
 

 
21 March 2019 
 
Kia ora koutou 

Kia hora te marino 

Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana 

Hei huarahi mā tātou i te rangi nei 

Aroha atu, aroha mai 

Tātou i a tātou katoa 

May peace be widespread 

May the sea be like greenstone 

A pathway for us all this day 

Let us show respect for each other 

For one another 

Bind us all together 
 

Every time I have the pleasure of spending time with tamariki outside of the classroom, I am always so                   
proud of how they interact with their peers and support each other. Last week we had the East Otago                   
Swimming Sports and I also took the Year 7/8s to Karitane to spend time out on the waka. Both of these                     
events reminded me of the kindness we have in our school and showed the way we care for one another -                     
something really important to remember, especially in light of recent events. 
 
Teacher Only Day - Tuesday 2 April 
School will be closed on Tuesday 2nd April. All staff are attending a professional development day at                 
Puketeraki Marae. Most of the schools in East Otago will be closed for the same reason. This PD is an                    
opportunity for us to learn some cultural narratives from our local iwi. It will be great to learn in this area                     
and be able to bring back our new knowledge for the benefit of the tamariki. 
 
Swimming  
Following on from the responses of our Health & PE consultation last year we will be going back to two                    
terms of swimming this year. Swimming will begin on the first day back of Term 2 for the whole school. We                     
will be taking a bus into Dunedin, leaving school at around 11.15am and returning by 1.45pm. 
 
A reminder that school is closed for Otago Anniversary next Monday - enjoy the long weekend! 
Ngā mihi 
Stacey 

 

Term One Calendar 
Our web calendar also has updates www.waitati.wordpress.com 
Monday 25 March School closed - Otago Anniversary 
Tuesday 2 April School closed - Teacher professional development day 
Thursday 4 April Sharing Evening and Senior Mini Fair - 4.30 - 6.00pm 
Friday 5 April School assembly - 2.30pm 
Monday 8 April BOT Meeting - 5.45pm 
Friday 12 April LAST DAY OF TERM ONE 
Monday 29 April TERM TWO STARTS 
 

 

http://www.waitati.wordpress.com/


 
East Otago Senior Swimming Sports 
Lachie Clearwater First place - 50m Breaststroke, 50m Backstroke, 50m Freestyle,         

25m Breaststroke, 25m Backstroke, 25m Freestyle, 75m Medley 
Hazel Ross First place - 25m Backstroke, 25m Freestyle 
Shelby Joyce Second place - 25m Backstroke, third place - 25m Freestyle 
Tamsin Norrish Third place - 25m Backstroke 
Niila Robertson First place - 25m Backstroke, 25m Freestyle 
Max Port Second place - 25m Backstroke, 25m Freestyle 
Ethan Des Fountain Third place - 25m Backstroke 
William Reid Second place - 25m Backstroke, 25m Freestyle 
Stella Howe Second place - 25m Freestyle 
Luis Wilson-Deaker Third place- 25m Freestyle 

 
 
 

Some photos of the Year 7/8s day with Karitane Māori Tours 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

FUTSAL RESULTS 
"WAITATI WARRIORS" v DNI Dynamites                     won 10-2  

 
"WAITATI WINGERS" v Abbots 6                                  won 11-0  

 
"WAITATI KANE YOU KICK IT?" v Mac Bay Falcons   won 13-0  

 

Juicies are for sale on Friday at school lunchtimes for $1 each. 

Orders to the school office. 

 

Spaghetti and Cheese buns are for sale on Friday at school 

lunchtimes for $2 each. Orders to the school office. Funds raised 

from the sale of these is going towards Kapuka Ski Camp. 

 

 
 



 
MAPOUNUI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
On Monday lovely Lyn taught Mapounui while I caught up on some            
paperwork. Here they are making Greedy Cat out of salt dough. We            
are painting them at the moment. We started off with an orange base             
and will continue to add detail.  
This week is Art Week and we have been exploring watercolours. We            
have talked about how we use the paint brush, the thickness of            
paper, thin and thick lines, runny paint. We will continue exploring           
techniques used with this medium and paint a Pukeko in the swamp            
by the end of the week.   Please come on in to look!  

 
 
 



 

HUATEA 
Wow the end of week 8! Where has this term gone? We have been so busy in Huatea with reading, writing and                      
math.  
To celebrate Autumn we have been looking at Autumn poetry. First, we wrote acrostic poems then we looked at                   
five senses poems. Here are a couple of examples: 
Artistic Apples 
Utterly beautiful Utterly beautiful 
Terrific Trippy 
Until winter comes Until winter 
Making noise Magical 
Nice Nifty 
Clay Alexia 
 
The crisp brown and golden leaves.  
The scent of fading flowers. 
The rustling of the starlings settling down in their nests. 
The soothingness of the cool evening air running through my body. 
The roughness of the leaves crunching under my feet. 
This is autumn. 
Isla 
 
 

MIHIWAKA 
 

This week we wish a ‘HAPPY BIRTHDAY’ to Falco and Fergus,           
who get 9 claps and 8 claps consecutively. 
 

