
 

 
Friday, October 23, 2020 
 
Kia ora koutou, 
We have had a wonderful start to Term 4. The whole school has been enjoying the outside. Athletics for the 8 year                      
olds up was a success in Palmerston. 5 to 7 year olds get their turn soon. Everyone is getting back into the flow of                        
learning. Teachers are working on assessment which will flow on to reports. This Term we are trying to get the                    
reports out at the end of week 5 and have the three way conferences in Week 7. We are having a teacher only day                        
on Monday 9th November. This is to support the teachers in planning and preparation. I would like to acknowledge                   
how hard the teachers work and how challenging this year has been with COVID and having a new Principal arrive. If                     
you see the teachers around, encourage them and thank them. I have taught at many schools over my career and                    
Waitati school has excellent teachers, you wouldn’t find any better in my humble opinion. I am still so appreciative                   
that I took the Principalship here.  I love working with you all.  
 
Thank you PTA for all your work in raising money for our ākonga (learners). It is much appreciated. Thank you Chris                     
for giving time on Sunday to run the jumble sale.  We have raised $200 towards a Kiln.  
 
I enjoyed watching the Māori Hill Rural Football teams prizegiving where 5 of our students received awards and the                   
coaches spoke highly of the teamwork and commitment to playing.  
  
 
Manaaki Time on Wednesday afternoons.  
We are tidying up the rocks that say Waitati.  

  
 



The Year 7 and 8 hui went particularly well and Chris and I got helpful feedback.  

 
 
In the School Meeting this week, it was inspiring to see Kapuka leaders explain their plan for lunchtime games and 
activities.  
 
We have been learning about Resiliency.  This comes under the Green Feather, Rangatiratanga, leadership.  To be a 
leader we certainly need resiliency.  I think that is because you can’t learn without making mistakes.  The thing is 
though that we have to keep going, keep trying and get the breakthrough.  
 

He iti hau marangai e tū te pāhokahoka 
Just like a rainbow after the storm, success follows failure. 

Have a lovely Labour Weekend.  See you all no Tuesday 

Ngā mihi nui  
Tara O’Neill 
 
 

Link to survey regarding the proposed enrolment scheme - Click here for 
survey  

We appreciate your input.  

 
Term Three Calendar  
Week 3- Week 5- Swimming on Thursday, bus leaves at 9:15am and returns at 11am. 
Teacher only day on Monday 9th November 
Senior Athletics Tuesday 30th October 
Monday 2nd November Science Roadshow for Kapuka and Mihiwaka at DNI  (parent transport needed) 
North Zone Athletics Tuesday 3rd November 
Junior Athletics Tuesday 24th November 
Last day Term 4 - Thursday 17th December 
First day of Term 1 2021 - Thursday 4th February 
 
After school 
Futsal - Y1-4 play on Tuesdays & Y5-8 play in Wednesdays  
Touch Ruby - Thursdays 4pm Waikouaiti,   Years 3 to 6 (2 teams)   Waikouaiti Sports Park.  6 aside. Starts Thursday 
22nd October at 4pm - 5pm.   Holly Bramwell, AJ’s mum will support Tara (who can’t get there until 4.15pm).   The 
competition goes for 5 to 6 weeks.  
  
 
PTA ANNOUNCEMENT 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdlvtXtIhEiocD52iA66TnY1GXFjLBfT1WrBX9NAVW7Y2fI4g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdlvtXtIhEiocD52iA66TnY1GXFjLBfT1WrBX9NAVW7Y2fI4g/viewform?usp=sf_link


Every Friday this term is a sausage sizzle and juicies are available! Please deposit money into the PTA account and let 
Cori know!  

 
Mapounui 

 
We enjoyed a visit from some furry friends last week! Ada and Freda brought their guinea pigs Pip and Squeak to meet 
us. The guinea pigs were a little shy, but we tried to stay as still and quiet as we could so that we didn’t frighten them! 
We also learned some very interesting facts about guinea pigs: 

● They are NOT actually pigs and they are NOT from New Guinea. 
● They can become parents when they are only 3 weeks old. 
● They have more than 250 bones. 
● Best of all - they eat their own poop, which has lots of nutrients and is good for them! 

 

Mud Kitchen -  
 

The Junior Rooms are wanting a mud kitchen for 
Powerful Play. We are looking for someone who 
might be able to help us to build one. 

Do you have: 

● practical carpentry skills? 
● some spare time? 
● enthusiasm for working with young children? 

