
 

 
7 March 2019 

 
Kia ora koutou 
  
EXCITING NEWS!!!! 
We are ge�ng flashing 40km variable speed signs in Waita�. The new speed limit of 40km                
variable, from 7am-9am and 2pm-4pm, becomes legal this month. There will be new sta�c              
signage erected very soon. Some�me a�er July, we will be ge�ng the flashing variable              
speed signs to warn drivers that our school is coming up. We are so excited about this as I                   
have been working with the DCC for quite some �me to make our road crossing safer.  
 

Our Schooling Futures: Stronger Together 

The report by the Tomorrow’s Schools Independent Taskforce is out with recommenda�ons to the              
Government about the future of educa�on. I have spent a lot of �me with my head in this document and                    
have worked with Te Akatea (Māori Principals’ Assn) wri�ng a submission. There are some great               
recommenda�ons, however, there are some that may not be a posi�ve move. Submissions are due by 7                 
April.  I am happy to chat with anyone who has any ques�ons about this review. 
 
Year 7/8 Programme  

This year along with the Year 7/8 tamariki I am developing a specialist programme for them. Next week we                   
are heading to Karitane to go out on the waka with Karitane Māori Tours. We are all very much looking                    
forward to this trip.  Keep an eye out for photographs! 
Ngā mihi 
Stacey 
 
 
Term One Calendar 
 
Our web calendar also has updates  www.waita�.wordpress.com 
 
 
Tuesday 12 March East Otago Senior Swimming Sports 
Friday 15 March School assembly - 2.30pm 
Monday 25 March School closed - Otago Anniversary 
Tuesday 2 April School closed - Teacher professional development day 
Friday 5 April School assembly - 2.30pm 
Thursday 4 April Sharing Evening and Senior Mini Fair - 4.30 - 6.00pm 
Monday 8 April BOT Mee�ng - 5.45pm 
Friday 12 April LAST DAY OF TERM ONE 
Monday 29 April TERM TWO STAR TS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.waitati.wordpress.com/


 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES UPDATE 
NZSTA are preparing for the upcoming Triennial BoT elec�ons. NZSTA is working very hard to encourage                
parent and whanau par�cipa�on on school boards in order to help shape and support the educa�on of their                  
children. To that end, there is a Korari Programme for anyone interested in finding out about standing for the                   
school board elec�ons and having a say in the educa�on of their children.  The Dunedin session is on                  
Tuesday 9 April at 6 pm at the Edgar Centre.   If you wish to a�end RSVP to  lshelley@nzsta.org.nz 

 
 

FUTSAL RESULTS 
WAITATI WARRIORS vs. BGP Vipers                         WON 13: 1  

WAITATI WINGERS vs SBS Rangers                      WON 3:0 
WAITATI KANE YOU KICK IT? v Opoho Flames     DRAW 1:1 

 
Juicies  are for sale on Friday at school lunchtimes for  $1 

each.  Orders to the school office. 
 

 
Bags with the new Waitati School Logo ($6) and Pegs 

($20)are for sale at the school office as well!  
 

 
 

MAPOUNUI 
 

We are really enjoying our learning in class. It was so warm on Tuesday that we had a fun water fight. We                      
have been working on our maths before and a�er numbers. Some of us are learning our numbers to 20 and                    
how to write our numbers correctly. During wri�ng, we have been working hard to learn our sounds and                  
le�ers. We have been learning to form our le�ers correctly from the top down. Star�ng in the right place is                    
an important skill to learn as soon as we start wri�ng as this sets us up for wri�ng in the future. We have                       
been learning to read for enjoyment and choosing our own text from the library. At the moment we are                   
interested in dinosaurs, animal care, how metal melts and boats. Gabriel has given us a scoby to grow and                   
we have named it Snappy. Our science table has had macroinvertebrates on it from the stream, rocks,                 
lichen, leaves and insects this week. Such fun! Take care, enjoy your weekend! Thank you for keeping up with                   
reading :-)  
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HUATEA 
 
This week we have been learning how to be an organised learner. This means that we need to be ready for                     
learning by: 
- Finding what we need quickly. 
- Pu�ng things in the correct place. 
- Keeping things organised and �dy. 
- Respec�ng the classroom resources. 
We have also been learning how to play T-ball. This is fun and we are learning to throw the ball to someone                      
instead of running it to someone. Here are some stories about the sneaky pukeko. 
 
Alexia Clay 

 

Jasper 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MIHIWAKA 
 
Check out this great wri�ng from Keita and Emily, based on the Legend of Nian. The wonderful                 
accompanying art is by Robert and Evie.  
 

The  Chinese New Year Terror  

A long �me ago in China, there was an evil beast           
called Nian. He had pointed teeth, a long tail and          a 
bushy mane. He would go out on a dark night          
(when the moon was the smallest ) and go to the           
village to kill them.  
 
One day an old man came. He was looking for 
somewhere to go for the night. The old man 
asked, “can I please stay at your house tonight?” 
“Yes that will be fine, but we are going to the 
mountains because an evil demon called Nain is 
coming. It will be too dangerous for you to stay”, 
said the nice lady. But, the old man said it would be fine, so she let him stay.  
 
 
 



4

 
 
 

That night Nain came to the village, but there was no one there. Then he smelled a man. A live man! He 
raced down the street. He found him covered in red! He held firecrackers, Smash! Bang! Boom! They went 
off! Nain hated red and loud noise so he ran far away!  
 
Now at Chinese New Year everyone wears red, has loud music and fireworks, so Nain will never ever come 
back!   Keita 

 

 

Nian 

A long, long �me ago in China, there lived a monster named Nian. He had a 
mane that looked like fire, razor-sharp teeth and large scary claws. He was a 
lion that had prickly fur like a cactus. He had a really long tail and would 
only wake up when the moon was dark and small (a new moon). 
Everyone would leave before Nian came to wreck the town. Finally, the day 
came when the people had to leave, but one person had an idea, this is 
what he said, “I will stay here and scare the terrorizing demon away!’’  
He hung up the red paper, lit lanterns and fireworks and played loud music. 
When Nian came he was terrorised and ran away! When the people came 
back the village was unharmed, but the man had gone. A�er that Nian 
never came back! This is the story of the Chinese New Year and how it 
began. 
 

 

KAPUKA 
 

We have been busy using Banquer which is a financial literacy programme. Students have all wri�en a basic                  
Curriculum Vitae and applied for jobs. We are learning about taxes, Kiwisaver and different careers. They will                 
reapply for jobs again in three weeks. We will be having a blind auc�on with the money they have saved at                     
the end of the term. Students are enjoying checking their balances. They are also awarded bonuses for                 
being caught showing Kotahitanga.  
 
We are s�ll working through ge�ng organised for our mini fair. Last Saturday we were at DK Motors cooking                   
a barbecue and cold drinks etc. We have raised $270 so far with a raffle s�ll to sell. We will be selling                      
spaghe� and cheese toas�es on Friday lunch�mes for $2 from next week. Funds for this will go towards Ski                   
Camp.  
 
The Year Six students are enjoying crea�ng their pathway stories on Google Slides. We are working on                 
changing pictures, adding sounds and hidden clues. We have also said goodbye to our Monarch bu�erflies:                
Big Chungus, Big Boy Finley and Lady Sue who have been released.  


