
 
7   September   2017 

Kia   ora   koutou, 
 
Next week is Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori - Māori Language Week. We will be                
chalk-bombing the school with as many kupu (words) as we can in Te Reo.              
We also have the Kapa Haka group performing at Polyfest on Wednesday            
a�ernoon. How many Te Reo words do you know? We will be aiming to              
learn new ones every day next week - ask your tamariki what they have              
learnt   -   share   the   knowledge! 
 
Cellphones   at   School 
There have been a few cell phones out in the playground and on the bus when heading to swimming. Senior students                     
are allowed to bring cell phones to school so that parents can contact them by text if necessary. However, they are to                      
stay in their bag or be handed in at the office (if they prefer) and not used during school �me. If your child is not in                          
Kapuka   it   would   be   appreciated   if   they   le�   their   cell   phone   at   home. 
 
Blueskin   Library 
There have been some concerns about the behaviour of tamariki at the library a�er school. Below is a reminder of the                     
library   policy   around   una�ended   tamariki: 
We really enjoy it when children visit the library and isn’t it great we live in a safe community where they are able to pop                         
along with parents, caregivers, family and friends. It’s great to see the library buzzing; with stories being read, the iPads                    
and computers in demand and the children’s area a hive of activity. We have a fenced off play area outside the library                      
which is a great place for parents and children to spend time outdoors enjoying the mild autumn weather we have been                     
having. 

Library staff work hard to provide a welcoming and friendly environment for everyone, however, we are not responsible                  
for looking after unattended children. In the Dunedin Public Libraries Conditions of Use it states that for safety reasons                   

parents and caregivers are expected to ensure that children in their care a properly supervised at all                 
times. The library takes no responsibility for unaccompanied children.  Parents if you plan for your               
children   to   come   to   the   library   after   school   please   talk   to   library   staff   first. 

Mihi   Whakatau 
We welcomed Ink to our school whānau this week. Ink has already made many new friends. Our school                  
roll   is   now   at    69.       Nau   mai,   haere   mai   Ink.  
 
Stay warm over the weekend - it is supposed to be very cold. Snow in Queenstown which is exactly                   
what   we   want   for   ski   camp   next   week! 
Nga   mihi 
Stacey 
 

TERM   3      DATES 
Wednesday   13 Otago   Polyfest 
Friday   22   September Kapuka   Assembly  
Friday   29   September Last   day   of   Term   3 
 

What’s   up   in   Mihiwaka?  
On   the   home   front: 

Elmer is entering the 2017 Lego Brick Show in Dunedin. Sophie went to Leap. Falco said it is only 4 more days un�l                       
Moss’s birthday, and they haven’t got him anything yet! Bea said that Quinn had a birthday this week and he got a                      
drone. Penny is ge�ng a new bunny. Keita’s mum is in Christchurch. Elliot’s dad had a birthday this week and they went                      
to Emersons and Laserforce. Shay is spor�ng a flash new haircut. Nikau found 5 lambs with no mothers and 2 of them                      
were   in   the   river,   4   have   survived   but   sadly   1   died.      Taylah   is   excited   because   it   is   nearly   her   birthday. 
On   the   learning   front:  

Will   -   “we   have   started   our   Wearable   Art   costumes   and   Eli,   Falco   and   I   are   making   a   jellyfish   umbrella.” 
Elmer   -   “persuasive   wri�ng   is   so   fun   because   I   like   wri�ng   so   much!” 
Keita   -   “we   made   art   of   our   Wearable   Art   designs   with   Sarah.” 
Bea   -   “it   is   fun   thinking   of   arguments   for   persuasive   wri�ng.” 
Gwen   -   “it   is   fun   thinking   of   topics   for   persuasive   wri�ng.” 



