
 

 
        24 April 2020 

 
Kia ora koutou 
 
I feel I have been in regular contact, so I promise to keep this brief. We need to leave room for                     
wonderful examples of the students’ home learning and news from our teachers. These are              
extraordinary times for students, parents, teachers, support staff, office administrators, BOT           
members and principals. Childrens’ clearest memories of school during adulthood typically centre            
around school camps and other exciting experiences. However, for our current older students in              
particular, I am sure there will be an enduring image of playing a positive part in a major event in                    
our country’s history. 
 
As I write, we are still gathering data on the attendance survey. Thank you for your prompt and                  
clear information. We are confident that with the numbers we are likely to have at school, we will                  
be able to provide a safe learning environment. As soon as the plan to ensure this is finalised, I will                    
share it with the board of trustees and then parents. This may not be until Friday evening. 
 
I want to take this chance to thank all the staff and board at Waitati School for their commitment,                   
flexibility, support and good humour in the face of adversity. I know that we wouldn’t be where we                  
are now without all these traits being displayed. The other thing that has been so gratifying is the                  
degree to which parents and children are displaying these same qualities. Kia kaha. The light is                
shining brighter. 
 
Ngā mihi 
John Fisher 

 
Board of Trustees’ Update 
 

The BoT wants to pass a huge vote of thanks to John and the staff for their amazing ‘keep 
calm and carry on’ approach to the ever changing levels of information and advice moving 
through the education system at present. John has shared with the BoT that the staff have all 
got great engagement going with their pupils and that is amazing. Behind this is the great 
level of support from all of the families answering surveys, getting kids on to apps, zoom 
meetings and looking over the shoulder with their projects. 
  
We also wanted to let you know that we got seven applications for the Principal position. We 
have short-listed these to three to interview via Zoom over the weekend. They all have 
existing experience with senior management roles and in one case we have an application 
from a current Principal of a small Primary School. 
  
Antony 

 

Term Two Calendar  
 

Tuesday 28 April                Teachers Only Day  
Wednesday 29 April School opens for students who must attend - Details to be emailed 

 
 



 
MAPOUNUI 

 
Wow, I have to say how impressed we are with our tamariki (and supportive parents) who have worked hard 
and taken on the challenge of learning from home. I can finally say I feel increasingly confident in using Seesaw 
(big shout out to Bex there!) so will be putting up more challenges on that platform. Here are some of the many 
pieces of work we have had the privilege of viewing over the last few weeks.   
 
 

Moss working hard on printing 

  

 
 

 
 

HUATEA 
 

I would like to say thank you to all the parents in our community who have taken on the challenge of learning 
from home. We have had some fabulous learning happening on Seesaw and coming in via email. Lots of walks, 
challenges (boat building, seal creating, food gathering) lots of writing, printing and beautiful reading. Keep up 
the fabulous work Huatea!  
 

  
 

 
It is not an easy task and I am sure that there will be walls that you have to climb over to get to the 
end. In these challenging times, you need to remember that it’s all about wellbeing for you and your 
whanau. If those walls are too big to climb, let it be, have some play, prepare a meal, have a coffee, a 



break, some time to refocus, regather and come together as one whanau. Then if you feel like it will 
work, try again.  
These are times where we don’t have the answers, we are learning together, alongside each other to 
see what works and what doesn’t. Don’t put too much pressure on yourself or your children. 

 
MIHIWAKA 

 
Mihiwaka is learning a huge amount at the moment. I can see they are able to sign in to their own 
email, use Google docs, Prodigy, EPIC, ZOOM, Studyladder and SeeSaw from home and much more. 
The rich learning experiences from home like cooking, board games, playing with siblings and tidying 
up their own room are wonderful. Mihiwaka children have been learning multiplication, area and 
perimeter, reading for fluency and writing a journal that they check each day for punctuation and to 
see if it makes sense. Other children have chosen free writing. I have included a few examples of their 
learning.  

 
Charlie’s times tables. 

 

 
 
Fergus Lloyd’s 
perimeter and area. 

 
 
AJ is planning his tiny 
house, he knows where 
his furniture will go, 
windows and doors etc.  

 
 
Beth is writing some great 
stories each day. Children 
are sharing their learning 
on SeeSaw each day.  

 
 
Oliver’s planning and 
measuring for his tiny 
house.  
 

 
 
SeeSaw times tables. 

 
 
Mia’s portrait of her Mum.  

 
Lochie’s writing at home.  

 

 This is how learning looks in Mihiwaka. Pretty neat! 
Well done Emily :) 

 
 



 
This is Mihiwaka’s home learning contract children shared with me on SeeSaw. They are keeping up with daily 
reading, writing and tiny house projects. I am enjoying watching children taking charge of their learning. They 
are self managing throughout the day to complete activities on SeeSaw and fill out their checklist.  
Of course if it is difficult to get online or make a class meeting on ZOOM then c’est la vie (that's life, let’s not 
stress too much about it), I am just so proud of the effort I can see online from our tamariki. I am thrilled with 
the level of whanau engagement in our class as well. Thank you all so much for staying in touch and sharing your 
learning. You are all doing a wonderful job with your tamariki! It isn’t always easy, so please be kind to yourself 
and take breaks.  

 
KAPUKA 

 
The pictures below say it all, Kapuka students have risen to the challenge of the change in the learning 
environment. This experience has been an opportunity for more project based and self directed learning. The 
kids have shown independence, adaptability, diverse thinking and problem solving. It has also provided the 
opportunity for students to explore and pursue their passions and interests. A big thankyou to parents and 
whanau for your support. 
 

 
 

Freya’s ultimate lock down room. 
  

Atawhai art work using oil paints. Keitas Jurassic Park inspired 
lockdown painting. 

 

 

Lani’s diary entry and chef skills. Nikau’s Covid19 predictions. Elmer’s Covid19 predictions. 

 
 

One of Alex’s photographs from her 

photography collection. 
Bayden’s visual diary. A snippet of Benji’s diary. 

 


