
 
 

8 November 2018 
Kia ora koutou 
 
Moving the Curriculum forward for Waitati 
With the removal of Na�onal Standards last year we have been implemen�ng a lot of work around re-dra�ing our                   
school curriculum statements. This has been a great process where we have sat down as a team and unpacked the                    
NZ Curriculum.   We have really thought about what  we want for the tamariki at Waita�. 
 
As part of this process we have invited Dr Lester Flockton in to the school to speak about the NZ Curriculum and ways                       
to move it forward for Waita�. He will be here on Monday the 19th of November to speak from 6pm. A�er we have                       
heard from him there will be �me for you to review our dra� curriculum statements and offer any sugges�ons you                    
may have.   Please come along if you are able as this will be a very informative evening. 
 
Strategic Plan 2019-2021 
It is �me to update our strategic plan. I will be sending an email out with our current plan for you to review and                        
make sugges�ons. I would very much welcome your thoughts, sugges�ons and feedback on this plan moving                
forward.  Keep an eye out for this email! 
 
NZEI Industrial Action 
As you are aware there is another planned strike ac�on next week. I want to reiterate that this is not solely about the                       
remunera�on for teachers it is also about the need to improve current working condi�ons. Our teachers are amazing                  
and work so hard, we are asking for extra �me out of the classroom to allow them to manage their workload.                     
Therefore,  school will be closed for instruction on Thursday 15th November  to allow teachers to               
a�end nego�a�on hui. 
 
Nga mihi 
Stacey 

  
     TERM 4 DATES - REMEMBER WE ALSO HAVE A SCHOOL CALENDAR ON waitati.wordpress.com  

Monday 19 November 6.00pm Moving the Curriculum forward for Waitati - special guest Lester Flockton 
Friday 23 November School Assembly 2.30pm 
Sunday 25 November School working bee 1pm-4pm 
Monday 26 November ERO Visit 
Tuesday 27 November East Otago Junior Athle�cs (postponement Thursday 29) 
Friday 7 December WaWa Challenge - Warrington Beach 
Friday 7 December End of year reports sent home 
10-12 December Learning conversa�ons 
Thursday 13 December PRIZEGIVING 6PM (Last Day of School) 

 

From next week the PTA will have  Juicies for         
sale on Friday at school lunchtimes for  $1        
each.  Orders to the school office. 

They are juice ice blocks made from freshly pressed         
Nelson Tasman apples blended with delicious fruits and        
berries, with a 5 Star health rating and no added sugar! 

3 flavours available: tropical, wild berry or       
orange  
Deliciously refreshing on a summer's day!      
& supporting our kura  

PTA next meeting is 8.30am  Friday 16th  November at , all welcome, be great to see you there. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sally our Enviro gardener would welcome any parents who would like to help her in the garden on                  
Wednesday afternoons.  
 

NORTH ZONE SPORTS RESULTS 

U11 GIRLS: Freya Des Fountain 70m Hurdles ~ 1st  High Jump ~ 2nd 

U11 BOYS: William Laws 75m Sprint ~ 2nd  Long Jump ~ 4th 

U12 BOYS: Niila Robertson High Jump ~ 1st  75m Sprint ~  semi final 4th 

U14 BOYS: Ethan Des Fountain Long Jump ~ 9th 
 
FUTSAL RESULTS 
WAITATI WARRIORS v JMC Unicorns  won 8-1 
WAITATI KANES v Columba Red Roosters won 14-0 
WAITATI WINGERS v Sawyers Bay Monsters  won 10-3 
WAITATI KIWIS v Sawyers Bay Sparks  won 3-2 
 

 
MAPOUNUI 

Mapounui children have been learning to use describing words and Wow words in wri�ng.  
My two dogs are named Ada and Diesel. Ada knows how to do really good hand shakes and knows how to sit and lie 
down. I love her  brown  and  white  coat.  Diesel can do rolly pollies and sit and lie down. He is  black  and  white  and a 
Staffy. Ada is a Ridgeback.  By Courtney 
 
The conch shell is  smooth  and the noise is  soft . The inside is  pink . By Freda 
 
My cat is called Minnie. She is beau�ful,  fluffy , with a  white  and  black  coat. She licks me and I giggle. When I stroke her 
she purrs and purrs. Some�mes we lie on the bean bag and we have cuddles and cuddle up. By Alexia 
 
The conch shell feels nice because it is a bit  smooth  and  spiky . By the way you can play music on them! By Benj 
 
I have a dog. He is a Springer Spaniel. He likes to kill animals and eat them! I have chickens. I have one which is a 
princess. I have a horse. She is a princess. I have lots of fish. They are  normal . By Neave  
 
It is  soft  and  prickly . By Robbie 
 
Clumsy Duck waddled into a rock,  flop ! She got  dizzy . She went up a hill but her  big  feet got in the way and fell into the 
pond. When Clumsy Duck fell into the pond she found that she could swim. By Rebecca 

 
We are learning to count on for addi�on and count back for 
subtrac�on. eg. 6+4= 6, 7, 8, 9,  10     eg. 10-3= 10, 9, 8,  7 
 
Library visits are every second week and children choose books 
for the library shelf. Please check your child has a card available 
at the library for us to use on our visits. The librarians have a 
booklet with photocopied cards we can use to issue books.  
 