Atawhai   -   “I   am   feeling   sad   because   Mrs   Honeywill   won’t   be   teaching   us   all   day   anymore   but   I   am   also   feeling   happy 
because   Naomi   will   be   back.” 
Mrs   H   and   the   fashion   designers 

 

Huatea 
We have some fabulous ar�sts in Huatea. We have been looking at shapes, listening to instruc�ons so we could draw                    
dinosaurs. The children used pastel and dye. They wrote about the pictures they have drawn. We are focusing on                   
describing   words   in   our   language   and   wri�ng.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
By   Elayna 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By   Ashlyn 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIG   BOOK   -   RATTY   TATTY   CAT 
This   week   we   read   Ra�y   Ta�y   Cat   for   our   Big   Book.  
The   children   looked   at   WOW   WORDS   like    sniffed,   licked,   drum,   alleys,   scratched,   WHAM,   yowled   and   howled .   We 
discovered   exclama�on   marks   in   the   text. 
We   came   up   with   a   list   of   describing   words   we   could   use   in   their   own   wri�ng   about   the   ki�ens   they   drew.   It   wasn’t   easy 
to   draw   so   many   curved   lines   but   they   did   a   fantas�c   job!  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
“ Kittens are  cute because they are  cuddly  and  fluffy . They eat           

cat food and they drink water and milk sometimes. We made a            

cat picture this morning. My cat was  purple . Kittens are          

sometimes  fat . Kittens can be  little and  blind  until they open           

their   eyes. ” 
By   Evie 

 

Thank   you   to   those   parent   who   are   reading   with   their 
children   :)  
 
Enjoy   your   weekend  
Mikaela  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mopanui 
This week we welcomed Ink and his family into our class whānau. Ink has se�led in well and has already made lots of                       
friends. We also have Alexia, Courtney and Macey having school visits, watch out for their parents around the                  
playground. In class we have con�nued our work on frac�ons, learning to iden�fy and write frac�ons. We have been                   
ge�ng out and about with Powerful Play and we re-homed our tadpoles this week. They are now in a bigger tank and                      
some of them look like they might be star�ng to turn into froglets! This is so exci�ng for us as we have watched their                        
journey   since   Term   One!  
 
This   week   for   wri�ng   we   have   been   looking   at   descrip�ve   wri�ng.   Here   are   some   of   our   stories. 
 
My   monster   has   spiky   feet.   It   has   spiky   tails.   It   is   scary.     Oliver 
My   monster   looks   really   scary   and   it   has   sharp   teeth.   It   is   bad!     Isla   V 
My   monster   has   two   heads   and   bandages   on   its   legs.   It   has   a   snake   skeleton   tail   and   it   is   chasing   a   horse.    Rebecca 
My   monster   has   orange   and   blue   spikes.   It   has   spiky   hands   and   a   big   fat   head.   It   is   a   scary   monster.    Ink 

 

Kapuka   News 
You may remember that I have been involved in a University of Otago/Notre Dame University (Australia) study into                  
mul�plica�ve thinking in Year 5-8 students. The Universi�es collected data from the students and teachers in the study,                  
and in return we were supplied with some ‘hot-off-the-press’ maths resources. Data was collected at the start of the                   
study and at the end. This study �med in really nicely with our Kapuka maths programme because we were focusing on                     
mult/div at the �me. At the beginning of any maths topic I test the children to assess what they do and do not know, then                         
at the end of the topic I test again to gauge their learning; i.e. a similar process to the Uni study. The results from both                         



the study and my own tes�ng were really posi�ve and encouraging. Kapuka kids showed improved results in their                  
abili�es to connect word problems with number sentences, explain factors and mul�ples, use powers of 10 to mul�ply                  
and divide by 10, 100, 1000 (i.e. how many �mes bigger or smaller the number becomes), show understanding that                   
changing the order in mul�plica�on doesn’t change the result (commuta�ve property), and use the distribu�ve property                
(mul�plying each number in the equa�on by each other number and then add them). I was really excited to see how                     
well our Waita� kids stacked up against others schools in the study. Our learning is not about compe�ng with others                    
(rather   it’s   about   our   own   personal   growth),   but   it’s   nice   to   know   we   are   on   the   right   track. 
Of course ski camp is next week so our learning will be of a different kind. We’re all just a li�le bit excited (a li�le!) – both                           
those who are going on the skiing adventure, and those who are staying at school with our lovely Sarah Wilson                    
(Wellington)   who   is   coming   back   to   Waita�   to   teach   them   for   the   week.  


