
 

 
26 September 2019 
 
Kia ora koutou 
 
Ski Camp 2019 
I was away last week on ski camp with the Kapuka tamariki. This was a fantastic camp and such a great                     
learning experience. Many hadn’t skied before (including Chris) and I was so proud of the determination                
and bravery that they showed on the slopes. The support they showed for each other on and off the                   
slopes was amazing. I would like to share a comment that was made to me from a visitor to the lodge “I                      
would like to tell you that I think your students have been one of the best schools I have seen here. I have                       
enjoyed watching the way the staff and parents interact with them. I would have loved to send my                  
children to a school like yours if I had the chance.” This certainly made me feel extremely proud of                   
everyone involved at camp. 
 
Ka mihi nui to Chris for all of this mahi that he put into this trip. Chris has provided an excellent learning                      
environment in Kapuka and this is evident in the way the tamariki interact with each other. Of course,                  
these camps are not possible without whānau support and I would like to thank Bec, Tania, Tristan,                 
Eamon and Nathan for coming along to support.  We appreciate the effort you put in. 
 
Draft Strategic Plan 
A reminder that you are welcome to come along to afternoon tea today to give feedback on our draft                   
strategic plan (this has been emailed out).  This afternoon tea will be in Kai Rakau after assembly. 
 
I would like to thank our team for all that they have done for our tamariki this term. I wish you all a very                        
relaxing break and hope that the weather warms up for us.  Stay safe! 
Kā mihi 
Stacey 

 
Term Four Calendar  Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com 
 
Monday 14 October Term 4 starts  
Tuesday 15 October School Photos 
Tuesday 22 October East Otago Senior Athletics (postponement 24 October) 
Monday 28 October Labour Day  
Monday 4 November Board Meeting 5.45pm 
Tuesday 5 November Senior North Zone Athletics 
Monday 25 November School Closed - Teacher Only Day 
Tuesday 26 November East Otago Junior Athletics (postponement 28 November) 
Monday 16 December Prizegiving 6.00pm 
Tuesday December 17 12.30pm - school ends for the year 

 
 

On Tuesday, the 15th of October is SCHOOL PHOTOS!  

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.waitati.wordpress.com/


MAPOUNUI 
 
Wishing you all a very happy holiday, I have missed my class this week. I have spent a lot of time lying down                       
stretching and putting an ice pack on my back. I have had plenty of time to reflect on what we have been                      
learning in class and am starting to catch up on paperwork. I am looking forward to seeing you all again next                     
term.  
I just love this photo of Angus feeling so proud of his maths! Here we can see the concentration on Gabriel’s                     
face as he glues his tens frame worksheet into his math book. Such a wonderful bunch of learners in                   
Mapounui! Take care lovelies, see you soon. Mikaela 

 
HUATEA 

 
We can’t quite believe that this term is coming to an end. We             
have had so much fun getting to know the newbies in our class             
and forming new relationships, creating musical instruments,       
learning about sounds that different instruments make and        
completing our learning contracts. 
We had the lovely Melanie Harper come and teach us golf a            
couple of weeks ago and we enjoyed making potions at          
Powerful Play. We have attached some photos.  
We hope that you    
have a great   
holiday and that   
the sun shines   
bright like a   
diamond!  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 
MIHIWAKA 

 
Here’s hoping you have a great couple of weeks rest and relaxation, during the holidays. I have grandies                  
coming from Auckland and a stay at the Otakou Marae, so the time will fly for me. Here are some of the                      
things that children think were the highlights of the term: 
 

● We loved going to the museum and finding out about space. 
Lara. 

● The best thing was doing research about different species of 
animals. Elmer and Beth. 

● Learning about the planets of the solar system was 
fascinating. William and Josh. 

● Making the rockets at the museum was cool. Taylah, Koa and 
Austin. 

● Slideshows were a great way to show our research about the 
Moon landing. Evie and Ashlyn. 

● Our favourite thing was doing the tower book challenge. 
Emily and Lucy. 

● We liked the challenge of creating a spacecraft that could 
land without the astronauts (marshmallows) falling out. 
Fergus, Robert, Falco and Bayden. 

● It was great performing our Kapa Haka at the poly festival. 
Joy and Ada. 

● I am enjoying learning about and making the tapa cloths. Otto. 
● Swimming has been great and I have really improved. Jeremy. 
● Passion Projects were really fun. I did life skills and P.E. Eli. 
● I loved doing all the art. Shay. 
 
Let’s take off for the holidays. See you next term! 
Mihiwaka 

KAPUKA 

 
Ski Camp: Coronet Peak 16th - 19th September 2019 

Group photo at Otago Ski Lodge 
 
Last week Kapuka spent four days at Coronet Peak skiing and bonding as a class. This camp gave the students 
many learning opportunities including persisting, working together, finding humour, taking responsible risks, 
resilience and challenging themselves.  What follows are short written highlights from each student.  
 



‘My most memorable moment was skiing with my friends. The funniest moment was Max trying to pass me in the 

lesson and falling over.  The most enjoyable moment was taking my friends down all the harder runs. My favourite 

moment was coming first on my last run and hanging out with my friends and family.’ By Alex 

 

‘My most memorable moment was… being questioned by a random French dude (who worked there), because I 

went the wrong way.’ By Atawhai 

 

‘My most enjoyable moment was when we had a talent show and we won a Milky Bar because we had the funniest 

skit. The skit was about the art of going to sleep on ski camp. Ski camp was fun.’ By Bea 

 

‘The funniest moment was seeing Esme falling over, then as soon as she stood back up I fell over.’ By Belle 

 

‘My funniest moment was hitting a jump and face planting and going fast and spinning out, getting a snowball to the 

face and making a sled track.’ By Benjamin  

 

‘The funniest moment was Max playing twister in the weirdest merino blue tights while Will pretty much sat on him. I 

think Max somehow still won.’ By Elliot 

 

‘My most memorable moment was when Eva was a 12 month pregnant mother making soup for a talent show skit.  

