
 

 
       28 Feb 2020 

 
Kia ora koutou 
 
Walk n Wheel Week 
Thank you for supporting this kaupapa and meeting us at the Library to walk to school in the                  
mornings. We have had a great turn out everyday with Wednesday being our best day (perhaps                
that is because of our special guests). However, this week has got me thinking about the amount                 
of tamariki that are driven to school and collected at the end of the day. As we are a green/gold                    
enviroschool perhaps we should be thinking about this in a different way - could we have a walking                  
bus to and from the Library each day? Would we have some parents who would volunteer to do                  
this at the end of the day? We could set up a roster to share               
the load. This would also reduce traffic in our carpark which           
can no longer cope with the amount of cars we have each            
day. If this is something you could support please let Cori           
know in the office. 
 
Nau mai, haere mai 
On Monday we had a mihi to welcome Toby Kennedy,          
Charlie Dickson, Kaea Grant and Coen Downing to school.         
This now takes our roll to 86.  
 
East Otago Senior Swimming Sports 
The following tamariki are representing us next Tuesday in the above event: - we wish them luck!! 
Bea Casey, Bayden Clearwater, Lachie Clearwater, Benji Dempster, Eli Des Fountain, Freya Des             
Fountain, Eva Howe, Lucia Howe, Elmer Jenkins, Alex Johnston, Fergus Laws, Robert Lloyd, Charlie              
McCormack, Mia Norbury, William Reid, Josh Tasker and Elliot Deaker. 
 
Teacher Only Day 6 March - a reminder that school is closed for instruction next Friday. - Also please note                    
scheduled Teacher Only days next term below. 
Ngā mihi 
Stacey 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES UPDATE 
 

The Waitati School BoT had their first meeting of the new year this week. Antony Deaker was                 
appointed as Chair. 
  
The BoT met with Kathryn Palmer and Lyn McKinney from the Ministry of Education to discuss the                 
ongoing roll growth at Waitati School, the school has doubled in size since 2014. The BoT has requested                  
the Ministry’s support to develop an enrolment scheme, this will provide the platform to manage               
enrolments in a fair and transparent way. Over the next few months we will meet with the BoTs of our                    
neighbouring schools - Warrington, Purakaunui, Sawyers Bay and Dunedin North Intermediate. We will             
share the proposal with school whānau and the wider Waitati community. An enrolment scheme will               
essentially end up with a map to define our school’s catchment area with definitions to prioritise                
decisions for pupils wanting to attend the school from outside the catchment. Definitions could include               
that priority will be given to the siblings of existing pupils for example. An important note to make from                   



the outset is that the formal adoption of an enrolment scheme will not affect any current pupils of the                   
school, it will only relate to future potential enrolments. 
  
Whilst developing the enrolment scheme the BoT are also continuing to discuss options to best manage                
available teaching spaces at Waitati School. 
  
The BoT also discussed preparations for the winter flu season and the possibility that Covid 19 could                 
establish in New Zealand. In the coming weeks staff will be emphasising hand hygiene throughout the                
day and developing guidelines to support parents with decision making about when to keep children at                
home to minimise the risk of spreading flu bugs. 
Best regards Antony 

  
Term One Calendar  Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com 

 
Tuesday 3 March East Otago Senior Swimming Sports 
Friday 6 March School Closed - Teacher Only day 
Friday 13 March Some Otago Highlanders visiting (Kapuka) 

Assembly 2.30pm in Huatea 
Wednesday 18 March Senior class cycle skills day 
Monday 23 March School closed Otago Anniversary 
Friday 27 March Assembly 2.30 in Huatea 
Monday 6 April Board Meeting 5.45pm 
Wednesday 8 April Mapounui, Huatea, Mihiwaka - Marae Visit 
Thursday 9 April Last day of Term 1 
Tuesday 28 April School Closed - Teacher Only Day 
Wednesday 29 April Term 2 starts 
Friday 8 May School Closed - Teacher Only Day 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Thank you for making such a great start to the year in terms of notifying the office about absences. Just                    
a reminder that the Skool Loop app makes recording absences very easy. The best part about Skool                 
Loop is that it is free for the school to use, as opposed to the cost of texting. Download the app from                      
Google Play or the Itunes App. 
 

MAPOUNUI 
 

In Mapounui, we have been learning through play and have set up a hospital where the children have 
been role-playing doctors, nurses and patients. There were lots of emergency situations like broken 
legs, sore tummies and sore arms. We even created an ambulance to transport the urgent patients to 
hospital! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The big book we have been looking at is called ‘Pirate Polly’ and we have made pirate hats and have 
described them in our writing. Check out Moss and Ella’s work! 

