
 

 
9th March 2017 

 
I felt very privileged on Sunday afternoon to be part of such a warm, wonderful and supportive community. The                   
school working bee was amazing, it was a lot of hard work but everyone just got stuck in. Our edible garden looks                      
so much better with all of the big weeds removed and the fruit trees pruned. The playground now has new bark                     
chips and the pathway leading into the school has been cut back and weeded. He waka eke noa - a canoe that                      
we are all in with no exception! 
 

 
 
Thank you all for your support with our goal setting interview this week. The process of setting goals allows                   
students to choose where they want to go with their learning and what they want to achieve. By knowing what                    
they want to achieve, they know what they have to concentrate on and improve. Goal setting gives students                  
long-term vision and short-term motivation. It is important to strengthen the partnership between home and               
school.  Remember a goal not written down is only a wish! 
 
Wawa Challenge - thank you to all parents who have offered transport support for Monday. We still need                  
transport for 20 children - if you are able to help can you please get in touch with us asap. It will be a fun day at                           
the beach! 
Ngā  mihi 
Stacey 

 
TERM DATES  
Monday 13 March Wawa Challenge (postponement date Tuesday 14 March) - 10.30 start 
Friday 17 March Assembly Mihiwaka 
Monday 20 March Otago Anniversary day - school closed 
Friday 7 April Assembly Kapuka 

 
Kapukataumahaka   
In Kapuka Inquiry we are studying what constitutes a risk, how do we mitigate risks and how can we                   
continue to enjoy activities whilst managing the risk. To link with this topic we are focusing our writing                  
around a risky scenario. This is the beginning of Remy’s story about the risk of a tsunami. Remy is working                    
on developing a beginning, middle (complication) and ending. It’s a work in progress so feel free to ask him                   
what happens next in the plot! 
 
One clear blue sky day in Thailand, the sun was beating down relentlessly and lots of people were at the beach. This is                       
the story of a person called Remy. Hundreds of people were in the water, then the waves got smaller and smaller.                     
Suddenly the siren went off. It was a tsunami! Feeling nervous, I sprinted off the beach with hundreds of other people.Ͽ                     
After running with everyone for 30 seconds we were entering the city. Suddenly the tsunami was about 500 metres away.                    
I’m going to die I thought. I entered a seven story building and tried to find the staircase, when a huge wave went past. In                         
a panic I ran towards the back of the building and with relief I saw the staircase. I quickly ran up the stairs. Glancing to my                          
right I saw lots of bodies through the glass - they had been drowned in the force of the water. I got to the top and I heard                            
the glass shatter. I looked down and some of the water was red. Looking up the street I saw people running for their lives,                        
there were only about 10 of them left. Just then I heard footsteps coming up the steps - it was seven people about my                        
age. One of them shouted to me, “We come in peace and our names are Luis, Ollie, Fin, Niila, Jampa, Max and Ethan.”                       
Their clothes were wet and they were dripping cold water all over the floor. Ollie said that they swam in but one of their                        
friends didn’t make it. Ryan had been cut on the broken glass and had to let go.  
To be continued... 

 

 



 

 
Mopanui 
We had Mikaela teach us on Tuesday this week. We had lots of fun with her and looked at the letter ‘a’ as well as                         
the blends ‘sh’ and ‘it’. We read Mrs Wishy-Washy as a class and then made some aprons using crayons and dye.                     

We had to write our names in playdoh, sing songs and count forwards             
and backwards.  
 

 
 
Mihiwaka  Kia Ora. What’s Up this week? 
On the Home Front 

Happy Birthday to Elliot this week who turned 8 and to Ketia’s Dad. 
Esme got 6 baby chickens and Ava had 3 foals born.  
On the Work Front 
Bea, Nikau, Atawhai and Gwen want to report to you on their research about George               
the Hero Dog. 
Gwen: He was amazing because he saved five children from two pit bull terriers. 
Bea: I think George was amazing,  he was given 3 medals because of his heroic act. 
Nikau: There was a statue of George built in Taranaki because of his bravery. 
Atawhai: He was injured by two pit bull terriers and he had to be put down. 
Will and Elliot chose their own research. 
Elliot said the dog Buster he researched, saved his owner from a house raid and               
roughly 1,200 people from terrorist attacks. He found lots of bombs and is             
remarkable. 
Will researched a dog called Rambo. He thinks he is astonishing because he took 95%               
of a lightning strike and gave his life to save his owner. He did this by jumping into the path of the lightning.  

 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 

  
 
 
 

 


