
 

 
August 21 2020 
 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Thank you for supporting us over the Level 2 COVID-19 changes. I am grateful that we can be at school together. It is 
sad that Swimming has been cancelled, but hopefully we can return to Level 1 soon and get back to swimming. Thank 
you to the whanau who offered to support a walking school bus in the mornings. 
 
Thank you to Chris and Kapuka whanau for their continued support with fundraising. I am looking forward to Ski 
Camp. Look out for online fundraising of our jumble sale. Over the next week Kapuka ākonga (learners) will be 
preparing meals for camp. I was teaching in Kapuka on Monday and was impressed with the skill of each group in 
working out quantities and prices for the food they will prepare in advance for camp. 
 
Huatea ākonga (learners) have begun learning about the Zones of Regulation. It explicitly teaches children about 
emotions and emotional regulation. There are four colour zones we use to describe and understand how our brain 
and body feels. By teaching this programme in a manner that is easy for all children to understand, we hope to build 
capacity for resilience and their ability to ‘self regulate’ their emotions when things go wrong. If you are interested 
the programme draws from “The Zones of Regulation” by Leah M Kuypers.  

 
I am pleased to announce that the Board has accepted the 
final plans for an upgrade to the buildings at Waitati School. 
This is part of the Ministry of Education 5 year upgrade plan. 
Huatea and Mapounui will be renewed inside and joined by a 
glass sliding door enabling the space to be opened up for 
assemblies and team teaching. Kapuka will get new windows 
and doors. The sheds will get revamped. We are hoping the 
upgrade can happen during the January holidays. 
 
We also have the old dental clinic building which the Board is 
renovating to make another space for teaching and learning. 

This space will provide room for teachers to prepare their teaching along with resources, but will also have a room 
where small groups of children can go to learn. We are naming the building Kilimoko.  
 
I have been teaching in the classes while the teachers have their CRT release days. I am very impressed by the depth 
of learning I have seen. Creativity, deep thinking and resilience 
is evident. The children are also very respectful.  
 
In this photo you see Rebecca and Neave, working on a task for 
me. These wooden trees they are working with have a branch 
for each child to put their photo, name, age and likes.  In the 
background the children are designing  a scrapbook page each, 
about what they like at Waitati school and what they would 
like to add into their learning. Friendship is one of the most 
liked aspects of Waitati Kura. 
 
Tangata ako ana i te kāenga, te tūranga ki te marae, tau ana. 
A person nurtured in the community contributes strongly to society. 
 
Ngā mihi 
Tara O’Neill 
 



Term Two Calendar  
 
Ski camp - 31st August to 3rd September 
Cross country zones at Kapora Valley - 11 September 
Teacher Only Day - 11 September 
Whanau Hui - Friday 18th September @ Waitati Hall  
10am - 2pm- Exhibition of learning  2.15pm - Assembly 

 
MAPOUNUI 

 
We have been so busy in Mapounui, I can’t believe it's already week 5! We welcomed Shiny to our class this week 
and she has already made lots of great friendships in Mapounui. In the mornings, we have been working really hard 
on phonics, reading, writing and maths. I am so impressed with the children’s efforts lately in their writing and their 
confidence in being able to write independently! Check out some of our great writing about what we would do if we 
found a dragon: 
 
I would bring my dragon to school to show everyone. I would keep him in my lap. - Ada 
I want my dragon to be evil. - Moss 
My dragon is breathing ice and it can make fire. - Asher 
I would bring my dragon to school. - Lucy 
 
In the afternoons, we have been engaging in Powerful Play with Huatea. We have been putting out provocations 
according to the children’s interests and have an underlying science focus - lots of messy experiments and large ball 
skills. Rugby seems to be popular at the moment! We have been working on creating learning stories for the 
children’s profile books which you are welcome to view.  
 
Here are some recent photos of our swamp play on Friday with Lyn: 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
HUATEA 

 
We can’t believe that is week 5 Term 3 already! Where has the time 
gone? We have been so busy learning in our class and we can’t wait to 
share with you.  
 
During reading, some of the tamariki have been creating posters around 
researching animals of their choice. They have had to search, read and 
take notes around that animal and are in the middle of putting it 
together on their poster. We will be sharing these when they are 
completed at our sharing hui and on Seesaw. 
During the afternoon, Huatea has been loving exploring a range of 
different activities during play. There has been jelly crystal mixing (don’t 
worry we didn’t eat it!) to mix colours, exploring forces, gravity and 
friction through racing cars down a tube and the tamariki have been 
enjoying creating a range of artworks and role play with the ice cream 
shop. 
 
There are a range of learning stories in the tamariki’s home books which 
you are more than welcome to look at.  
 
