
 
16      November      2017 

Kia   ora   koutou, 
 
Kai   Rakau 
Our new teaching kitchen is finally finished - good things take �me! We had Hata Temo a kaumatua come and bless the                      
kitchen for us on Monday morning. Following on from the naming compe��on - Tama�’s idea came out on top. Kai Rakau is                      
simply translated into ‘tree of food’, which we think is very fi�ng for this great teaching space. Our first Masterchef meal                     
was   cooked   in   there   on   Tuesday   and   the   feedback   from   the   tamariki   is   that   they   really   love   the   space   and   all   the   new   things. 
 

 
 
Swimming   2018 
Thank you to those who have replied to me with regards to swimming and the poten�al extra cost for transport next year.                      
Having a growing roll and four teachers is absolutely wonderful but it does bring with it some logis�cal challenges. I will                     
keep   you   posted   on   the   decision   about   this. 
 
National   Standards 
Last week the NZ Educa�on Ins�tute met with Chris Hipkins the new Educa�on Minister. He confirmed the government’s                  
inten�on   to   abolish   Na�onal   Standards   (more   informa�on   will   be   coming   to   schools   soon).      Some   key   points   he   made   were: 

● Schools   will   now   report   to   parents   about   progress   in   all   learning   areas   of   the   NZ   Curriculum 
● Schools   won’t   be   forced   to   drop   Na�onal   Standards   at   school   level 
● Schools   will   s�ll   be   expected   to   report   to   parents   at   least   twice   a   year 
● Cabinet   will   sign   off   the   �metable   to   scrap   Na�onal   Standards   this   term 

 
We are s�ll obligated to report against Na�onal Standards for the end of year report this year. I am excited about the                      
changes   in   educa�on   and   look   forward   to   the   flexibility   we   will   now   have   around   teaching   across   the   whole   curriculum. 
Nga   mihi 
Stacey 

 
TERM   4   DATES   -   REMEMBER   WE   HAVE   ALSO   HAVE   A   SCHOOL   CALENDAR   ON 
waitati.wordpress.com  
Tuesday   28   November  East   Otago   Junior   Athle�cs 
Tuesday   12   December  Reflec�on   process   to   aim   for   Green/Gold   Enviro      School 
status 
Thursday   14   December  School   prizegiving 
Friday   15   December  Official   last   day   of   school 

School   starts   on   Tuesday   30th   January   2018 

    Kapuka   News 
Our   year   7-8      children   are   enjoying   compe�ng   the   ‘William   Pike   Challenge’.      This 
programme   challenges   the   kids   to   achieve   20   hours   of   community   service,   a   passion   project   and   outdoor 
ac�vi�es.      So   far   they   have   completed   their   passion   project,   learning   photography   from   a   professional   (thanks 
again   Sinead),   20   hours   of   community   service   at   Orokonui   Ecosanctuary,   and   this   week   they   will   be   kayaking   on 
Blueskin   Bay.      Photos   will   be   in   next   week’s   newsle�er. 
All   Kapuka   parents   please   note!!      The   NZ   police   are   pu�ng   on   a   fun   day   for   all   the   children   who   do   Road   Patrol 
around   Otago.   The   day   is   called   Orange   Day   (a�er   the   deligh�ul   jackets   they   get   to   wear   when   on   duty)and   it’s 



happening   on   FRIDAY   NOVEMBER   24.      On   that   day   a   bus   will   collect   the   kids   and   me   from   school   at   9:45,   deliver   us 
to   Moana   Pool   for   thank   you   speeches,   followed   by   swim,   slide,   BBQ   and   horizontal   bungy.      We   will   leave   Moana 
Pool   at   2:15   to   return   to   school.      Please   pack   togs,   towels   and   goggles   on   the   24th   :) 
Finally,   Masterchef   kicked   off   this   week   in   our   brand   new   kitchen.      Masterchef   is   designed   to   teach   life   skills   such 
as   budge�ng,   kitchen   hygiene,   kitchen   safety   and   nutri�onal   informa�on.   Max   and   Ethan   bravely   went   first   and 
check   out   the   incredibly   high   benchmark   they   have   set!   Beau�ful   table   se�ngs   were   accompanied   by   Max’s 
Chorizo   and   Bacon   Fe�uccine,   followed   up   with   Apple   and   Peach   Crumble   served   in   a   tall   glass   with   ice   cream. 
Ethan   made   Penne   and   Cheese   (with   the   sauce   made   from   scratch)   and   meringues   (also   made   from   scratch) 
served   with   cream,   strawberries   and   drizzled   chocolate.      The   judging   sheets   were   crammed   with   adjec�ves   such   as 
‘amazing’   and   ‘great’.      Well   done   boys  

 
Nga   mihi   nui 

Sue 

 
What’s   up   in   Mihiwaka?  
On   the   Home   Front: 

Bea can finally change her earrings since ge�ng them pierced six weeks ago. Ava’s miniature horse Midi had her                   
foal. It is a filly, and Ava calls her Star! On Friday Sophie went to Roxburgh to stay at her Grandparents holiday                      
house,   and   her   cousins   Shakana   and   Jaliah   came   to   visit.   They   had   a   spa   together   and   built   four   dams. 
On   the   Learning   Front: 

Currently in class we are learning the steps for a slap dance which is part of our Germany topic. In wri�ng we are                       
working   on   descrip�ve   sentences,   where   we   plan   and   write   based   on   interes�ng   photos   that   Mrs   Miller   finds. 
Naomi,   Mrs   Miller   and   the   Chicky-Licks 

 
Huatea  
It feels like there are not many weeks le� before Prizegiving and summer holidays. The children are working                  
beau�fully in class and I am gathering informa�on on their learning to report back to parents. I have really                   
enjoyed working with Year 2. I have learnt so much alongside these lovely children. I am looking forward to                   
teaching in Mopanui next year which will bring it’s own challenges and learning. The wonderful part about                 
working in educa�on is that it is ever changing. I am always interac�ng with many different people and learn new                    
ideas,   ways   of   doing   things,   cultural   values,   knowledge   and   strategies   for   learning   everyday.  



Stacey, as part of our Professional Development, has given us an ar�cle to read on Developing Adap�ve Exper�se                  
through the Analysis of Prac�ce. I need to be able to adapt my teaching prac�ce and style to new classes; children                     
and families and I look forward to that challenge next year. Academic research shows that being able to adapt is                    
necessary for effec�ve teaching prac�ce. This year as part of our professional development we are working on                 
Teacher as Inquiry - this is our own Teacher Inquiry teaching methods. It is an interes�ng and challenging process                   
of   reflec�on!   Enjoy   your   weekend,   Mikaela  
 
Mopanui 
This week we have been having a closer look at Communi�es and, more specifically, the community we live in. We                    
came up with what types of workers/helpers we have around the Blueskin area, then put them into five different                   
categories. These were: Builders & Fixers, Helpers that keep us safe, Health Workers, School helpers and Food                 
growers/makers.  
Mopanui came up with so many ideas, and they were able to iden�fy lots of people in the community that have a                      
specific job. This lead to the class talking about what kinds of careers that they might want when they grow up.                     
There was everything from teachers and athletes to chef and den�sts. We have been working so hard on other                   
subjects in Mopanui too. Our reading has improved, and we are star�ng to sound like we are telling a story, rather                     
than a robot. Some of us have been looking at teen numbers in maths, and we learned that these numbers start                     
with   a   one   and   have   a   group   of   ten   in   them. 
Thank   you   for   sharing   the   journey   with   us.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