If you would like to help with this project, please 
email lyn@waitati.school.nz 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Huatea 
 

We have been humming along in Huatea, challenging ourselves with our learning and showing what great focused, 
hardworking learners we can be. 
We have three different target task groups running this term, they are the Kakariki Group, Kowhai Group and Karaka 
Group. The groups all have a target task to complete, but the Kakariki Group also adds in specific projects to their 
learning. If you have any questions, please feel free to email or get in contact.  
These groups aren’t to be mixed up with the Zones of regulation that we are doing in Huatea. These are our emotional 
zones. I have added some pictures of the zones below. 
 

    

 
 

Mihiwaka 
It is great to be back.  We have done so much learning and it is only Week 2.  

We are learning how to work together (Kotahitanga) with Kapuka while completing our Friendship project. 
PROJECT:  To come up with an idea to build and maintain healthy friendships within our Waitati Community, even 

with the impact of a Global Pandemic, then ‘pitch’ your idea to the team for judging. 

What does a healthy friendship look like, feel like and sound like? 

Kapuka and Mihiwaka thought this……. 

Compliments, hugs, smiling, sounds encouraging, sport, fun, getting along, kind, words are kind and respectful, 
peaceful, calm, safe, making memories, laughter, humour, not getting hurt, nice to each other, listening, same hobbies, 
spending time together, good communication, safe (not toxic), sharing, genuine, caring, inclusive, playdates or 
hangouts, positive, joyful, friendship bracelet, respectful, let you have space, talk to each other about problems, jokes, 
chill, supported, hugs when you are hurt or sad. 

We have been learning to write a narrative and what elements 
 of a story make it a narrative. We have described a setting and  
a character in our writing.  

 
We have been learning to solve problems and 
 add and subtract decimals. We have used money  
problems to do so.  How many different ways can 
 you make $5.00 with coins?  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
We have been learning about Zones of Regulation in our morning meetings.  

 
We are learning about our feelings  
and how to calm ourselves 
 when we need to. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
We have been learning about athletics and tried 
really hard on Tuesday at the senior Athletics Day.  
 
We have been reading in groups and to ourselves. 
We are learning to monitor our reading and make 
sure what we read makes sense and we understand 
the story as we read.  
 

 
 

Kapuka 
 

As part of the Kapuka Leadership Programme this term the class has undertaken roles and responsibilities                
around our kura. Here is the first installment outlining some of the jobs they have begun. We have received                   
some very positive feedback and we are proud of their efforts and emerging leadership skills. 

  

For our leadership role we will be helping the PTA 
with the Sausage Sizzle and Juicies every Friday 
lunchtime. We are doing this to give back to the PTA 
for all the things they do and the money that they 
gave recently for the Kapuka Class Ski Camp. 

Hi, I’m Taylah And I’m Chloe. For our Leadership 
role, we will be doing pencil and pastel art, while 
listening to music of your choice.Come to Kapuka 
after you’ve eaten your lunch. We will be starting 
this Friday and ending on week eight. Each week we 
will come around to your classroom and ask the 
teacher to choose two people. We look forward to 
seeing you there!!! 



  

Hi I'm Joy and I’m Enzo, on Thursdays both of us 
are going to be outside at lunch time helping and 
looking out for those who need our assistance. If 
you would like to locate us just look for someone 
walking around the school wearing a hi-vis vest. 
What we help with 
  

1. We help with arguments and disagreements 
2. We run for teachers when you've hurt 

yourself  
3. We can talk to you when you want someone 

to talk to 
4. We can play with people who feel left out or 

lonely 

Hi were Benji and Elmer and Shay and our 
leadership role this term is lunch time games. If you 
are in Mapounui or Huatea and if you want to come 
and play some games at lunch time, meet us on 
Wednesday at the swings after you have finished 
eating your lunch. 
The games we will be playing are :  

● Tricky tag 
● The Floor is lava 
● Hide and seek 
● Zombie tag 
● Cops and Robbers 

 
 

We will be going out every Thursday at lunchtime 
from 12:45 to 1:05pm playing games. We will only 
be out there for the first 20 minutes of lunch, so get 
out there FAST!!! This is mainly for Mapounui and 
Huatea. Remember to meet us at the COURT. We 
hope to see you there! 

Twice a week on Monday and Friday Lachie and I 
water the garden and the glasshouse for around 
fifteen minutes. Lachie also eats a lot of sorrel and 
fennel. We make sure that the garden is always 
healthy, and never thirsty. The glass house is on a 
sprinkler system, so when the glass house is being 
watered Nikau and I water the garden. We also 
water Huatea’s little gardens that live in the 
glasshouse. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


