
 

 
9 May 2019 
 
Kia ora koutou 
  
Welcome to Term 2. We have had a busy start to the term with swimming on                
Monday’s at Moana Pool. As requested during our Health & PE consultation we             
will be undertaking swimming for Terms 2 and 3 this year. If your child can’t swim                
for any reason you will need to pick them up and take them home at lunchtime as                 
they are unable to be supervised at the pool.  
 
We started the term with a Mihi Whakatau to welcome Charlie Milburn to our              
school. As well as making Charlie welcome, we also welcome his parents Debbie             
and Callum to our school whānau. 
 
Paid Union Meeting 9 May 
Thank you for your supporting our paid union meeting today by taking your             
child/ren home at lunchtime. These negotiations are continuing to prove difficult for Principals’ and              
Teachers’.  There are four main issues we're focusing on:  
● the crisis in education, including teacher and principal recruitment and retention issues 
● time and workload and lack of support for children with additional learning needs 
● issues with salary and relativities 
● career development  
So far NZEI Te Riu Roa teacher and principal members have rejected 4 offers because they didn’t do enough                   
to address these issues. NZEI have clearly defined the issues and provided evidence about how they are                 
affecting schools, children, teachers and principals. NZEI have suggested solutions, but the government has              
refused to offer enough to address these.  
Ngā mihi 
Stacey 

 
 
 
From 1pm Wednesday 15 May to      
1pm Friday 17 May there will be a        
range of Scholastic books on     
display in the Play Centre. Due to       
space constraints we have had to      
shorten our Book Fair this year.      
Please pop along and see the great       
selection. 

 
 

 
FAVOURITE BOOK CHARACTER DRESS UP DAY NEXT FRIDAY 17         
MAY - COME ALONG DRESSED AS YOUR FAVOURITE BOOK         
CHARACTER!!! 
 
 



 
Term Two Calendar  Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com 
SCHOOL SWIMMING EVERY MONDAY 
Tuesday May 14 PTA Meeting 3.15pm 
Thurs-Fri 16/17 May Scholastic Book Sale 
Friday 17 May Favourite Book Character Dress Up Day 
Monday 20 May BOT Meeting 5.45pm 
Monday 17 June BOT Meeting 5.45pm 
Tuesday 25 June Mihiwaka/Kapuka Edgar Sports Day 
Tuesday 25 June Matariki Celebration 5.30pm 
Friday 28 June Junior Assembly 
Week of 1 July Learning Conversations 
Friday 5 July Senior Assembly (Last day of Term) 
Monday 22 July Term 3 starts 

 

NACHOS $4.00 Wednesday Lunch 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES UPDATE 
NZSTA are preparing for the upcoming Triennial BoT elections. NZSTA is working very hard to encourage                
parent and whanau participation on school boards in order to help shape and support the education of their                  
children. Nominations are now open additional forms and information is available at the school office. The                
roll is available in the school office for inspection. Please feel free to attend the next BOT meeting on May                    
20th to get an idea of what it entails.  
 

OTHER UPDATES 
 
The next PTA meeting will be on Tuesday 14th of May at 3:15pm at school. We are hoping to have lots                     
of great fundraising ideas and to plan fun events for our Waitati tamariki and their whanau. Please come                  
along we would love your support 
 
Cheese Rolls (white or brown bread) orders can now be made at the School Office- $6.50 per dozen or                   
$18 for 3 dozen - bank transfers or cash must be paid by Friday, May 17th. 

 
 

MAPOUNUI 
 

Welcome back to another term of learning through play! I          
would like to welcome Charlie who had his mihi on our first            
day back. He has settled so beautifully into the classroom.          
Debbie, his Mum, is helping out around the class and it is            
lovely to have an extra adult to help.  
 
We have been so busy with big boxes that have become           
rocket ships, castles and hamster tunnels. The children have         
enjoyed creating special hiding places.  
 

Here are a few photos of our play. Mckyla, Courtney and Felix are having a playdoh                
party with friends. Marla is teaching Emily. And Gabriel and Paxton are enjoying             
building cars together. We have been making planets, painting, drawing, reading,           
writing and learning maths. We have measured different things, drawn shapes and            
started learning how to write numbers. After some really good professional           
development during the holidays and a visit from Bek Galloway, I have started an              
independent learning book to encourage the children to manage their own learning.            
We are also having workshops throughout the day to learn new skills and practice for               
reading, writing and maths.  
 

 
 

http://www.waitati.wordpress.com/


 
 

Our learning through play has focused on social equity and fairness, especially during forest play. We                
needed more resources and have gathered the harakeke sticks now that they have finished flowering to add                 
to the amazing huts in the swamp already. There has been so much discussion around the idea of fairness in                    
the swamp. Can we raid other peoples homes? How do we know if a hut is up for grabs? Ownership around                     
sticks is a hot topic. The Pukeko Rescue Centre is still in use. We discussed the idea of the home fires                     
burning. If a piece of cloth is tied up near a hut people are still using it so we can’t break it down. Very                        
interesting play! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are looking forward to finding out more about the night sky and astronomy. Matariki celebrations are                 
coming up so we will be listening to stories and legends. Hopefully, we can share this with you at home.                    
Swimming is going well. The children really enjoy playing in the water and having a lesson is a nice balance.  
 
