
 

 
28  June 2019 
 
Kia ora koutou 
 
It was unfortunate that we had to cancel our Matariki celebra�on this week. On Monday we had ¼ of                   
the tamariki away and �⁄� staff were also sick. There is a lot of sickness going around and today we s�ll                     
have ¼ of our tamariki away. This bug is nasty! Can you please make sure that you keep your child                    
home if they are unwell, we have had some tamariki come to school and have had to send them home                    
again as they are not well enough to be here. Keeping them home will stop the bug spreading in the                    
classrooms. 
 
I am pleased to share that we will be welcoming Chris Slabbert to Waita� at the beginning of Term 3.                    
Chris will be teaching in Kapuka and he comes to us with experience teaching in senior classrooms.                 
Chris will also be star�ng his son Angus with us in Term 3. We very much look forward to welcoming                    
Chris, his wife Estelle and Angus to Waita�. 
 
We will be saying goodbye to Anne�e at the end of this term. I would like to thank Anne�e for all that                      
she has done for the tamariki in Kapuka this year. Anne�e, you have gone the extra mile with your                   
fundraising efforts and this has set the tamariki up well for ski camp. The ‘mini fair’ really stepped up a                    
notch this year!  We wish you all the very best for the future. 
 
Progress reports will be coming home today - keep an eye out in school bags for these. Next week is                    
your opportunity to meet with your child/ren’s teacher for learning conversa�ons. These conversa�ons             
will have students involved this year. If you haven’t already made a �me to meet can you please                  
contact teachers to do so. 
 
Today we had a Mihi to welcome Joy, Lorraine and Brooklyn Wilson to             
Waita�. These girls are Mikaela’s nieces and we know that they are going             
to have a fabulous �me here and make many new friends. This takes our              
school roll to  83 . 
 
This is the last newsle�er of the term, so I wish you all a very safe and                 
enjoyable break - stay warm! 
Ngā mihi 
Stacey 
 
Term ThreeCalendar   Our web calendar also has updates  www.waita�.wordpress.com 
 
SCHOOL SWIMMING EVERY MONDAY 
 
Monday 22 July Term 3 starts - Swimming Term 3 
Friday 26 July Otago Rugby game - Oamaru 
Friday 2 August School Quiz Night  
Monday 5 August Source to Sea presentation    
5.45pm 
Tuesday 13 August East Otago Cross Country 
Monday 16 September Senior Ski Camp 
 

 
 

http://www.waitati.wordpress.com/


 
MAPOUNUI 

 
Mapounui has been learning about addi�on, specifically, adding        
numbers from 0-5, 0-10 and adding tens and ones. We also learnt about             
doubling and halving numbers. We have also been learning how to           
sound out words using phonics in our reading.  
 
Some of us have been learning to ask and answer ques�ons while we             
read. These strategies help us make sense of our reading. We learnt how             
to ask and write a ques�on, we then thought about an answer and             
wrote that down as well.  
 
We have been exploring paint colours, using clay to make pinch pots,            
bu�ons, the tree hut and field to kick a ball around and making lanterns.  
 
We are s�ll enjoying the swamp although it is very wet and boggy. Our              
lovely Year 2 children have been visi�ng Bex in Huatea to get ready to              
start in Term 3. They have all been a delight to teach and wonderful              
leaders in Mapounui. We wish them the very best as they con�nue on             
their learning journey. I am super proud of how far you have come!             
Arohanui, Mikaela. 

 
HUATEA 

 
It has been a hive of ac�vity in Huatea these last two weeks. We have con�nued to work on our                    
diorama for space, made lanterns and done some amazing Matariki art. The class has been managing                
themselves so well and most of them have been choosing their own learning (with guidance from me)                 
especially during the morning. This means that they are able to push themselves with their learning. 
In math, we have been learning about measurement, specifically length, we have used cen�metres and               
metres and also used a non-standard unit of measurement.  
For wri�ng, we have been wri�ng lots and have just completed a book of published work. Have a look in                    
Huatea to read some of our work. We also have our swamp wri�ng on the wall for you to read.  
During Powerful Play on Friday, we had some music playing and some of the children chose to dance                  
their way through the morning, we also had lego out and there were some amazing crea�ons being                 
made.  
 

 
 



 
MIHIWAKA and KAPUKA  

 
Senior Sports Day at the Edgar Centre  by Tama� 
When we arrived at the Edgar Centre we stood outside against the wall for a solid minute before being                   
led into the building and seated at the end, where the year 7 & 8’s got separate sea�ng from the rest of                      
the Waita� Senior School. A�er having a quick snack we followed the crowd and, once again, a�er                 
arriving at the court the year 7&8’s got separated and seated in a different sec�on of the court than the                    
rest of them. We got separated into groups and sent off in different ways to our ac�vi�es. 
 
My group’s first ac�vity was rippa, and for that, we played a few games which I can’t remember, but I                    
can remember a guy running into the side of my head which hurt quite a lot so I sat out for the last                       
game.  
 
The second was gymnas�cs, that was pre�y hard! They made us do heaps of relays that I didn't really                   
see the importance in, a�er the relays we went onto a track that consisted of a few jumps, hula hoops                    
and a bar we had to do a loop on. 
 
The third ac�vity was athle�cs, which was overall ok. We got to run an obstacle course relay, jump and                   
then get tested on jumping, and throw nerf darts (which Warrington was by far the best at). 

 
The fourth and one of the best ac�vi�es was basketball, I enjoyed the game called ‘Shark and Minnows’                  
in which there was a shark without a basketball and minnows that had basketballs. The minnows would                 
line up at the end similar to octopus and the shark would call “Fishy fishy cross my ocean!” and all the                     
minnow’s a�empted to dribble the ball across the court while the shark would try to knock the ball out                   
of their hands. If the shark was successful in this venture the minnow in ques�on would become a shark                   
in the next round. 
 
By far the best ac�vity was wheelchair basketball. It’s really quite hard to explain why it was so fun                   
because the only definite answer is ‘Wheelchairs!’ It was really fun compared to gymnas�cs because               
instead of running around and ge�ng �red out, I could just wheel around the court in a wheelchair.                  
Shoo�ng hoops from a wheelchair was hard, to say the least. I didn't get a single point but just riding                    
around was fun enough for me. The coach also taught us a trick where if you waved your arms the                    
wheelchair would turn by itself. I have a new understanding now for those in wheelchairs. 
 
The next ac�vity was pre�y great as well, it didn’t really look fun at first but once you got into it, it was                       
actually pre�y fun. During hockey we played another varia�on of octopus called ‘Pucktopus’ it was               
basically the same as ‘shark and minnows’ but the people who were out became seaweed instead of                 
tacklers.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

We have also been looking at Matariki and created these Poupou. We also had fun making our lanterns 
and thinking about how we can be environmentally friendly.  
 

Announcements 
School Holiday French Classes at Blueskin Library 

 
● Run by a French Graduate and a qualified teacher 
● Fun, interac�ve lessons for 7 to 12 year olds 
● Small group size (6-8 students) 
● Wednesday 10th of July, Thursday 11th of July and Friday 12th of July from 10:15 AM to 11:15 AM 
● $30 per child for the three classes 
● Contact Ka�e on 022 119 5647 of Pauline on 027 717 0282 by July 1st if interested!  

 
Musikids Holiday Programmes July 2019 

Find out more informa�on on Facebook/musikidsdunedin or email  musikids@gmail.com 