We are looking out for some more resources for play, so if you can 
donate any of the following items, it would be greatly appreciated. 

- Pine cones 
- Old pots and pans 
- Rocks/pebbles (medium size) 
- Wooden spoons 
- Baskets 
- Cardboard boxes (a range of sizes) 
- Rope 

 

MIHIWAKA 
 

Time is flying by in Mihiwaka. We have been working on singing, printing, learning a little more about geometry, 
number knowledge and basic facts.We have been figuring out some of the language used eg. face, vertex and edge 

for 2D and 3D shapes.  We have been reading well together in our groups.  
 
Circle time has begun again. This is where we get to sit and chat about what 
might be going on in the playground or classroom and learn to resolve any 
conflict. This is also a good chance to reconnect with each other.  
For Railway Safety Week we joined a webconference with a LEARNZ teacher 
in Auckland as he chatted to the controller in his office about the electric 
train system they have up North.  We will continue our research so that we 
can start our first project together.  
 
One of our first questions when we had our 
live Web conference was - Do trains have 
wheels? It turns out they have bogies! We 
have found an experiment that explains what 
we can do at school to understand this better 
this week as part of our project.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
As part of our learning around  trains we have investigated air pressure 

and will continue to investigate water pressure and evaporation later this 
term. We intend to look at Maglev technology as well. Above is a photo 

with Emily and her upside down cup of water, why do you think it doesn’t 
all fall out?  Here is a write up of our experiment  by Olivia Dickson! And 

some history!  
 
Steam trains 1800’s 

● The first train ever made and on the tracks was invented 

by Richard Trevithick in 1804 22nd February. 

● The first passenger on a train was called Stephenson. 

● The driver that was driving this train died after the boiler 

exploded. 

● They name this train Penydarren.  

Diesel trains 1892 

● In 1892 a new type of train was made, the train runs of 

diesel instead of coal. 

● Diesel trains were invented by Rudolf Diesel. 

● Diesel trains took over steam in the late 1930’s. 

● They were invented because they were easier to maintain and were faster and used less energy. 

Steam trains needed coal for power which to some people was too much effort. 

Electric trains 1938 

● Robert Davidson then came in with his brilliant idea to make an 

electric train in 1938 2nd of July. 

● The electric train was made in Berlin. 

Maglev train 1984 

● The maglev train can go up to 603km per hour. 

● It was invented by Eric Laithwaite in 1984. 

● It is originally made in China. 

Hyperloop train 2013 

● The Hyperloop is the newest train invented. 

● In 2013 Elon Musk invented the Hyperloop. 

● The Hyperloop can go up to 1,200 km per hour as fast a plane! 

● There are 7 types of Hyperloop. 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 KAPUKA 

 
Getting ready for camp: over the past couple of weeks the Kapuka class has been getting ready for ski camp. Writing 
and costing out menus for our meals and weighing, and measuring ourselves for our ski gear in preparation for our ski 
camp are some of the things. 
 

 
 

Here is Atawhai and Keita calculating how much cereal 
we will need to purchase for the days at ski camp. 

Chloe, Joy, Eva and Bayden pricing out the best deals for 
one of our meals. 

 

 

Benji and Shay weighing Elmer Shay measuring Benji 

 
Kapuka also invited Jo Clarke in to talk to the class about the importance of a positive ‘got get em’ mindset and not                       
letting fear and anxiety limit the things you want to do. Jo shared her own experiences of mountaineering, hiking and                    
skiing to group and related them to some of the challenges we might find when on the ski field. 
 

 

 



 
Passion Projects/Manaki Papatuanuku 

 
Screen Printing with Becs DesFountain: 

Tamariki have built their own screens and are now figuring out how to use positive and negative space to print.  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outdoor Education with Mikaela: 
Thank you to Tareq and Holly More for helping us get to Warrington Beach on Friday. The boys had so much fun on 
their scavenger hunt at the beach. Lochie saw a seagull catch a fish and drop it down onto the beach to eat! The week 
before last we had braved the icy Ko te awa wai (Don’s Creek) at school.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
3D dioramas and animation with Bexs: 
 

 
 
The Mud People: Waitati Kura’s potters and ceramicists at work: 

  

  

 
 

Mapounui’s Swamp Play  

- There’s been lots of construction, including making “concrete”, hauling water, logs and pallets, removing nails, 

climbing and looking out for crocodiles! 

Here are a few pics of our adventures, and check out more in our class contribution in this newsletter. 

- We’d love some more tools,and materials to use in our swamp “projects”. See our letter below with some more 

details. If you have any of these things at home that you no longer need, please let me know (lyn@waitati.school.nz). 
You can drop them off at school or we can organise to pick them up from your place! 

 
 

mailto:lyn@waitati.school.nz


   

 

 