Please feel free to pop in or make a time to see me if you have any concerns or questions. Mikaela :) 

 
HUATEA 

 
Welcome back to Term Two! Hank and I had such a lovely holiday break, we spent the mornings huddled up                    
reading books and I worked. Then in the afternoon we visited friends for some long overdue visits and had                   
swimming lessons or went to the pool. It was so good to get back to the classroom though and see the                     
bright smiling faces as they wandered      
through the door. 
 
This term in Huatea we are focusing       
on science and in particular, we are       
looking at the solar system and stars.       
We started this on Tuesday by tuning       
in to what we already know and       
coming up with questions starting     
with ‘I wonder…’ These will be      
displayed on the wall and we will be        
researching these questions. We are     
also going to experiment with space      
STEM challenges. Keep an eye out of       
DOJO for snippets of these. 
 
For PE we are learning to skip since it         
was so popular last term. We watched       
out the window as Mihiwaka honed      
their skipping skills and thought “let’s      
do that too!” As always we are trying our best to keep you up to date on DOJO and there will be lots going                        
up over the term, so keep an eye out! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MIHIWAKA 

 
Welcome back to Term 2. You will have received our Class Newsletter            
covering the key learning areas and asking if you want any extra learning             
support at home. I take it from the silence that all is well and you are happy                 
with things. Again, I would like to ask if anyone can pop in each morning at 9                 
to help with our phonics programme for about 10 minutes. Any takers? 
Happy birthday to William who turned 9 this week. 
This term a few of the children in the class will be working on a more                
individualised programme. The criteria to do this focuses on a child’s ability to             
self manage, so it will be interesting to see how this goes and get feedback               
from those children involved.  
Freedom writing (choice) is very popular in our room. The kids make things             
like posters, slideshows and Kahoot quizzes. This week we are sharing some            
great posters from Eli, Beth and Ashlyn. 
 
We finished the term learning about ANZAC Day. Here are some posters filled with interesting facts from                 
Lara, Otto and Austin.  
 
Best Wishes from the Mihiwaka Team  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

KAPUKA 
 

Kapuka and I would like to thank parents and the community for supporting our mini fair last term. We still                    

have several bags of pine cones leftover for sale. We made $2113 which was absolutely amazing. We are                  

continuing with lunches on Wednesday with nachos for $4. We are using the same amazing recipe from the                  

mini-fair as well as biodegradable plates. We would ask that you bring your own fork to save on plastic. We                    

are also selling cheese rolls for $6.50 a dozen or 3 dozen for $18.00. Orders can be made by contacting the                     

office or a Kapuka class member. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This term we are focusing on our Science Fair projects, Source to the Sea and the Year 6 students are                    

currently learning about ANZAC and in particular, the local soldiers who fought in World War One who didn’t                  

return. We will be moving on to learning about “Planet Earth and Beyond” which ties into Matariki and                  

lantern making. Maths this term will be focusing on instant recall of basic facts, place value and strategies,                  

then moving on to fractions and decimals. In writing, we will be focusing on descriptions and punctuation. In                  

reading, we will be looking at comprehension and summarising what we are reading.  

 

The majority of students have taken up the offer of homework and this was completed last week to a high                    

standard. If for some reason your child is unable to complete their homework, please just let me know.  

 

Please enjoy this short story by Hazel. 

 

Angry Ant 

The ant woke up angry. It was the sort of hot, irritable anger that causes people to do stupid things and                     

make careless mistakes. To the ant, the whole world was against him, every object was there purely to cause                   

him harm. He had trouble knotting his tie and his suit felt smaller than before and was scratching his skin. 

 

The ants normal take away coffee was too hot and on his walk to work, a young beetle tugged at his                     

antennae purely for the fun of it. To top it all off, his shoelace became untied as he crossed the road and he                       

tripped and fell. His flailing arms causing a centipede to spill her latte all over herself.  

 

Finally, the ant made it to the office building where he worked. The glass sliding doors opened for him and                    

he entered the foyer. Briskly, the ant crossed the room to the lift, jabbing the up button so ferociously that                    

the receptionist looked up in alarm. “Mr Sebastian, are you alright?” she asked as the elevator doors                 

opened. 

“Fine thank you,” the ant replied as he stepped forward into the lift.  

 

The ant never made it to his office. The lift malfunctioned and the angry ant had fallen softly down the                    

elevator shaft to his death. 

By Hazel 

 

 

 

 

 

 


