
 

 
30 May 2019 
 
Kia ora koutou 
 
NZEI Industrial Action - yesterday saw New Zealand’s largest industrial action ever staged by teachers.               
Schools are grappling with the fallout of a 40% nosedive in the number of people training to be teachers                   
between 2010 and 2016, even while the population grew by 400,000. While the situation improved a little                 
last year and the Government has announced an urgent $95m package to recruit teachers, this is not                 
sufficient to address the crisis. Schools struggle on a daily basis to find enough teachers to meet their relief                   
teacher needs and this will worsen as winter approaches. There is also a desperate need for more support                  
for children with additional learning needs. The fact is that teaching is no longer considered an attractive                 
profession due to long-term under-funding of the education sector. A significant pay jolt is part of the                 
solution, alongside significant improvements to our heavy workloads. Otherwise, our schools will end up              
with larger class sizes and more teachers leaving.  
 
Unfortunately, this situation is yet to be resolved. I will keep you updated with any further action that may                   
be taken. 
 
Caretaker Position - Unfortunately Danny has had to resign from his role as Caretaker for health reasons.                 
Danny has done an amazing job looking after our grounds on the weekends. This position is now open for                   
applications and you can request a job description from Cori at office@waitati.school.nz. The position is for                
7 hours a week in Terms 1 & 4 and 3.5 hours a week during Terms 2 & 3. 

 
Cheese Rolls - I would like to thank Annette and her team of parent help for their                 
huge effort with making over 400 dozen cheese rolls. This was a fundraising             
opportunity for the senior class to raise money for ski camp. The cheese rolls are               
certainly delicious and we really appreciate the effort that was put in. 
 
A big thank you to Angela Port - Celebrant who purchased new netball bibs for our                
teams.  Thank you Angela, we appreciate your support! 
 
Ngā mihi 
Stacey 

 

 
 
Term Two Calendar  Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com 
SCHOOL SWIMMING EVERY MONDAY 
Monday 3 June Queen’s Birthday 
Monday 17 June BOT Meeting 5.45pm 
Tuesday 25 June Mihiwaka/Kapuka Edgar Sports Day 
Tuesday 25 June Matariki Celebration 6.00pm 
Friday 28 June Junior Assembly 
Week of 1 July Learning Conversations 
Friday 5 July Senior Assembly (Last day of Term) 
Monday 22 July Term 3 starts - Swimming Term 3 

 

 

mailto:office@waitati.school.nz
http://www.waitati.wordpress.com/


 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES UPDATE 
Declaration of Parents Election Results: At the close of nominations, as the number of valid nominations                
was fewer than the number of vacancies required to be filled, I hereby declare the following duly elected:                  
Port, Tristan; Peppercorn, Katie; Reid, Claire; Deaker, Antony 
 

Declaration of Staff Election Results: At the close of nominations, as there was only one valid nomination                 
received, I hereby declare the following duly elected: Williams, Rebecca 

Cori Holmes (Returning Officer) 

 

OTHER UPDATES 
 
 
 

Congrats! Green Island 7 Aside  Football tournament held last 
weekend was very exciting with Maori Hill Country only winning 

by one goal! A huge effort.  
 
 
 
 

 
MAPOUNUI 

Mapounui children have been learning through play       
this term. In the classroom, we have seen hospitals,         
play-doh parties, balancing (PE health), construction,      
art, role play, rockets, jellyfish crafting, bird       
sanctuaries, hamster tunnels, ball skills, oral language       
and maths come to life. If you haven’t had a chance           
to explore the swamp, do so! We have had many          
discussions about social equity, what is fair play and         
what is not, resources and construction during our        
forest play. I have had older children buddy reading,         
writing and doing math with younger children It has         
been lovely to see friendships grow across the school! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
HUATEA 

 
We have been really busy in Huatea! We are currently making a space diorama to show our learning in science.                    
Some of us have made slideshows that are going to be shared and we have been skipping up a storm! Our                     
reading has really taken off and we now have some students focusing on Learner Agency, this means that they                   
get to choose their learning (with guidance from me) and when they complete it. We conference each day to see                    
how they have got on and what their next day will look like. 
The writing has been amazing! Here are some examples:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MIHIWAKA 
This week we celebrated Keita’s birthday, she 
reached double figures. Happy Birthday Keita. 
Elmer the lucky chap is off to visit family in 
Wales and visit a range of countries in Europe. 
We wish him well for his travels….and all wish 
we could carry his suitcase.  
There are some things we have discovered so 
far, during our curiosity investigations: A black 
hole is the remains of a large star that has 
imploded. 
The gravity is so strong that even light can’t 
escape! (Otto)  
Humans evolved from apes. (Ada)  
Tides are caused by the moon’s gravity pulling 
the water.   (Austin) 

Check out the photo. Fergus, Otto and Elmer are showing you how to solve some harder multiplication 
problems. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

KAPUKA 
 

We have had a busy two weeks in the classroom. On the 14th of May we were visited by Jenny Cook                     
from Storylines, who spoke to the class about illustrating books. It was great to see the process from                  
when she is given a book to illustrate from start to finish. We thought it was interesting that the author                    
doesn’t have input into the design process and the publisher has the most say as to whether the                  
illustrations matched the wording. We are hoping to work with Mapounui shortly where they will write                
a few short sentences and we will do an illustration to match it as part of our Must Do’s.  
 
Last Thursday and Friday saw the kitchen in a hive of activity. Under the guidance of Alison Joyce and                   

Joy Clearwater the students made 497 dozen delicious cheese rolls. The profit of this is going towards                 

ski camp in September. Thanks also goes to Alice Laws, Sarah Dempster, Pip Casey for being so amazing                  

in the kitchen helping us. We have had fantastic feedback about the rolls. So far the profit from this                   

and the Wednesday lunches is $1,570.55 with a few payments still to come in.  

 

We have been incredibly lucky to have two new Sphero’s and two new Evo robots in our class thanks                   

to South Fuels. We have started using these as part of our Can Do’s and for Passion Projects on Friday.                    

We will endeavour to make a short movie with them in action and put it on the school Facebook page.  

 

Last week the whole class walked around outside the school grounds to see what we could do for our                   

Source to Sea action plan, in which we are working on making an area more environmentally friendly.                 

John Fisher will be working with the class to create a short and long term plan for the school.  

 

We now have all students using the Bek Galloway Learning Agency program and as part of this, they                  

will be required to have their own headphones or earplugs to listen to instructional videos. Students                

will also also need to make sure that they have their diaries at school each day. 

Annette 

 

 



 

 

 

 


