
 

 
Friday, November 6, 2020 
 
Kia ora whanau, 
 
The teachers are writing reports, but because of a technical difficulty we will need another week. The reports will be 
ready on Friday 20th November. Three way conferences will be the following week. We will send out invites the week 
beginning the 16th November.  
 
A decision on how we will be using our classroom spaces for 2021 will be announced soon. We are going through a 
robust process to help make decisions on the very best use of our space to support learning. We have myself and 5 
teachers next year and 4 classrooms, Kapuka, Mihiwaka, Huatea and Mapounui. We also have additional break out 
spaces of Kilimoko (the old dental clinic) which has been refurbished, Kai rakau (kitchen) and we have a new 
agreement with Blueskin Playcentre to use their space when not in use. These form a raft of flexible spaces we can 
use for learning. We will begin 2021 with roughly 95 students. 
 
We also have refurbishment happening to Huatea and Mapounui classrooms. They are being re-lined and fitted out 
to standards of modern learning spaces where acoustics allow for discussions and quiet spaces. Kapuaka is receiving a 
closed in deck and new windows. The tender for this work is just about to be released.  
 
Business as usual continues at school. I was so proud of Kapuka’s organisation and partnering with the PTA to run the 
Halloween disco. Impressive leadership skills! The seniors also went to the Science fair at DNI this week. 
Congratulations to Ada Millar for making into the newspaper (link here) and stumping our Dunedin Mayor with a 
tricky question! Congratulations to those who received a placing for the East Otago Cluster Senior Athletics this week. 
We will be celebrating with you at a school meeting. There are some who qualified for the 2020 Otago 
Championships Athletics met on 17th November. Congratulations! 
 
You may have noticed a change to Passion Projects from every Friday afternoon to once a fortnight on a Friday. The 
reason for this change is to give students more time to learn rather than having to set up and then pack down. By the 
time this happened the children were only getting 45 mins of actual learning. Also, those who need to go on day trips 
may do this now. One exciting Passion Project is Kei Hei nga Kākā? Where are the Kākā? We are partnering with 
Orokanui Ecosancturay to help find ways of tracking where the Kākā are going when not in the Ecosanctuary. This is 
part of the Curious Minds science projects. This week the ākonga visit the sanctuary to learn first hand what is 
happening and to come up with ways they can help.  The other new Passion Project is with Frances, and she is 
introducing Microbits this week. They are used to teach coding and creativity to 5 year olds right up to university 
students. This is an example of learning from the Technology and Maths curriculum.  
 
The type of learning that Passion Projects often give children is called Transdisciplinary. This is the exploration of a 
relevant concept, issue or problem that integrates the perspectives of multiple disciplines in order to connect new 
knowledge and deeper understanding to real life experiences. In other words, the projects bring together many 
subjects and combine them giving children experience with real authentic challenges. If you would like to know more 
about this let me know.  
 
Our Marino room (calm space) is being well used by many children. It is a lovely space open to be used at any time, 
even the breaks. The korero (talk) around this space is that you use it purposefully to bring yourself back to the green 
zone (calm zone, ready for learning zone).  
 
As always, phone, email or chat face to face.  Love hearing from you.  
PS Thanks for being patient with me, there is a lot of new stuff to learn.  
 
Ngā mihi nui  
Tara O’Neill 

https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/focus-modes-transport?fbclid=IwAR1X0N9sPlhzho_6NuMIkaOvSMRTDTVz5OoKhlmnz9X_jfeuHKGxwYtzmAI
https://microbit.org/get-started/user-guide/overview/


 
 

Link to survey regarding the proposed enrolment scheme - Click here for 
survey  

We appreciate your input.  

 
Term Four Calendar  
 
9th November Teacher Only Day 
9th November                   BOT meeting  
12th November Swimming 9:30-11:30  
16th/17th November Mihiwaka Camp Quarantine Island 
19th November Swimming 9:30-11:30  
20th November Reports go home 
24th November Junior Athletics  
24th - 26th November Parent Conferences 
26th November Swimming 9:30-11:30 
27th November                 Orange parade for Road patrollers 
30th November                 The Wawa challenge 
3rd December                    Afternoon tea for helpers 
8th December Mapounui & Huatea Class Trip 
11th December                  Exhibition of learning and school prizegiving 
14th December                  BOT meeting 
16th December                  School picnic 
17th December Last day Term 4  
4th February First day of Term 1 2021 
 
After school 
Futsal - Y1-4 play on Tuesdays & Y5-8 play in Wednesdays  
Touch Ruby - Thursdays 4pm Waikouaiti, Years 3 to 6 (2 teams) Waikouaiti Sports Park, 6 aside. Starts Thursday 22nd 
October at 4pm - 5pm. Holly Bramwell, AJ’s mum will support Tara (who can’t get there until 4.15pm). The 
competition goes for 5 to 6 weeks.  
  
 
PTA ANNOUNCEMENT 
Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to help with the sausage sizzle on Fridays. 
 
