
 

 
July 31 2020 
 
Kia ora koutou, 
Thank you for the warm welcome. The mihi whakatau was just lovely. I am 
so excited to finally be here. I feel a deep sense of Turangawaewae 
(connectedness). Waitati is beautiful, the landscape and the people. Thank 
you for being patient as I learn  names. For those of you I haven’t met yet, 
Matariki lantern walk might be an opportunity to put faces to names, please 
come and introduce yourself.  
As a whole school, learning has been focused towards completing lanterns 
for the Matariki walk on Tuesday 4th at 5.30pm. We will start with dinner 
and then walk together with our lanterns. Mihiwaka and Kapuka are 
collaborating on an art project focusing on geometry and kotahitanga. 
This will be on display during the Matariki celebration. The juniors will 
also have their artwork on display.  
Swimming started this week. Ãkonga (learners), loved it. They were 
focused, with huge smiles on their faces. Thank you for ensuring all 
tamariki  are so well organised. I enjoyed watching netball this week, and 
was impressed by the skill of our players.  
The other inspiring event was on Monday, with my first mihi whakatau 
for whanau. Welcome to our new students and we wish you all the very 
best with your learning. 
I am loving my new job. Waitati is a successful school, with amazing 
supportive whanau and  positive learning happening all around.  
Feel free to pop in and have a chat, or phone.  My cell is 02102660014, if 
you can’t get through, text and I’ll phone you back.  
 
Ngā mihi 
Tara O’Neill 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Term Two Calendar  
Monday August 3rd Swimming 
Tuesday August 4th Matariki Celebration - 5.30pm.  (Bring a plate) 
Wednesday August 5th Author visit (Robin Belton and Kathryn van Beek) - 1.30pm at library.  
Thursday August 6th Cross Country at Waikouaiti 
Monday August 10th Swimming 
Thursday August 13th Cross country postponement day 
 
 

 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PTA Beano’s Fundraiser 
Order forms to get the most DELICIOUS pies in the region delivered to Waitati School for easy pick up are now 
available. The form can be picked up from the office or via email. Money must be in by the 12th of August and pick up 
will be available from around the 26th of August. PLEASE DEPOSIT MONEY INTO THE PTA ACCOUNT and cash can be 
handed into the school office or to Kirby. There is a huge selection to choose from so please be sure to have a look! 
 
YEAR SEVEN VISION SCREENING 
The Vision Hearing Technicians from Population Health will be visiting Waitati School to screen all year seven 
students for distance vision (amblyopia & hyperopia). This test determines how well your child is able to see at a 
distance. It involves reading an eye chart. (Not required if the child wears glasses). If you do not wish your child to be 
screened please fill out an opt-out slip, which are available at the school office before our visit. 

 
Lost Property will be displayed for pick up TODAY and on Friday August 7th. Please come onto school grounds to 
collect.  
 
Violin lessons 
Caitlin Grey is a local Violin teacher, using the Suzuki method which is fun, trains the 
memory and introduces reading.  She is offering lessons that could be arranged for 
during or after school especially if there were a number of children interested.  Parents 
pay.  Please phone Caitlin to arrange.  0220380055. 
 
Mana After School Care will be onsite at Waitati School on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Please visit their website if you would like to learn more: 
https://www.manaafterschoolcare.com 
 
Road safety 
The 40 km flashing road signs are now operational.  Please notice them and keep to 
under 40km.  