Did you know that    
we have some   
cheeky pukekos at   
school? They have   
inspired our writing   
and art programme.   
Check out the   
stories below to see what mischievous deeds they have been up to.  
 
The Apple Thief by Ada 
 
Once in a small country at the bottom of the world (New Zealand) there              
was a city called Dunedin. Near that city there was a small country             
school called Waitati. In that small country school there was a THIEF!!            
How did they know? They were losing apples! The students had to find             
out who and what were stealing the apples, and why? The thief only             
came out when the students were in class, so it was hard to discover              
who the thief was. 
 

Then one day Mihiwaka went down to the field and started to play tag. Suddenly a little                 
red beak popped up from the grass. What was it? No one had ever seen it before!                 
Rapidly a black and blue shimmery bird dashed out of the grass and ran into the garden,                 
eager to get to the apple tree. It clumsily fluttered into the tree, then surprisingly ran                
out of the tree and into the swamp to feed it's fluffy, black pom pom babies.  
“Now we know who is taking the apples,” laughed the kids, “It's the pukeko!”  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

KAPUKA 
 

We have been very busy with students attending the Dunedin Literacy Quiz, Senior Swimming Sports in                
Palmerston, the Year 7 and 8 students outing on the waka and participating in activities with the Aqua                  
Van last Friday. When walking back to school we were lucky enough to meet with Brendan Flack and                  
we saw long finned eels close up as they were being weighed as part of a project that he is overseeing.                     
Will has been to Auckland and competed in the National Surf Lifesaving Competition and was placed                
7th out of 150 children in the flag event in the under 11 age bracket. Niila, Dawa and Luis marched last                     
Friday in the Student Climate Change Rally. Niila has made the Southern United Academy for Football.                
Will and Elliot have made the Christchurch International Football team Grade 11.  
 
In the classroom we have been working on Learner Agency and in particular what it looks like to be 
organised. To be organised we decided you need to be able to do the following: 
- Find what I need quickly 
- Have things ready and tidy 
- Listen and be on task to know what you are supposed to be doing 
- Look after your own and classroom resources 
- Put things back in the right place 
- Be a “Sue” 
- Don’t rush around trying to get everything done at once 
 
We had fun completing the NZ Census where we had to measure one of our feet, weigh our bags,                   
record when we get home from school as well as how much screen time we have, to name a few. This                     
led to some interesting conversations especially when we tried to work out why they wanted to know                 
both the circumference of our left wrist and left thumb. We are looking forward to hearing what the                  
results were for the country and compare these to ours. 
 
On Tuesday we had Aubry from the School of Surveyors teaching us about our water catchment area                 
and introducing us to the delineation with a GIS (Geographic Information System). Students can access               
this at home by accessing http://arcg.is/0C1PrP Aubry will be back next week to continue on this                
journey.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://arcg.is/0C1PrP


 

Other Announcements:  

 

PTA at the A&P Show!  
The PTA have a barbecue stand at the A&P show on Sunday April 7th. We would love some donations                   

of sweets/lollies to sell, these can be dropped off to the office and most importantly we need some                  

volunteers to help cook and sell. If you can spare an hour during the day we would really appreciate it.                    

We will need helpers from 9.30am onwards. 

 

Please let Cori know via email at office@waitati.school.nz or pop in or phone to let her know what                  

times you will be available. 

 

EMMA WRIGHT, a Family Body Confidence Consultant       

will be in Dunedin at DNI on the evening of April 8th at             

7pm (tickets are $20) 
 

Emma is revolutionising the way we teach our children about body           

confidence. Her target audience is parents of primary and         

intermediate school children as she is passionate about early         

intervention and building a fence at the top of the body image            

cliff. Her talk is full of great practical advice and tools that can be              

applied immediately and effectively.  

 

Her business, Family Body Confidence Consultants, is not a diet          

focused biz, it doesn't endorse "clean eating" or fussing around with the nutrient content of your kid's                 

lunch box. It's not about helping you be the "best parent" , or even your kids living their "best lives".                    

There are no rules to follow. No failures. Rather, it is a liberating path to SANITY around food, bodies                   

and health for our precious children.  

 

The link to event listing is here: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/365093327419197/ 

Contact Harriet Moir (the event organiser) at 0274 997 770 if you have any questions.  

 

mailto:office@waitati.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/events/365093327419197/

