
 

 
June 29 2020 
 
Kia ora koutou 

 
It has been a busy couple of weeks but the end of term is now               
clearly in sight. Hopefully students and staff will be able to enjoy a             
slightly more normal holiday than the last one. 
 
Learning conferences were well attended, and the feedback about         
the process has been very positive. On Friday, parents will receive a            
paper copy of the finalised     
goals. Thank you teachers    
for the work you have put      
into these. Remember to    

keep up conversations with your child over the next two terms to ensure that              
these remain living documents. 
 
Last Monday, we enjoyed a joyous rainbow celebration to coincide with Pride            
month. This was organised by Keita and Atawhai, who worked closely with            
Chris and myself to ensure a programme which was age appropriate and            
focused on tolerance, diversity and inclusion. 
 
It was wonderful to be able to finally farewell Stacey Honeywill on Friday in              
fitting style. It was an emotional occasion and the tributes from past and             
present staff, students and the wider community certainly confirmed the huge contribution that she has made to the                  
school. 

 
Finally I wish to thank all families, BOT and staff for the great             
support I have felt over the last term. I am confident that the school              
is in good heart as it moves into a new chapter. I am sure that Tara                
O’Neill will receive that same support as she transitions into her new            
role, and I wish the whole school the best of luck for the future. I am                
sure I will stay in touch! 
 
 
Ngā mihi 
John Fisher 
 

 

Term Two Calendar  
 
Wednesday 1 July Book Character Dress Up Day 
Friday 3 July Last Day of Term 2, Final Passion Project Day 
Monday 20 July First Day of Term 3 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT: Mana After School Care will be onsite at Waitati School on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please visit their website if you would like to learn more: 

https://www.manaafterschoolcare.com/ 
 

https://www.manaafterschoolcare.com/


 
MAPOUNUI 

 
We have been lucky enough to accept an iPad for use in Mapounui all 
thanks to South Fuels and our local contributors. A big thank you from 

Mapounui! 
 

This past week, we have been reading about dragons. We had a go at 
making dragons as well and then flew them around our classroom. We 
then wrote stories describing our dragons. Have a look below: 

  

  

We have also been sharing our reading with Mihiwaka and have engaged in buddy reading with them. Here are some 
photos.  

 
  

Eli, Otto and Coen Josh and Hugh plus Angus and 
Lachie. 

Ada and Emily with Alex 

 
 



HUATEA 
 

Huatea has been super busy in class lately! We have been writing up a storm and last week we learned about paper 
aeroplanes and aerodynamics. Some of the topic words are lift, drag, thrust and weight...Ask your children about 
them and they will be able to tell you all about it! We were so busy having fun making planes that we forgot to take 
any photos! 
In class we have been rocking our Target Tasks. We have begun to use a coding app called ScratchJr. The children 
have a chance to create a scene and make the characters do what they want by putting on actions. Below is Fletcher 
with a scratch that he created! 
I have included some photos from Wheels Day! 

 
Fletcher and his Scratch Jr.   

Courtney, Alexia, Hank, Macey, Freda and Milo all lined 
up and ready to get biking! 

 
Neave getting ready to bike the course! 

 

 
The class enjoyed GoNoodle on a cold winter morning. 

 
MIHIWAKA 

 
Mihiwaka has been really busy working on managing themselves during the day with target tasks, that include 
literacy, reading, math and spelling. We are becoming more confident with time management and setting our own 
learning goals. During maths, we have been working on number knowledge at our different stages and basic facts.  
As a class, we have been learning about persuasive writing. We are learning to write our opinion, choosing and 
researching a topic, brainstorming ideas, planning, introducing our writing with a hook, persuading the reader that 
our opinion is right, writing paragraphs with a main point and details that support that, writing a conclusion and 
checking our punctuation and grammar. Here is some of our writing. You might need to grab a cup of tea and a 
biscuit to read all of this!  

 
Children Should not go to bed at 7:00pm  By Eli 

I say children should not go to bed at 7:00pm. 
If children go to bed at 7:00pm they will have so much energy they will run around the house 10 

times then they will say to their mum, “I do not want to go to sleep!”  
I say children should go to bed at 8:00pm or 9:00pm, definitely not at 7:00pm. I go to bed at 

10:00 at night. Then I have a lot of energy for the next day at school.  If a kid  goes to bed  too early 
they will wake-up too early and cause chaos to the family. 
 
 



CHILDREN  SHOULD NOT   GO TO BED AT 7:00pm … because they will wake up early. They can’t have 
long sleepovers. It’s torture to leave a kid in bed at 7:00pm.  

Do kids have to go to bed at 7:00pm? Children want to have fun.Children want to play with friends. Do                                       
you want a happy kid?  Well if you do put your kid in bed late you will get a happy kid. 

Do you want a dirty house? If you don't, put your kid in bed late otherwise they will be angry and destroy 
the house.   