 
 

MAPOUNUI 
 

In Mapounui, we have been working collaboratively with Huatea on our lanterns and Koru Art. They look fantastic 
and we can’t wait to show you all on Tuesday! We welcome Zara to our class and are enjoying getting to know you. In 

the afternoons we have been having powerful play and here are some photos of our creations: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.manaafterschoolcare.com/


 
HUATEA 

 
We have been super busy in Huatea for the last couple of weeks. We have been working really hard on our writing                      
and we are enjoying having Lyn in our class on Tuesdays and Thursdays to help us extend our knowledge.  
Last Friday we welcomed parents into our classroom to help with our lantern making for the upcoming Matariki                  
Parade and it was a great success.  
For math we have been looking at Patterns for Geometry. We have been working to create Koru Art to help decorate                     
the hall. 
We have been enjoying Powerful Play on a Thursday afternoon and we are looking forward to having it back three                    
afternoons a week. Our next project for Powerful Play is to create a Mud Kitchen. If you have an old sink, Pallets, a                       
44 gallon drum, old pots, pans or cups at home please feel free to drop these into either Kat or I. 
Below are some pictures of some of the work that we have been doing. 
 

 
Making Lanterns 

 
Milo spinning urge 

 
Clay swinging 

 
Felix’s Koru Art 

 
Hunter’s Koru Art 

 
Freda’s Koru Art 

 
MIHIWAKA/ KAPUKA 

 
It has been very busy in class as we work together to reach our goals. We have been working collaboratively to                     
complete an art project and our lanterns. The art project will be on display at the hall on Tuesday. We have been                      
learning about famous New Zealand artists like Ralph Hotere, the meaning behind each of the stars in the                  
constellation Matariki, tuku tuku panels and the patterns that symbolise things like rain, flounder or mountains. We                 
have been learning to use a new art medium, Indian ink. The children have put in a lot of effort, please ask them                       
about their artwork when you get to have a look.  



 
 

  

Taylah Robert and Fergus 

  

Isla Falco, Oli, Enzo and Elmer 

 
The lanterns are made from Toetoe sticks, tissue paper and masking tape. In pairs the children planned and designed                   
their lantern while looking at two dimensional and three dimensional shapes, edges, faces, vertices and angles. We                 
are learning to use geometric language in class while enjoying rich learning experiences as we continue learning                 
together (Kotahitanga). The lanterns will be at the hall for children to share with you at Puaka Matariki. The night                    
walk will be a chance to see the lanterns glow!  
 
 

   



   

   

We are so lucky we can celebrate together at this time, Maori New Year although the festival itself was earlier. So many                      
countries in the world are experiencing isolation due to Covid 19. It is lovely for the children to be able to be together                       
for a community event. How lucky we are!  

 
Blueskin Playcentre Farewells Nanny Sue 

 

On Sunday Sue Bourne was farewelled by 
the Playcentre community. She has been 
volunteering as an Educator, President 
and many other roles over the years on 
the Executive while nurturing the tamariki 
at the centre. She was given a key and 
made a life member of Blueskin 
Playcentre. Thank you Nanny Sue for all of 
your efforts supporting young children 
growing up in Blueskin Bay. Warrington 
Playcentre has merged with Blueskin 
Playcentre and we look forward to 
meeting families from Warrington around 
the school.  

 
 
 
 
 

Passion Projects/Manaki Papatuanuku 
 

Thank you to all those people who came into school and helped make lanterns last week.  
We will be running Manaki Papatuanuku and Passion Projects together on Friday afternoons this term. Children will be                  
working on projects with an environmental slant. These include beeswax wraps for the school community, stop                
animation with dioramas with an environmental slant, screen printing to upcycle old t-shirts, ceramics, outdoor               
education and dance with an environmental. We will start these in week 3 of the term. Donations of any fabric (cotton)                     
for the beeswax wraps would be greatly appreciated.  

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Puaka/Matariki at Waitati Hall  

 
Let’s celebrate together, the days are getting longer!  
 
Starts 5:30 for shared dinner (potluck)  
 
Lantern walk after dinner and tidy up.  
 
Please bring a lighter or matches to keep your child’s lantern alight.  
Dress warmly for the night walk, gum boots.  
Your own cutlery and plates.  
Kids not to play in the car park- please remind them 
to stay inside the hall.  
 
You will get an email explaining where we are walking 
and the event via email soon.  
 
Lantern walk Map follow the yellow line  
 
 
 
 