 

http://www.waitati.wordpress.com/


 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HUATEA 
 
We have been loving our Powerful Play on Friday mornings. Here are some photo’s: 

 

Playing mum’s and dad’s Playdoh snowmen by Murphy 
and Te Paia 

Building at the construction table 
are Robbie and McKyla 

 
Making pictures are Brooklyn, 
Zachely and Courtney 

 
Always reading is Alexia and 
Angus 

 
 
Using Brainboxes are Hunter, 
Jasper and Clay. 



 
We collected the rainbow from 
the playground. This is Purple. 

 
Green 

 
And Black! A single Pukeko 
feather!  

 
We have been really busy getting used to being secret learning agents in Huatea that we have 
forgotten to take photos of our learning! Feel free to come in and see what we have been doing in our 
books. 
 

MIHIWAKA 
 

Our class has been getting into a routine  with printing, 
phonics, writing, reading and maths each day. We have 
been learning how to write an explanation about our 
art. We researched each of the images we chose on 
Chrome books.  
The Treaty of Waitangi was an agreement signed 
February 6th 1840 between Maori Tangata whenua 
(people of the land) and British settlers.  My Waitangi 
day border is all rainbow because of ALL the different 
colours of the world. The sky is blue, grass is green, 
apples are red, brown tree trunks, pink for berries, black 
for the night, yellow for the moon, orange for flowers, 
purple for the whales tail and of course white for the 
land of the loooong white cloud.  

I drew a whale because of all the whalers that came to kill the whales to get oil (whale blubber) and meat. 
Nowadays whales are endangered, some are extinct! The whalers killed 4200 whales (mainly humpback) 
between 1911 and 1964 when the last whale was caught in New Zealand waters. The closure of the Perano 
whaling station was announced on 4th January 1965. I painted a cat because the cats could catch mice and rats. 
The mice and rats would nibble nibble nibble Maori’s food. Cats are the most common companion pets in New 
Zealand. However, cats are also highly efficient predators and are known to kill all kinds of native wildlife, 
including birds, lizards and insects.  Some cats are wild and harm other cats to fight over food. The cats also kill 
birds that can’t fly. Cats kill up to 3.7 billion birds.  
The Maori had special grain houses made out of wood. The front if the grain house was yellow and the top part 
was brown. It is carved beautifully.  
Marama (the moon) is quite special. I painted the  moon because it is very important because it gives us light and 
coolness and night time.  Maui slowed down the sun so that night time and sun time were even.  
By Lara 
Walk and Wheel Week  meeting the mayor! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
KAPUKA 

 
Over the past couple of weeks Kapuka’s focus in writing has been editing and recrafting. We have also 
been learning about punctuating our work, in particular ‘speech marks’. Below are some of the 
students writing. 
 

The Fox  
I walked out from my house and down to the bushes. 

“Rustle rustle.” I quickly turned. A small fox with a monocle and top hat stepped out from the bushes. 

“Hello, and why am I here?” the little fox said. I froze. 

“Pardon '' I said, still not believing what was happening. 

The fox jumped up on to my shoulder and yelled, “WHERE AM I!?” This time I was brave enough to talk! 

“You're in my bubble of personal space!” I said with a mean voice. I picked up the fox and shoved it back 

into the bush. 

“ You belong in there!” I yelled. 

“ Are you okay?” my mum called from the kitchen. 

“Yup,  I was just managing a small problem.” I called back. 

By Keita 

 

The Creepy Day (an excerpt) 
Two cloaked figures walked towards us, closing in on us. We quickly jumped onto our bikes,but it was no 

use… 

By Benji 
 

A Girl in a Forest 
She lives  in a cabin. It is brown and black and she has her bed inside. Her name was Tomle. Tomle has long 

black hair down to her hips. She is skinny and tall. Tomle lives in the cabin alone. One night she went 

outside in the forest and she heard a voice saying, ‘ Tomle, Tomle come and play.’ She had goosebumps . 

By Chloe 
 
An excerpt by Bea 
“CUT! That's a rap. Good job today Lizzy.”  

Finally the set was over. 

“So how does it look?” I asked. 

“Fabulous, I am exhilarated to have you part of our team” said the director. “Alright ladies chop,chop”. 

 “Yes Miss Prezzly…” we moaned. It’s not that he’s a bad director, it's just that we were all tired. 
 
An excerpt by Lachie 
It was  going to be a good day. The sun was shining early in the morning and the surf was up. I got my 

phone and rang my friend Miles. The phone was ringing for a while and then he picked up. 

“Hi Miles speaking.” 

“Hey Miles its Connor, I was wondering if you want to come surfing with me at the beach?” 

“Sure, what time.” 

“At 5:30pm.” 

“Sounds good, meet you at my house.” It was 4pm and I was getting ready to meet up with Miles. I got my 

board and waxed it, got my wet suit, and then in the car to meet Miles. When I got to Miles house he was 

waiting there with his gear ready to go. He jumped in the car and away we went to the beach. 
 