We have just donated to the Mihiwaka school camp, this will help cover the koha and the food. This is a fabulous 
thing to be able to do with our tamariki and you can be a part of it!  
We need parents to help with our weekly sausage sizzle, there would be no cooking as such, but help with dishing out 
the sausages and juices. This takes an hour on a Friday and would be of great help to the tamariki. If we can’t get 
parents to help, then we won’t be able to offer this to tamariki. If you can please let Bex know if you can help. 
bexw@waitati.school.nz  
Every Friday this term is a sausage sizzle and juicies are available! Please deposit money into the PTA account 
03-1726-0008823-00 BEFORE FRIDAY and let Cori know!  

 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdlvtXtIhEiocD52iA66TnY1GXFjLBfT1WrBX9NAVW7Y2fI4g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdlvtXtIhEiocD52iA66TnY1GXFjLBfT1WrBX9NAVW7Y2fI4g/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:bexw@waitati.school.nz


 
 

Mapounui 
 
We welcome Vita, Nathaniel and Elizabeth to our lovely class. They have settled in really well and everyone 
has made them feel very welcome! We have been busy in Mapounui with some boys creating gyms and 
fitness tracks while others have been making fairy houses. On Friday’s with Lyn, the tamariki have been 
creating native bird collages. Here are some photos of our progress so far. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Huatea 
 

We have been really busy in Huatea. There are some girls that have decided that the Cherry Tree outside 
Kilimoko would make a fabulous Fairy House and have set about turning it into one.  
Others in Huatea have been managing their learning at Target task time to complete projects that were sent 
to a school in London, where Lyn’s daughter-in-law was working and they sent some information about 
themselves back to these kids. 
We have been working towards our end of hui by creating native bird collage, below are a selection of 
children working on this. 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 



Mihiwaka  
 

Pied Piper of Hamelin 
Everyone looked at him... the Pied Piper of Hamelin. He wore a yellow hat with a neon orange pom pom 
some would say it’s eye blinding, some would say it’s ugly. But… I say it’s beautifully, amazingly, weird!  
He also had a mustache of pure 24 carat gold! 
Once upon a time in a faraway land there was a smallish, biggish town called Hamelin. In that town there was 
a famous pickle shop, with the finest pickles in the world. 
In a dark valley there was a mysterious gravel path which led to ...The Pied Pipers very super totally secret 
lair, which  was hidden in a cave.  
Inside the cave was a humble fellow, who was having his family favourite meal, pickle soup, with his wife 
Holly.  
Then the phone rang “Ring, ring, ring, ring” went the phone. Holly walked over and picked it up. “Hello, Holly 
speaking, ” said Holly. “Oh, hello Holly I was just wondering if I could speak to umm Mr Pied Piper is it?” said 
the phone. “May I ask who this is?” asked Holly. “It’s the mayor of Hamelin,” replied the phone. “Oh dear, me 
, I’m sorry. I’ll get him now” said Holly.  
“The mayor is on the phone dear” said Holly. “OK replied the Pied Piper” 
The mayor and Pied Piper talked about how the rats have come back and are taking all the food again. “Holly, 
I have a mission. I will be back at dawn tomorrow.” the Pied Piper said.  
So, once again the Pied Piper pulled on his ten metre long cowboy boots and set foot to Hamelin. Then his 
ten year old flip phone rang “beeeeeeeeeeep” rang the phone. “Hello” said the Pied Piper. It was Holly. “The 
rats!” Holly yelled through the phone. “The rats are eating all the pickles (just so you know, pickles were the 
only food they had in the larder”. “Help” The Pied Piper pulled out his magical flute and began to play the 
most beautiful tune! All the rats from his cave came and followed the Pied Piper wherever he went as long as 
he played his flute. He led the rats to the river to drown them!  
The Pied Piper continued his journey to Hamelin still playing his flute so he can get them ALL! 
When he reached Hamelin the mayor was waiting at the gate. The Pied Piper walked majestically through 
(still playing his flute). All the hypnotised rats followed the stunning sound of the Pied Piper's flute. He walked 
back to the river and once again drowned all the rats.  
 
Letter to Jacinda 
Dear Jacinda,  
I am a ten year old country girl who is very inspired by you and your amazing life long story. I would just like 
to say that you are an amazing person with a lot to say. Even though some people have told you, you can’t do 
something, you keep on going and that's just what I want to do.  
PS Go Girl Power! 
From Beth Clinch 

 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
On a gloomy day, when the King was squabbling about how they would get rid of the rats. Suddenly the doors 
flung open and there was an unknown figure blocking the King's escape. The King roared at the figure saying 
he would kill the mysterious figure when the King stopped at last the mysterious figure introduced himself. 
His name was The Pied Piper of Hamelin. The king threw him out.  
By Austin Casey 
 
Guinea Pigs  
Guinea pigs can sleep with their eyes open and eat their poop. They eat their poop because it is good for 
them.  
Guinea pigs are also called cavies. Guinea pigs are called Guinea pigs but they're actually not pigs. The word 
Guinea is from when Guinea pigs used to cost a guinea.  
Guinea pigs can have babies when they are only three weeks old. Guinea pigs are rodents but not pigs.  
Guinea pigs can have babies when they are only three weeks old. Guinea pigs are rodents but not pigs.  
Guinea pigs have more than 250 bones. They are chubby and sometimes have a lot of fur or a short amount.  
By Mackenzie  
 

    



 
 
I hope you have enjoyed reading some of the children’s writing from Mihiwaka. We are looking 
forward to our class trip to Quarantine Island. Thank you to those parents who have offered to 
join us. Thank you to the PTA for their contribution to our camp.  
 
