
 

 
14 Feb 2020 
 
Kia ora koutou 
 
We started the year with a mihi to welcome four new 
students.  Nau mai, haere mai Mia and Ella Norbury, Lucy 
Collett and George Romeril.  This takes our roll to 81. 
 
Enrolment Scheme 
As our role continues to grow (we will have 95 tamariki at            
the beginning of Term 2), the Ministry of Education would          
like to begin talks with us about implementing an enrolment scheme (zone). School enrolment zones stop                
schools from getting overcrowded, and give children who live in the school area (the zone) a guarantee that                  
they can go to their local school.  I will keep you updated as we progress further. 
 
Walk n Wheel Week - Monday 24 February - Friday 28 February 
We are encouraging all tamariki to walk, cycle, scooter or skateboard to school this week. We will have a                   
walking bus from the library every morning leaving at around 8.30am. If you normally drop your child/ren                 
off to school, drop them to the library to walk with us. We are also going to have the Mayor of Dunedin join                       
us walking to school on the Wednesday of this week. 
 
Otepoti Māori Achievement Collaborative 
Yesterday we had a mihi to welcome my colleagues who are part of the above group. The Māori                  
Achievement Collaborative (MAC) is a professional learning and development pathway by principals for             
principals focused on changing education outcomes for Māori students. In all: “Leaders helping leaders to               
become better leaders!” It is visionary and transformational and aims to build the capability of schools to                 
inquire into, recognise and delete barriers impeding improved educational and cultural outcomes for Māori              
in partnership with students, whānau, hapū and iwi. 
 
It was great to be able to host this hui and I was super proud of our tamariki as they welcomed the group                       
onto our school. This group are organising the professional development day for Otago teachers on the 6th                 
March. This PD will provide 140 kaiako with shared stories of Ngai Tahu history in our area, which will                   
support our localised curriculum. 
Ngā mihi 
Stacey 

 
Term One Calendar  Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com 

 
Monday 24 Feb Board meeting 5.45pm 
24-28th Feb Walk n Wheel week 
Tuesday 3 March East Otago Senior Swimming Sports 
Friday 6 March School Closed - Teacher Only day 
10-12 March Kapuka camp - Puketeraki Marae 
Wednesday 18 March Senior class cycle skills day 
Monday 23 March School closed Otago Anniversary 
Monday 6 April Board Meeting 5.45pm 
Wednesday 8 April Mapounui, Huatea, Mihiwaka - Marae Visit 
Thursday 9 April Last day of Term 1 
Tuesday 28 April School Closed - Teacher Only Day 
Wednesday 29 April Term 2 starts 

http://www.waitati.wordpress.com/


 
MAPOUNUI 

 
We have had a great start to the year in Mapounui, welcoming two new students, Ella and Lucy - haere mai!  
 
We were lucky enough to go to the art gallery and learn about the Treaty of Waitangi. We learned about                    
how the Māori lived in Aotearoa first and then the British came over on ships to live. Here is our artwork we                      
made. Our background shows traditional Māori patterns and then we placed a picture in the middle of                 
something the British people brought with them.  
 
 

  

  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HUATEA 

What an amazing start to the year we have had! We have been so busy that it feels like it should be later in the 
term, but it’s only day 7!  

We had a fabulous trip to the Art Gallery on Monday afternoon, we created some spectacular work!  
 
The walls of our classroom are already full of beautiful artwork. Holiday writing, transformation art and our                 
artwork from the Gallery are just a few things we have been up to, as shown in these colourful photos! Come on                      
into Huatea and have a look!  

 
MIHIWAKA 

 
What a fabulous class we have in Mihiwaka. We have been demonstrating kindness and filling buckets.  

I would like to share some writing. 
 

Hello, my name is DJ and I am at a concert but I am not playing. I am in the crowd waiting for Furry Bunny to 
come out from behind the stage. Oh no! The producer has come on stage. Everyone goes quiet, the producer 

says Furry Bunny can not make it to the show. The show is cancelled, everyone leaves.  By Jeremy  
 

A cat in a storm.. 
As the honey yellow sun rose up from the lilac sky, I raised my paw to cover my eyes from the sun. Slowly I got 
up only to see dark clouds in front of me. Quickly I jumped out of my squishy cat bed, climbed down my tree 
house ladder and rang the storm bell.  (When there is a storm you need to ring the bell and then all the cats 

protect their homes). Then everyone in cat land got out their emergency protective gear and in about ten 
minutes covered their houses. Now I had to do mine, I dashed to my treehouse and covered it up when suddenly 

the kitty bus came with all the cats that were there at the time. They covered their homes and the bus. The 
storm was so close now that I felt a drop of water on my nose. Then my fur stood on end. So I rushed back to my 
cosy tree. Since I had had no breakfast this morning, I poured some biscuits into my bowl and ate. It was soooo 
good! Then I lay on my bed and watched the storm come closer and closer until I heard a loud bang! It made me 

jump! I hid under my fluffy blanket. By Emily 



 

 
 

Our trip to the art gallery was part of our learning around the Treaty of Waitangi and biculturalism, multicultural                   
diversity in Aotearoa. Here we are at the Brazillian exhibition which encouraged us to break the rules by drinking                   
and making noise in an Art Gallery. We learnt about Aotearoa’s history. We learnt that the colonists brought                  
with them animals that made them feel at home. We learnt about the population of Māori which dropped                  
quickly when diseases from Europe spread and muskets were introduced. We challenged our thinking by using                
round pieces of paper in our art. The pictures we painted were chosen as they reflect the cultures at the time                     
the Treaty was signed.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Pizza Fractions stories.  

 
My pizza has 4 equal parts. ¾ of it has peppers. 4/4 pieces have bacon. ¼ have 

pineapple. ¼ have mushrooms. Isla 
 

My pizza has eight equal parts. Zero out of eight pieces have olives. 4/8 pieces 
have pineapple. Five out of eight pieces have peppers.  Mia 

 
My pizza has 6 equal parts. 0/6 has pepperoni on it. ⅙ sausage is on my pizza. ⅙ 
peppers are on my pizza. 4/6 bacon is on my pizza. ⅙ pineapple is on my pizza. 

⅙ mushroom is on my pizza. Ashlyn 
 

Please come in and read our Cinquain Summer 
poems! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KAPUKA 
 
 

As part of our maths/ fitness programme the students have been learning about position and orientation                

which is part of their learning about geometry and measurement. We have been running orienteering               

courses around the school, measuring our classroom and drawing it to scale. 

 

 

 

  

 
On Tuesday the Kapuka class spent the afternoon at the Dunedin City Art Gallery. Our learning focus was 

portraiture and the art programme was called ‘Scary Portraits’, where zombie-like paintings were created by the 

students. 

 

  
  

    



    

    

    

 

Community Notices 
Help Keep Hospice Services Free 

The Otago Community Hospice Street Appeal is on Friday 6th March +Saturday 7th March. 

We are looking for more collectors to help us out with this appeal. Would you like to give your child the 

experience of giving back to the community? 

We need collectors for Friday afternoon or Saturday.  One hour shifts. Children must be accompanied by a 

parent at all times. 

 

Please contact Rebecca for more information 473 6005 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Art Gallery Trip 2020 

 

 


