
 
15 March 2018 

Kia ora koutou 
 
Wawa Challenge 
There is some excitement building around the school for the WaWa Challenge tomorrow. The forecast for Friday is                  
brief morning rain with strong south westerlies. If this event is cancelled an email will be sent out and posted on                     
Waitati School facebook page by 8.30am. 
 
Principal's Award  
Congratulations to Falco Hurrell who received the Principal’s Award on Friday. Our school value this               
term is Turangawaewae and Falco is well connected to his learning, his friends and the school. Falco                 
always does his best to keep those strong connections.  Tino pai Falco! 
 
Marae Visit Tuesday 20 March 
Next Tuesday the whole school will be visiting Puketeraki Marae. This visit links in with our learning                 
about Turangawaewae and the importance of connections. We will be travelling by bus with some               
support from parents. Please make sure your child has a good packed lunch and a drink bottle that                  
day. 
 
Changes in Education 
I have spent time reading the cabinet paper that Chris Hipkins (Minister of Education) has put forward with regards to                    
the future of education in NZ. There are some very exciting changes that will champion a high quality public                   
education for all tamariki. These changes are going to take some time, and at the moment it is business as usual.                     
Consultation with key stakeholders is taking place over the next few months to design a way forward. It is important                    
to note that some of these changes may take years. I will keep you updated with new initiatives and directions as we                      
get them. 
 
While there are changes afoot in the Education Sector it is           
important to note that our priority at Waitati as detailed in our            
2018 Strategic Plan is All children will be able to reach their full             
potential through a rich and varied curriculum that meets their          
learning needs and enables them to find their gifts and passions. 
 
Ngā mihi 
Stacey  
 
TERM 1 DATES - REMEMBER WE HAVE ALSO HAVE A SCHOOL CALENDAR ON             
waitati.wordpress.com  
Friday 16 March Wawa Challenge - Warrington - 10am start 
Tuesday 20 March School visit to Puketeraki Marae 
Monday 26 March School closed - Otago Anniversary Day 
Tuesday 27 March Mihi Whakatau to welcome Christian Burgess (Deputy       
Principal) to the team 
Thursday 29 March Mihiwaka assembly 
Friday 30 March Good Friday - Easter Break - school re-opens 4 April 
Wednesday 11 April Term 1 learning evening - potluck dinner at school 5.30pm  
Friday 13 April Kapuka assembly 
Friday 13 April Last day of Term 1 
Monday 30 April Term 2 begins 
 

 
 
We have signed our school up with the Look Sharp Store in            
Dunedin (opposite Farmers and next to the Police Station). What this means is that any               
teachers, parents or students from Waitati School can get a 10% discount on purchases. So               
if you are going into the store make sure you say you are from Waitati School to receive your                   
discount. 
 
 

 



If anyone has any spare ice cream containers at home (with lids), we would appreciate them to store baking. 
 
 
MAPOUNUI 
Mapounui has been busy with play doh sight words, chalk sight words, reading, writing and maths. We are learning                   
to count to 100, understand what comes before and what comes after a number. We are also learning to double                    
numbers for example double 3 is 6 which is the same as 3 + 3 = 6. It is a busy time learning our alphabet and the                           
sounds we need to write a word. Our Turangawaewae wall looks amazing. It is so special having peoples families and                    
their ancestors on the wall in class. If you haven’t managed to send me a family photo yet please do. We really love                       
hearing stories about each others families at school. Our goals and some of our writing has been published and are                    
hanging up in the classroom.  
For powerful play today we focused on using kind words and helping each other. Ink made some really neat Ninja                    
puppets with Jasper. Neave made an earth mask. Alexia made a Tyrannosaurus kite she can fly. Tanekia helped with                   
colouring and Macey shared her pens with a friend. The rest of us coloured in and did some cutting or played with                      
playdoh.  
 
We are learning to write a sentence that starts with a capital letter and ends with a full stop.  
 
“My name is Marla. I am 5 years old. In my family I have Mum, Dad and Evie. I like running in the rain. I like kiwi fruit.                            
I love rainbows.”  