The children have been self directed with their learning the last few days while I have been 
assessing their progress over the year. I am so impressed with how they are managing themselves and 
completing their target tasks. I am happy to see most children managing their time well and being engaged in 
their learning.  
 
We are continuing with our learning around the zones of development. The last few days children have been 
noticing their feelings and thinking about what triggers they may have. We will be continuing with this 
learning. The idea is to enable each child to articulate their feelings and find out ways that help them feel 
calm. We will be finding ways to help children problem solve when they are calm and come with solutions.  
 
Last week Ada, Oliver, Jeremy and Fergus Laws attended the Enviro hui with schools from around Dunedin, to 
discuss how children can best get to school sustainably. Aaron Hawkins and many experts from around the 
South island attended to help them think about the best ways they could help their school achieve zero 
carbon by 2030.  Our children talked to Bikes in Schools about some funding to build a pump 
track and a junior road track at school. They wanted to get more children riding to school 
again. As the school has grown the seniors decided that it was getting too dangerous to ride 
around the school. The children thought that a designated place for riding would help that and 
would mean we could bring back bikes during morning tea and lunchtime. Thank you to Bex for 
organising us to go on the Enviro Hui for the children.  
 
 

Kapuka 
 

 

Over the past weeks the Kapuka kids have been recrafting their short stories and creating images using photo                  
editing software to accompany them. Below are excerpts from some of the students. 
 

Xuko’s Story by Enzo 
‘I  bolted down the street the second I saw the dark heavy smoke emerging from the family manor. 

I start to panic as I get closer to the manor, gigantic flames creeping  from the windows. I bolt inside only to 

be engulfed by thick smoke. I pull my shirt off and use it as a mask and I run in again dodging the debris of 

the crumbling upper floor. Finally I arrived at my mother's room…’ 

 
Scary Story by Chloe 
‘One day I was walking alone on Orokonui road.It was dark and misty. As I walked through the 
forest I noticed a house I had never seen before. That’s strange I thought. The house was tall and 
old and all the windows were smashed. As I walked closer my heart began to beat faster. I saw a 
white ghostly figure standing at the bottom of the steps. It felt like she was pulling me towards the 
house. I had no control over my feet.’ 
 
Total by Falco 
This is Total. He has no money and he eats rubbish. He 
has broken into a few supermarkets in his day and in his 
last few raids he has noticed his favorite food is chicken 
nuggets. He has no family because they were killed for 
their fur when he was only a cub. His parents sent him 
off on an iceberg just before they died. 
 
 



 
Rails by Max 
‘Once again I was bashing my way through the forest and trying to find the other side, this time 
carrying my wounded best friend. 
Suddenly I heard Axel trying to talk to me.“Grey, Grey this is my end” 
“ No… no its not” I said desperately. 
I couldn't let them die here. 
I sat down lying Axles head on my lap. I couldn't let them go. We were such good friends.. More 
than friends. 
I slowly lowered my head and slowly kissed them. 
At this moment I felt like I was in my own world, isolated from anything bad, yet Axel was dieing 
slowly in my arms.’ 
 

Well done to the year 7&8’s for the work they did organising the Halloween Disco on Friday. They 
organised for the decorations, worked the kitchen , manned the doors, painted faces and compiled a 

music playlist. All these tasks needed 
application of maths (budgeting and 
volume of food required, cook times, 
handling of money). Great team effort. 
 
As part of the Kapuka Leadership 
Programme this term the class has 
undertaken roles and responsibilities 
around our kura. Here is the second 
installment outlining some of the jobs they 
have begun. We have received some very 
positive feedback and we are proud of 
their efforts and emerging leadership 
skills. 
 
 

 

 
 

Belle and I go to help at the playcentre every Tuesday 
morning. Our role is to play with the kids, help them 
with their art, ball skills, throwing and many other 
things. Last week we made a volcano with baking 
powder vinegar and food colouring to give it colour.  

Hello I’m Connor, I’m Max. We are going 
to bring back the School Council. To do 
this we will recruit (2-3) kids from 
Mihiwaka to help us collect ideas from 
every class.Then we will discuss it 
together every Tuesday ( from 10am to 
10:30) and talk to Tara about it. If the 
ideas we get are good we will take it to 
the Monday meeting and see what 
everyone likes. Some of these ideas 
might be taken to the Board of Trustees. 



 
 


