morning 
tea I was getting very nervous, when I heard the bell ring to go inside I had to go and do my Masterchef. 
The bell rang for 12:30 lunch time. That was when I had to have everything served up on the table. I made 
a thing with cheese and bread and salami on a board for my entree and for my main I made salad, 
potatoes, stuffed eggs and steak. Cori Judged both of them. Bea ate my entree and Bayden ate my main. 
Then we had to wash all of the dishes. The best part of Masterchef is seeing who is going to win the 
trophy.’ by Lani  



 