 
Goals Marla, Milo, Benj                      Benj’s writing                                        Ink’s writing 

 
 
HUATEA 
Halo! (Hello in spanish)  
We have been busy little Einstein’s here in Huatea these last two weeks. We held our Assembly last friday and while it                      
was a bit short, the class thought it was great. Thank you for supporting us with this. For our learning we have been                       
focusing on Turangawaewae, which is how we connect to each other, our school and family. We took pictures about                   
where we connect with others in the playground and Bex asked us to email photos of our family to go on the wall. 
 
We have been writing stunning similes and here is an example: 
 
The Rainbow 
By Emily 
As red as the sun set with all of it’s colours. As orange as the sun's heart pumping on to the sea. As Yellow as Belle’s                          
golden dress. As green as the sparkly grass. As blue as the giant’s tears falling from the sky. As Indigo as the purple                       
dress waiting in your cupboard, to be put on. As violet as a unicorn’s horn. 
 
We have also celebrated two birthdays in the last two weeks. A big happy birthday to Fergus                 
Laws and AJ!  
 
We have the WaWa cup this friday, looking forward to you watching us race. 
 
Signing out from  
Huatea Einsteins  
 



 
 
 
 
MIHIWAKA 
It was Elliot’s birthday on March 6th, and he turned 9 years old. HAPPY BIRTHDAY! At the music                  

festival Elliot, Will and Nikau were the Bajhs Boys because they ate 60 between them! Will and                 

Elliot tried out for the Christchurch International Cup team and were selected. Robert and Elmer               

brought crystals along to share and Taylah       

showed us a commemorative coin from      

1984. 

 

In our classroom, we have a caterpillar and we have named him            

Mony the Monarch. We found out about his life cycle and           

created art to go with it. He has        already shed some of his exoskeletons.  

Also, we have been    

learning about the NZ    

timeline. So far we have     

got to 2,000 years ago,     

when a tiny Kauri seedling     

was growing. It is called     

Tane Mahuta (lord of the     

forest) and you can find it      

in the Waipoua forest.  

It is now 51.2 metres tall.  

Authors: Bea and Ava on behalf of the Marvellous Monarchs. 
 
KAPUKA 

Congratulations to Tamsin, Tamati, Millie, Sylvia, Max, Niila, Luis and Ethan for representing us at the Lit Quiz on                   

Monday. It’s great to see our senior students displaying a ‘can do’ attitude! A huge thank you to Frances and Bec for                      

transporting these students, we couldn’t attend these events without your support! 

One of our challenges was to design a new garden space in front of the classroom. This is now well underway with                      
the sludge cleaned out of the bathtub ready to become a new home for some fish. We have also re-purposed some                     
old tyres we found in the swamp, painting them up ready to become part of a tyre pyramid garden. 

In preparation for the Marae visit next week we are furthering our knowledge about Māori culture, for example                  
researching the history of haka, pounamu or reading different Māori myths and legends. For our Māori study we                  
have been making rēwana bread. We cooked and mashed the potatoes, added flour and let it rise. The bread took                    
the span of 2 days to make. Charlie thinks the bread was delicious! 

As there is 1 week left before I finish in Kapuka class, I would like to thank Waitati school and community for their                       
friendliness over the last 7 weeks. You have a wonderful school! I have thoroughly enjoyed my time with the young                    
adults in Kapuka class and I hope you keep pushing yourself to be your best! 
Rachel Scott 

  

PTA NEWS 

The PTA is running the possum café at Blueskin on Show on the 8th of April. We need the school support in cleaning                       

the shed at Bland Park, running the Café on the Sunday and making lots of delicious baking. If you can help on the                       

day to sell baking and make tea and coffee then please use this doodle poll link to indicate what times you are                      

available https://doodle.com/poll/mbfwracnpft4mc9c 

If you can prepare the shed before the Sunday then please contact Sinead as she is coordinating this event.                   

sineadmj@yahoo.co.uk 

If you are collecting number for the phone book please email these to Frances. She needs then as soon as you can                      

get them bbaeumer@gmail.com. 
 

 

https://doodle.com/poll/mbfwracnpft4mc9c