The funniest moment was when I lost both of my ski’s and fell halfway down the mountain and took about half an 

hour trying to put them back on again.’ By Esme 

 

‘My most memorable moment was when we all came in for lunch and Max confidently boasted about getting “One 

meter height  and three meter distance!!!” off of a small jump on the Big Easy.’ By Ethan 

 

‘My most memorable moment was seeing all the skiers up from the ski lifts and the sun setting. The mountains were 

beautiful too.  The funniest moment was…when CC fell over on the boxes, she was sitting down on her skis and she 

couldn't stop.  The most enjoyable moment ...when we got back to the lodge and did all the activities.  My favourite 

moment was…. Skiing down the Green Gates with everyone.’ By Eva 

 

‘My most memorable moment was going down Green Gates with my friends. The funniest moment was when we did 

the skits and Eva was 12 months pregnant and I tried to spray Bec but I fell over.  The most enjoyable moment was 

going down the ski fields fast and throwing snowballs at my friends.’  By Freya 

 

‘The funniest moment was the skit, we had Tristan in our group and we did an act about skiing. We all decided we 

should do an act where we were all skiing and then Tristan came along on his snowboard and made all of as fall over. 

When Chris called us in we were third in the line to perform. We were watching all the other groups they looked 

really good, then it was our turn everyone laughed. We all sat there quietly waiting to see if we won. It was 

‘Remarkables’.  

By Lachie 

 

‘My favourite moment was when I challenged myself on the Fall M1 and on Million Dollar. I was nervous to go down 

the big slopes but Tania and Rebecca told me that they are easy. I went down the slopes and I didn't fall.’ By Lani  

 

‘My most memorable moment was going up on the chairlift.  My funniest moment was when Eva did a roly poly on 

the Lower M1.  The most enjoyable moment was skiing with my friends.  My favourite moment was going down 

Green Gates with everyone’  By Lucia 

 

‘The funniest moment was 100% Max taking Stella’s ice cream with no explanation, ate it and then did the same thing 

to Eva and Esme.’  By Luis 

 

‘My most memorable moment was Will falling over after screaming POWDER!  The funniest moment was Will falling 

over after screaming POWDER!  The most enjoyable moment was Will falling over after screaming POWDER!  My 

favourite moment was Will falling over after screaming POWDER!’  By Max 

 



‘My most memorable moment was when Will, Max, Ethan, myself and a couple others were skiing down the full M1. 

We decided to go off track (bad idea,) Will went down first, he skied down the icy slope like a boss then just before he 

got to the bottom he shouts...”There’s powder”. Then face plants. Max does the same and so do some others. I 

waited, then skied down careful not to make the same mistake.’  By Niila 

 

‘The funniest moment was Max wearing  tights that were way too tight for him and then Lachie sarcastically 

complimenting him on his sense of fashion.’  By Nikau 

 

‘My favourite moment was when I went down the Full M1, Million dollar and Green Gates. Rebecca and Tania took 

me up the chair lifts then showed me my way down the full M1, Million Dollar and Green Gates. I was nervous to go 

down the full M1 but when I had gone down it, I enjoyed it. I enjoyed ski camp.’  By Shelby 

 

‘The most memorable moment was doing the group skits on the last night.  The funniest moment was a lot of snow 

fights that started with me  flicking the snow off my skis.  The most enjoyable moment was getting out of the ski 

boots at the end of each day.  My favourite moment was when we went skiing down Greengates with most of the 

class.’ 

By Stella 

 

‘I may or may not have hurt my wrist while coming down a run, but you don’t need to know about that. Ski camp this 

year was quite different compared to the others I've been on and not necessarily in a bad way. I’d say my strongest 

memory was probably on the way to and back from Coronet Peak in Tristan's car, where around 99% of the time was 

full of carpool karaoke.’  By Sylvia 

 

‘It was funny when Whaea Stacey told Ethan to get rid of half a box of ice cream, he walked around hunched over for 

half an hour because he felt sick and then watched all the games of Twister Max was in.’  By Tamsin 

 

‘My most memorable moment was when I got overconfident and was hitting every jump in sight. I was on the chair 

going up the Meadow Express and saw a jump just off the M1.  I tried to  hit the jump and crashed and after I hit the 

ground I rolled down to the Big Easy.’  By Will. 

 

MANAAKI PAPATUANUKU 
 

Well as this term comes to a close, I notice that this school has such a strong embedded philosophy around Manaaki.                     
It was clear when we completed the term reflections that the children knew how we incorporated this into our                   
community.  
Next term we are focusing on Respect for the diversity of people and cultures. This will entail learning some games,                    
sports, myth and legends, kai and art from some of the cultures that make up Waitati.  
We will also be having a Beach Day and Clothing Swap during the term. Please start sorting old clothes now.  
If you have any questions please email or have a chat.- Bex 
 

PASSION PROJECTS  
 

The children suggested the following ideas for project-based learning this term, Sculpture, Upcycling, Life              
skills and PE. Thank you to John, Beatrice and Dylan for your help on Friday afternoons. The children were                   
really engaged in their learning! Thanks also to Phillipa, Holly, and Becs Des Fountain our dedicated team and                  
all the lovely teachers at school. A big thanks to Stacey for starting up Passion Projects. I enjoy it as it has                      
given children a say in their learning and empowered them to make choices based on their interests.  



 

 
 
 


