
 

 
22 May 2020 
 
Kia ora koutou 
 
Collectively we have done it! We have reached the end of the first week of being fully operational, albeit with a                     
slightly new normal. There is a very positive feel within the school. Thank you for your adaptability around the drop                    
offs and pick-ups. Both are running smoothly, as is the entry of parents on to the school site when required. My                     
priority in relation to curriculum and the day to day activities of the school will be to try and maintain some continuity                      
for staff and students through the remainder of the term. Seeing the students interacting with their teachers and                  
peers so easily, and being able to restart familiar programmes such as technology for the seniors, and Manaaki, has                   
therefore been very pleasing. We will be looking to reintroduce other familiar parts of the school day such as Passion                    
Projects next week. 

 
 

We did have a lot of fun on Wednesday as some students worked with Sally in the garden (and discovered a huge                      
marrow in the glass house), Mapounui explored the swamp, and the rest of the students moved some more of the                    
bark, to mulch the native trees. 
Mapounui has been a hive of activity with all the newbies Kat outlines below. What an interesting time to start your                     
school career. Parents never forget their children starting school but these memories might be a bit clearer than                  
normal! 
There are a number of additional things I need to provide information about so please look for an email at some                     
stage today. 
Have a lovely weekend. It feels like it might be time to support a local business for an hour or two after school with                        
staff. It’s what we are being asked to do to help the team of five million! 
 
Ngā mihi 
John Fisher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
MAPOUNUI 

 
Wow it’s so great to be back and see everyone in Mapounui! We have been engaging in lots of play and 
reconnecting with each other. We also welcome to our class Niamh, Lachie, Blake and Jacob who have 
started with us after lockdown. Mapounui has also been having visits from Banjo, Hugh and Asher and we 
can’t wait for you to join our lovely wee class.  
 

 

Enjoying the sunshine! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blake, Alex, Toby, Hugh and Niamh working 
collaboratively on a castle. 

 
 

HUATEA 
 

Oh my gosh, it is so good to be back in the classroom with the big smiles and lots of air hugs. We have been 
looking at well being and making sure that everyone is ok after the strange last few weeks. 
We started off with Powerful Play on Monday afternoon, sharing time and just a general catch up with each 
other. Then on Tuesday, we introduced Measurement and made a line of tallest and shortest in the 
classroom and were able to compare a range of different objects.  
We are currently working on “Our Window to Lockdown 2020.”  Keep an eye out on Seesaw for pictures of 
your child’s work. 

 
Lumi worked hard on her poem of the day. 

 
Clay and Rebecca completing their poems and 

Alexia finding her reading book. 



 
Zachely, Courtney, Brooklyn and Emily all working 

hard! 
 

Milo focused on his poem of the day. 

 

 
MIHIWAKA 

 
Lockdown seems a long time ago after just a few days back at school. It has been great seeing the children, 
listening to them catch up with each other and having our classroom back. We have spent the last few days 
settling in together. We have been learning about space in dance and how to work as a group. We have 
revisited times tables (just a little), some phonics, reading and writing.  We have also established clear rules 
around End Ball and had a really good game today! It was lovely to see the children singing with Jae 
Braford, our new music teacher.  La la la la la la ... 
 

 

 



   

 
  

Enjoy these frost themed excerpts from the class. We are learning to use adjectives in our writing!  
 
Cold, chilly, freezing words that describe.. a frosty morning. One of the most horrible words! The day this 
story starts I wake up like any other day, woke up on the wrong side of the bed, fell out and got changed. 
After I had breakfast (vegemite toast) I hopped on my bike and went for a ride. An hour later I get back 
home and hop in the car to go to school.  
On the way to school I bumped into Mikaela. “Morning Will” she said. “M-morning” I shivered back. As I 
biked into school grounds my eyes met an amazing site… Frost lots and lots or frost. I crunched against the 
tyres of my bike, I put my bike away and trudged up to the classroom, my hands were gone I knew it! As I 
reached the classroom I got a blast of heat. I sat down for a few minutes to warm up, then I walked back out 
into the cold weather to join my friends.  
By William Reid 
 
In the frosty morning I walked to school and saw heaps of frost. I walked through crunchy, glittery, cold frost 
to the classroom. My nose and toes were very numb. The grass was as white as snow. The frost looks icy 
vanilla ice cream, it is beautiful. 
By Ashlyn Sculpher  
 
Frost, crispy, crunching through my feet oh how I love the feeling of frost. White shining in my eyes, cold on 
my feet. I shiver. The frost is the best.  
By Jeremy Dempster 
 
 
 



 
Frost is the dew that got so cold it turned into a thin layer of ice. Frost is like a tiny glacier. Frost looks like 
little ice people dancing.  
By Otto Bauchop 
 
I wake up in bed and do a big yawn. I look out the window and see the lawn covered with white, glistening 
frost. “It’s beautiful”I think to myself. 
“Mia, get ready” I hear my Mum shout. I have one more quick look at the frost before getting ready. I 
quickly run into the kitchen and quickly eat my breakfast or I’ll be late. I pack my bag and go outside to open 
the gate for my Mum. The frost is wet and slippery, I almost slip. I start punching the ground. Ahhh my 
hand’s gone numb. 
By Mia Norbury 
 
Frost, frost, frost, frost. Why does it have to be so beautiful? You see, if it were as ugly as Mr Twit then I 
could just hate it overall! The reason I’m in a love/hate relationship with it is because it is so utterly pretty, 
yet when it’s around I feel like I’ve been dumped in Antarctica with no clothes on! (Much to the surprise of 
all the seals and penguins.)  
By Ada  
 

KAPUKA 
 

We had a great first week back in Kapuka. The class has enjoyed being back together and no longer having 
to rely on online meetings to catch up. We have been reflecting on our lockdown experiences and capturing 
these through our artworks ‘A window into my lockdown’. The success of our ‘learning from home’ project 
work has seen us continue this back in class. The Kapuka students enjoy having choice when selecting their 
projects and it is an opportunity for them to pursue their passions and interests.  
 

   

Esme Belle Bea 

   

Lachie Keita Benji 



  

Robert Freya Bea 

   

C.C. Joy Atawhai 

 