So should kids really go to bed at 7:00pm? No, I don’t think so because your kid would rather play video 
games with their friends. It's better for children to  play video games late because afterschool is a good time to play 
them. What we're talking about is never going to bed at 7:00pm. 

You should not put your kid in bed at 7pm on sleepovers because they have to have fun at sleepovers. If they 
don't have fun, is it a sleepover? I don't think it is in my opinion. 

Do you want your kid to have friends? Well, most kids who play video games play them late. 
Well I do. If your kid watches a movie most kids watch it late.In my opinion. 
Like say if you're watching a 3 hour movie and you start it at 6pm your kid only gets 1 hour of the movie.  In 
conclusion kids should not go to bed at 7pm!!! You've seen how much torture it is!! 
By Charlie 
 
Should rainforest  logging be banned? 

Should rainforest logging be banned? 
Think about it, trees give oxygen so cutting them down won’t help AT ALL!  
Firstly, animals die from deforestation. Almost 137 species go extinct every day from 
logging all the native, natural trees from the rain forests. Also about 50,000 animals 
die from logging each year which is realy, really bad!! 
Secondly, cutting down trees is bad for the environment, so if we're trying to save the 
world then why are we doing this to the planet?  People who are cutting down native 
trees tend to replant but mostly with palm, especially in Indonesia. Palm trees are then 

cut down again to get out the oil.  Factories use the oils to produce plastic junk, we don't need!  When they make 
plastic the factories spill toxic oils and create smoke polluting the planet even more! 

We are destroying different habitats quickly around the world because of deforestation. Did you know that 
14% of the world used to be the amazon rainforest but now only 6% of the world is amazon which means we have 
cut down 8% of the amazon over the past few years! About the size of 27 foot ball fields get cut down every 
minute. Also did I mention that animals are disappearing because of us humans, cutting, chopping and burning 
down all the homes of the creatures!  
In conclusion all rainforest logging should be banned to save our planet, to save our animals and to save our lives! 
  BY Emily PEPPERCorn 
 
Children should not go to bed by 7pm 

I strongly believe that children should not go to bed by 7pm, because if they go to bed by 
7pm they might wake up really early like 5am. I know right? That's bad, parents should go to 
bed by 7pm. 

Firstly, do kids really have to go to bed at 7pm? No, children do not need to go to bed at 
7pm. Do you want a grumpy child? Well you do not want a grumpy child in the night. Going to 
bed by 7pm is a torture  for kids. If a child was a boss for a day they would make parents go to 
bed by 7pm. 

Secondly, if kids go to bed by 7pm they will feel torture,if parents go to bed by 7pm,they                  
will feel torture too, so please let your kids let go to bed late. If you go to bed by 7pm you will                       
have learning problems. 

Thirdly, kids should go to bed by their age, like if you were 7 you have to go to bed by                     
7pm. Kids should choose to go to bed like parents! 
I know that in this story I'm using a lot of 7pm because kids should not go to bed by 7pm! 

Lastly, I consider that children should NOT go to bed by 7:00 because if they go to bed by                   
7pm and wake up they will have a lot of energy in the morning. And children should not go to                    
bed by 7pm.  
 



Sleep. 
Hi I'm here to tell you that children should definitely go to bed at 7p.m because you can just lie there thinking 
about anything you like! Also do you want to be really grumpy in the morning because you didn't get a good night's 
sleep? Here are some good reasons why children should go to bed at 7 p.m. 

Firstly, if you wake up in the morning  you could get up early so you don't have to be in a big rush to 
school and get to school late so then your teacher is annoyed! Help! The teacher is growling at me! 

Secondly if you are just lying there you can read for a long long time. Personally I love reading! Anyway 
back to the subject. I feel so relaxed when I'm lying there so I think if your parents didn't tell you to go to bed at 
that time you could just choose to. 

Thirdly if I close my curtains and close my doors I can secretly play in my room without anyone knowing. 
If my parents start to come over to my room I will quickly put everything away,  jump into bed and act like 
nothing ever happened.Cool but occasionally I get caught and go to jail no just they say go back to your bed or 
keep reading your book instead of playing !she would say frustratingly. 

If you put your lights out then you can close your eyes and think about great times so that you can finally 
go to sleep...Oops I just fell asleep myself! Because sleeping is sooo relaxing. Also, sleeping is one of the things 
that you will have to do in your life because For example: You were at the bank and you were talking to the 
person at the counter or something and all of a sudden you are fast asleep! Here’s another thing. Sleep is really a 
really healthy thing for your body. A baby has 14-15 hours of sleep a day 1- 3 years old is 12-14 hours 3-6 years old 
is 10 to 12 hours, 7 to 12 years old is 10 to 11 hours 12-18 years old is 8 to 9 hours 18 to 65 years old is to 7-9 
hours, 65 + Years old 7 to 8 hours per day. It depends how old you are or how active you are. 