Thank you for all your support at home with reading whanau 
we are seeing great progress! Mikaela :)  

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

HUATEA 
 

We have been busy recapping our learning  and have been looking at how to start an introduc�on for a piece of 
persuasive wri�ng. We have been focusing on wri�ng a ‘hook’ ques�on followed by an ‘I think’ statement. Here are 
some examples: 
 
Did you know that chocolate is not healthy because it has a lot of sugar? Ashlyn 
 
Did you know that vegetables are nutri�ous? AJ 
 
I think we should be vegetarian because vegetables are be�er for you. Vegetables can be made into a great dish like 
cucumber sorbet and lemon sorbet. Vegetables can be in any type of dish and s�ll fit in. Oliver 
 
 
We also had the pleasure to watch some of the Targa 
Rally when it went past the school. Mar�n Dippy 
stopped and let the kids sit in a seat in the car and we 
had a chat.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MIHIWAKA 
 

Mihiwaka is busy reviewing our learning for the year and finding the results very pleasing. All of the children have made 
good gains in the key areas of literacy and numeracy. They are excited about learning T-Ball and improving their ba�ng 
skills. This week in Mihiwaka, Lani, Elmer and Keita are sharing some of their favour�e pieces of wri�ng. 
 

Saichania - Elmer   
A saichania is a spiky and cute rep�le. He lived 83.6 million years 
ago and his name means beau�ful one. He lived in Southern 
Mongolia and he was a herbivore. His armor is made of bone and 
and when he whacked his tail could easily break a leg of a T-Rex. 
He was a genius of dinosaurs. It is believed that it lived in a hot 
desert environment. The Saichania was a member of the 
ornithischia (bird hipped) order of the dinosaurs and he lived in 
the cretaceous age. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
A Li�le Fox - Lani 
One sunny, cloudy day a li�le fox looked like it was hungry. It was 
bi�ng a red leaf and it was looking at something else too.  
I think he was looking at a Meerkat.  
The fox has big fat ears like cones. His eyes are round and black with 
gold around the outside. He also has a black nose like night �me 
when it is dark. His nose is wet like he has been si�ng on the beach 
and the water splashed him. His big ears and wet nose could hear 
and smell a Meerkat. I thought that he was going to catch the 
Meerkat and eat it, but no! The wind blew and the red leaves 
started blowing across the ground. The fox and the Meerkat started 
to chase the leaves. They had a compe��on to see who could catch 
the most. The Meerkat won because he has li�le feet that he can 
use like hands. Every�me the wind blew, they would meet up to play this game and stayed best friends forever. 
Lani 
 

Spring - Keita 

Soft sun flowers swaying silently, 
Plant growing strong, reaching high to the sun, 
Rainbows looking like a unicorns path, 
Interesting bugs flying low, 
Noisy babies crying loudly, 
Gifts for the new born babies 
Keita 
 

 
 
  

KAPUKA 
 

In Kapuka we have been enjoying Chapter Chat. The book chosen this term is called ‘A Monster Calls’ by Patrick Ness. A 
Monster Calls de�ly balances dark themes and fantas�cal elements to deliver an engrossing and uncommonly moving 
entry in the crowded coming-of-age genre.  
 
In our Math programme we have been working on our Math targets and assessment. We have also started looking at 
pa�erns and rela�onships in our Algebra Strand.  
 
In ICT we have been using Basic and wri�ng code to create the Lobster Pots game. Steve, Fin and Emily’s Boppa have 
been a huge help with this by bringing in the computers, spending �me wri�ng code and helping the tamariki with 
running the programmes - not an uneasy undertaking! A big thanks to them all. Steve and I really appreciate your 
amazing skills, �me and pa�ence! 
 
As part of our Health unit this term we have been discussing bullying as part of the Kia Kaha resource supplied by NZ 
Police. We have been looking at types of bullying and next we will be looking strategies to deal with bullies. 
 
We have also started Football in School and it has been great to see the children prac�cing and improving their ball 
skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In wri�ng Miss Barr has been teaching the children to write Haikus. Haikus are  a tradi�onal form of Japanese poetry. 
Haiku poems consist of 3 lines. The first and last lines of a Haiku have 5 syllables and the middle line has 7 syllables. The 
lines rarely rhyme.  The class and I have thoroughly enjoyed working with Miss Barr these last 3 weeks. We can see the 
makings of an awesome teacher! We wish you well in your future placements. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manaaki Papatuanuku 
 
We have been focusing on     
respect for diversity and    
cultures in Manaaki this term.     
We are exploring different    
types of art, food, people and      
cultures from around Waita�    
and what makes up our     
school cultures, and our    
cultural backgrounds and   
where we come from.  
 

TECH REPORT 
 
Is your child interested in computer coding? 
Code.org® is dedicated to expanding access to computer science in schools and increasing             
par�cipa�on by underrepresented minori�es. Their vision is that every student in every school             
has the opportunity to learn computer science. Code.org provides the leading curriculum for NE              
- 12 computer science in schools around the globe. Code.org is supported by generous donors               
including Amazon, Facebook, Google, Microso�, and many more. 
 

Mr. B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


