
 

 
13 June 2019 
 
Kia ora koutou 
 
What is Learner Agency? 
One of the strategic goals in our strategic plan is ‘children will take increasing ownership of their learning by                   
setting learning goals, understanding success criteria and planning to meet their next steps.’ This year we                
have had professional development as a team to enable us to increase ‘Learner Agency’ within the school.  
 
One way of thinking of learner agency is when learners have “the power to act”. Agency is when learning                   
involves the activity and the initiative of the learner, more than the inputs that are transmitted to the                  
learner from the teacher, from the curriculum, the resources and so forth. Learner agency is embedded in                 
The New Zealand Curriculum key competencies as “the capabilities that young people need for growing,               
working, and participating in their communities”. 
 
Tamariki have set their learning goals with their teacher and some are able to work independently on a                  
variety of tasks throughout the day that support their learning. We are very much at the beginning stages of                   
this journey and will continue to strengthen this practice as the year goes on. 
 
Student Absences 
We have a legal responsibility to detail reasons why tamariki may be out of school. Please remember to text                   
the school cell (027 624 1781) or call the office (03 482 2888) before 9 am if you have a child staying at                       
home because they are unwell. If you are planning on going away for a holiday or special whānau occasion                   
can you please let your child/ren’s teacher and Cori know the dates and reason for the absence.  
 
Sleep 
We have noticed lately with the change of season that some tamariki are very tired by 2pm in the afternoon                    
which is affecting their learning. Sleep is important for restoring energy, and for growth and development.                
There is increasing evidence that not enough, or poor quality, sleep can negatively affect children’s               
behaviour, learning, health, well-being and weight. It is recommended that children aged between 5-13              
have 9-11 hours of sleep. It is not just the amount of sleep that is important but also the quality of sleep.                      
The tips below may be helpful: 
 
● Have a regular bedtime routine: this might include your child having a shower, brushing their teeth, then                 

going to bed. Quiet activities, like reading, are good before bed. 
● Have a regular bedtime and wake up time. This will help your child understand when it is time to sleep. 
● If your child is going to bed too late, gradually change this by having them go to bed 30 minutes earlier                     

and get up 30 minutes earlier. 
● Avoid active games, playing outside, and screen use (eg, TV, internet, computer games, etc) in the hour                 

before bedtime. Try dimming the lights earlier. 
 
Ngā mihi 
Stacey 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Term Two Calendar  Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com 
 
SCHOOL SWIMMING EVERY MONDAY 
Tuesday 25 June Mihiwaka/Kapuka Edgar Sports Day 
Tuesday 25 June Matariki Celebration 6.00pm 
Friday 28 June Junior Assembly 
Monday 1 July BOT Meeting 5.45pm 
Week of 1 July Learning Conversations 
Friday 5 July Senior Assembly (Last day of Term) 
Monday 22 July Term 3 starts - Swimming Term 3 

 
 

MAPOUNUI 
 
I thought I would share some writing about Big Books this time around.  We are enjoying our busy time at 
school. We are learning, playing, swimming, singing at Kapa Haka and with the whole school, taking care of 
the environment with Manaaki Papatuanuku and choosing something we are interested in to learn during 
Passion Projects! 

 
 
 
 

Grumpy Rhino 
 

Rhino sees lion walking in his space. He kicked up the ground 
and he grouched. By Ink 

 
Grumpy Rhino met a giraffe. Rhino was happy! She was a girl. 

She loved being a girl. The giraffe was in love with Grumpy 
Rhino and Grumpy Rhino was in love with giraffe. Grumpy 
Rhino had a baby. I think Grumpy Rhino is cool. Izzy was a 

giraffe. She loved being a giraffe. She was a girl. She loved her 
name.  

By Marla  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.waitati.wordpress.com/


 
 

 
Mice in Kitchen 

 
The mice went to the kitchen.  By Zachely 

 
My parents have seen mice. By Gabriel  

 
The mice went into the kitchen to look for food. They went scampering 
over the table! The teeny weeny mice went scampering over the table! 

One day the mice ran into the kitchen!  Mama mouse went Squeak! 
Papa mouse went Squeak! The teeny weeny mice went Squeak! Squeak!  

By Macey 
 
 

 

 
 

HUATEA 
 
Over the last 2 weeks I have been assessing for progress reporting. I have been so impressed with the                   
results and you should be proud of all the         
work that your children are doing.  
We have been working hard on our solar        
system diorama and answering our     
wondering questions from the start of the       
term. There will be some slideshows and       
dioramas ready to share at assembly. 
We have been focusing on persuasive writing       
around the topic of ‘should all tamariki be        
allowed in the swamp?’ and there are plenty        
of good arguments for both sides.  
Lots of the Huatea children have improved so        
much with their skipping and are practising at        
morning tea and lunch times! They are       
making great progress!  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
MIHIWAKA 

 
Winter greetings from Mihiwaka. We are thrilled to have Lyn back with us this 
week and to wish Jeremy a ‘Happy Birthday.’ 
The children wanted to share their art. We have been focusing on how to draw 
using vanishing points, with amazing results. Check out Austin’s, Ada’s, 
Robert’s, Beth’s, Lara’s, Bayden’s and Evie’s. They are very startastic (Beth’s 
new word).  

Science has been a great hit. 
We have been asking 
questions and researching 
answers. Examples are ‘What 
is a black hole?” All sorts of 
wonderful things being investigated and created, from 
volcanoes to crystals.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

KAPUKA 
 

We have been busy in the classroom working on our Science Fair projects which will be completed by next                   

week. The students have chosen their own topics and are learning more about the world around them. We                  

will have these on display during the last week of term when parents come in for Learning Conversations. 

Last week the Year 7 and 8 tamariki went to the Otago Museum for a quick visit                 

and lunch before going on to the School of Surveying. We learnt more about our               

catchment area and used technology to take snapshots of the area. We also had              

hands-on experience with a sandbox which behaved like a 3D map you could             

shape to show an area of land. Thank you to Pip and Frances for transporting               

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now selling amazing hot dogs on Fridays for $2.50 and by the comments from the students who                   

ordered them last week, these are going to sell quickly. All funds from this are going towards our ski camp.                    

Thank you to Stacey and Cori who are cooking these for us.  



We have also focused our writing on persuasive language with all tamariki writing about whether all Huatea                 

should be allowed in the swamp. They then had to choose a subject that they were passionate about and                   

convince the rest of the class why they also should think this way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