But I can understand that it is fun to stay up for hours and hours until you're so tired that you just face 
plant onto the floor and have to be rushed to the hospital because your parents think you literally have died right 
in front of them. I absolutely love doing that. My parents actually get fooled! 

But in conclusion, kids should go to bed at 7p.m! 
By Lara  

 
Football is Better than Basketball. 
In my opinion and in a lot of people's opinions, football is better than basketball and here's why. 

Firstly, football is more popular than basketball; football has 3.5 billion fans and basketball only has 
400 million. I think that's partly because the stadiums are bigger than basketball ones. 

Secondly, football is more active than basketball. Basketball games go for 40-45 minutes but football 
games go for 90 minutes(which is 1 hour and a half). To be a good football player you need to be fit, agile 
(move quickly), strong and fast.  

Lastly,there are more local teams in football than basketball because basketball needs a court which 
costs more than a field or a pitch.  

 
New Zealand Sports Table 

 
As you can see from this graph football is more popular than basketball 
and rugby union in both genders.  
 
All in all you should believe football is better than basketball. By Fergus 
Laws 
  
  

 
Why video gaming is better than tv!!  
Queensland university study reveals  that video gaming is better than tv because you don't do anything 
mentally or physically while watching tv, however in video games you do both! 

Watching tv can worry a kid. Some programs make children feel like the world is dangerous and 
something bad is going to happen to them and they will probably get nightmares, like the news ranting about 
covid non stop or A Series of Unfortunate Events series, horror shows and more. 

Video games engage your mind and body.  For example thumb exercise is working a body part and 
raging requires hand eye coordination.  



However, there's also some down sides to video games, for example spending too long on video 
games can cause obesity and aggressive behavior from sitting around too much! Too much time spent on 
the screen can lead to sore eyes, tiredness, blurry vision, and headaches. Kids seem to become so 
engrossed in video games that they forget to take breaks. Video games can harm your brain, memory, and 
vision. Too much gaming can cause stress, anxiety, and even loneliness if you spend too much time 
playing. Video games can even kill brain cells and interrupt a person's sleep and that would not be good.  

Good stuff now we're done with the bad stuff for good. Here's a good part, video gaming is far better 
for children from 2-5 than tv. Research has shown that playing these games can improve self-esteem, 
cognitive skills and in some cases, physical activity, like the Star Wars game on the xbox 360 where you 
jump around alot.  

I read a study that said that video games don’t hurt your eyes. Children that played action games 
scored better in their vision test.  

Another  thing you may be wondering is why parents hate video games. They refuse to understand 
that you can make lifelong friends that you would have never met if you didn't play. Parents think that 
everyone you play with online is a child predator. They fail to understand that you can make money from 
playing video games. Another cheeky fact is that video games before bed can help you sleep. 

In conclusion I think that if parents want their own time then put children on video games NOT TV!!! 
(That is even if you put them on a screen, by the way put them on a book there better than video games.)  
By Oliver Deaker  

 
KAPUKA 

 
For the past couple of weeks the Kapuka class have been learning to summarise information they have researched as 
part of their reading and writing programme. 
Below are a few extracts: 
 
‘Schools need to start later. According to this website https://www.independent.co.uk starting school later would 

double kids energy and half the sickness rate. Kids need sleep and if they don’t get enough they become grouchy and 

whiney. There have been multiple online petitions in England about this (over 100,000 people signed it).’ 

Extract from Elliot’s summary on ‘Why schools should start at 10.00am’ 

 

‘The German Shepherd is an excellent working dog. German Shepherds are calm under pressure and trainable, and 

they love to work. This dog is well suited for working in high stress situations, German Shepherds have been used in 

police work for more than 100 years.” 

Extract from Freya’s summary on German Shepherds 

 

The best place to put your trap is near a fence or wall, or where you have had bites on chew cards. Also make sure 

your trap is flat and stable. Good bait to use for your trap includes cheese, nutella, milk chocolate and walnuts. 

Having a target animal is a good idea, because you can use traps that are specially designed for that animal, and also 

have a bait that works well for that animal. Also, plan your route on a map or GPS if possible.  

Nikau’s summary on trapping 

 

Thomas Sanders is a singer, actor and scriptwriter. He started his career on Vine and Youtube and reached over 8.3 

million followers on Vine making it one of his most successful social media platforms in short history. Some of the 

work he does includes funny skits, pranks, singing and he is a civil rights activist.  

Extract from Atawhai’s summary on Thomas Sanders 

 

An elephant is the largest living land mammal in the world. The colour of them varies between gray and brown and 

they are usually found in savannas, grasslands, and forests. They weigh up to 8,000 kgs and are 10 to 13 feet tall from 

its feet up to its shoulders with four feet and large wide ears. 

Extract from Esme’s summary on elephants 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/school-start-tim-10am-student-illness-health-academic-performance-study-a8072231.html
https://www.britannica.com/science/savanna
https://www.britannica.com/science/grassland
https://www.britannica.com/science/forest

