
 
16 February 2018 

Kia ora koutou, 
 
Well we are at the end of week 3 and the school is a hive of ac�vity. Everyone is enjoying their learning and it is great to                           
see such happy tamariki. 
 
Whānau Consultation Survey 
Thank you to everyone who filled out our consulta�on survey. The informa�on received has been really helpful not only                   
to tell us what we are doing well but also the things we can work on. The staff and board have seen the results of this                          
survey and will be pu�ng an ac�on plan together from the informa�on gathered. Some sugges�ons we can change right                   
away and some may take a bit longer.  Below are the things that we can begin to work on now: 
 

● Giving plenty of no�ce to whānau about events coming up. 
● To share informa�on about how we teach the curriculum we will have a Maths, Literacy and Manaaki                 

Papatuanuku evening this year. 
● There was a strong call for children's work to be shared more online. It was decided that every class will set up                      

Seesaw. This programme allows children to share their work with whānau online. For those that don’t have an                  
online op�on we will send work home more regularly. 

● There was a strong call for more PE and sports to be taught. Two PE slots to be allocated each week in classroom                       
�metable.  

 
Sports Coordinator  
Rebecca Des Fountain has taken up her role as Sports Coordinator. This role involves Bec organising games for all age                    
groups at lunch�me, coaching our Futsal and Netball teams and coordina�ng East Otago sports event entries. This week                  
‘Capture the Flag’ was a popular game on the field at lunch�me.  Thanks Bec, you are doing a wonderful job! 
Ngā mihi 
Stacey 

 
TERM 1 DATES - REMEMBER WE HAVE ALSO HAVE A SCHOOL CALENDAR ON waitati.wordpress.com  
Tuesday 6 February School closed - Waitangi Day  
Thursday 15 February PTA mee�ng 3.15pm 
Friday 16 February Mapounui Assembly 
Tuesday 27 February East Otago Senior Swimming  
March 5-9th Walk n Wheel week 
Friday 9 March Huatea Assembly 
Friday 16 March Wawa Challenge - Warrington 
Tuesday 20 March School visit to Puketeraki Marae 
Monday 26 March School closed - Otago Anniversary Day 
Thursday 29 March Mihiwaka assembly 
Friday 30 March Good Friday -  Easter Break - school re-opens 4 April 
Friday 13 April Kapuka assembly 
Friday 13 April Last day of Term 1 
Monday 30 April Term 2 begins 
 

 
MAPOUNUI 
We are having  fun learning in Mapounui. Here are some photos 
of our day at school. Everybody has se�led in and learnt to say a 
‘Goodbye’ to family at the door. The children are very suppor�ve 
of each other if their friends feel sad. Playcentre has had their 
first school visit which was lovely.  
Ink is in his hut he built for construc�on, he will be wri�ng about 
it next week. Benj loves construc�on as well, he built and wrote about his fishing rod. Clay built 
a colourful house from Lego. Rebecca writes independently using her wri�ng helper and gives it 
a go! Alexia has gained confidence and now gives her wri�ng a go on her own! 
We need to get back into reading more at home. Check children are looking closely at the 
words and sounding out the ini�al le�er, if they make a mistake try reading the sentence again 

to see if it makes sense. Jasper has started on study ladder already and  
 
 



 
We look forward to seeing you at 
assembly tomorrow  to show our art 
work ! 
Enjoy your weekend together! 
Mikaela :)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
HUATEA 
Huatea has been amazing for the last three weeks, with �dy shoes outside the classroom a�er                
play�mes and when taking them off. For maths we have been learning how to use tally charts, bar graphs and                    
pictographs. We voted on our favourite ice cream and cookies and then we had an ice cream and made chocolate chip                     
cookies, because these were the most popular in the class. We have been using our census data to create tally charts and                      
bar graphs to show these results and we are going to use M & M’s on Friday to show our learning. 
In art we read the story ‘Oh! The places you’ll go!’ by Dr Seuss and then we thought about what we wanted to achieve this                         
year with our learning. We then created hot air balloons to help show our journey. These can be seen hanging up in                      
Huatea. We have created self portraits of ourselves and the backgrounds are our favourite food, age, family members,                  
things I like to do, subject and sport. Then we wrote about them so that we can display them as you come into Huatea. 
We have already completed our hundreds chart, we earned all the squares through striving for success. We voted and                   
have chosen to have a class party to celebrate. 
Signing off for now 
Huatea’s Minions 
 
 MIHIWAKA 
Dear Whanau, 
So far this year we have had two Happy 
Birthdays - Esme (9) and Robert (8).  
 
Will has had great success with his surf 
lifesaving and is going to represent 
Otago at the South Island 
Championships in Christchurch this 
weekend. Well done! 
 
 
This week’s successes to Celebrate: 
Falco and Shay were great ci�zens because they played with someone 

when they said they had no-one to play with. Solly was successful at learning to wear 
the school sunhat. Indi was kind and gave others turns on the flying fox.  
 
Maths  
We are learning about Sta�s�cs (graphs). So far we have used tally marks, 
interpreted and created bar and block graphs and are now learning how to group 
data. Robert enjoyed making graphs so much he made 2 at home. Indi agrees and 
thinks making graphs is fun and Keita enjoyed making pictographs. 
Writing 
This term we are crea�ng autobiographies, so any informa�on you have to help eg 
facts, photos and anecdotes would be very useful. Please email them to our class 
email mihiwakawaita�@waita�.school.nz.  In wri�ng Bea likes  thinking of your own 
ideas so she can share memories, CC likes typing and pu�ng pictures in and Atawhai 
likes the crea�vity about it, how YOU can decide what to write. 
Topic Update - The History of New Zealand.  

Our story of New Zealand begins 85 million years ago, when New Zealand first broke away from Gwandana Land. It 
started to break up 180 million years ago and was  one con�nent called Pangea. 
From Atawhai and Sophie on behalf of the Scallywags. 
 
 



KAPUKA 

In Kapuka these last few weeks we have been doing team challenges, in which each team is awarded points accordingly. 
We also made marble rolls.  We rolled marbles from the top of the ramp and measured how far the marble rolled.  The 
Year 6’s had a technology challenge on Wednesday and had a bake off!  Three groups made delicious treats for the 
teachers morning tea and they judged it. 

Nga mihi nui  Kapuka kids and Rachel 

 

  PTA 

The Waita� School PTA, in conjunc�on with the BRCT and the Grassroots Blueskin Emergency Response Group, is                 
upda�ng the Blueskin Bay Community Directory. The directory was originally printed in 2011. The revised edi�on will                 
include updated informa�on about clubs and socie�es, maps, residen�al and mobile phones numbers. It will also now                 
include informa�on about what to do in the event of an emergency in the Blueskin area. If I have not already approached                      
you about your business adver�sing in the directory, please contact me at  alicelaws@xtra.co.nz . The cost per                
adver�sement is: 

1/8  page for $70 
¼ page for $130 
½ page for $240 
Full page for $450 

These prices have not changed since the 2011 edi�on, and any profit will go to the PTA to help fund buses to transport                       
the school children to swimming, a�er school sports, senior camps and for classroom resources. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


