
 
4th May 2017 

Kia ora koutou, 
 
Welcome to Term 2! I hope that everyone had a well deserved, restful break. The weather for the most part was                     
beautiful and it was lovely to see the Autumn colours changing. I managed to get 3 last days of wakeboarding in for                      
the season - although the water was a bit colder than I am used to! 
Circus Quirkus 
We have 25 free tickets to the Rotary Club Circus Quirkus on Thursday 11 May at 5.00pm. If you would like tickets for                       
this please see Mikaela in the office - first in, first served!! 
waitati.wordpress.com 
This is our newly updated website, it looks fabulous! Please visit the site, it has our latest learning, policies,                   
procedures, information about classes etc. It does not yet have an event calendar but we are working on getting this                    
sorted. 
Newsletter Printing 
This is the last newsletter that will come home in a printed format. From next week on our newsletter will be emailed                      
and uploaded to the website. If you do not have access to a computer please let us know and we can print a copy for                         
you. 
East Otago Cross Country 
This event will be held at the end of the term. We will be training for this throughout Term 2 so please ensure your                        
child/ren comes to school with appropriate running shoes every day. 
Nga mihi 
Stacey 

 
TERM DATES  
Friday 19 May Mopanui Assembly 
22-26 May BOOK FAIR AT SCHOOL 
Tuesday 23 May Board Meeting 
Monday 5 June Queen’s Birthday 
Friday 9 June Mihiwaka Assembly 
Wednesday 21 June Matariki Celebration 
Tuesday 27 June Board Meeting 
Friday 30 June Assembly Kapuka 
Friday 30 June PTA Quiz Night 
Tuesday 4 July EO Cross Country 
Friday 7 July Term 2 ends 

 

Book Fair  
We are having a Scholastic Book Fair the week beginning Monday 22 May. There will be books set                  
up in Huatea that are available for purchase. This is going to be a fun week at school focusing on                    
books and reading! Keep an eye out for invitations and further information. Please support us               
with this, the more books we sell the more money we get to purchase literacy resources. 

Office 
Welcome back! Swimming fees are due this term $45 per child. Donations are requested each term                
$20 for one child $10 thereafter. Our bank account details are BNZ 02-0900-0000305-000 if you               

want to pay online please write your name and what the money is for, thank you. Please pop in anytime to make                      
arrangements for automatic payments.  
Waitati T-shirts  - These are now for sale in the office.  
Friday Lunch - This term we will be selling baked potatoes with sour cream, cheese and chilli sauce - $2.50.  
 

Kapukataumahaka 
Waitati School is a silver enviroschool. As part of our enviro school programme we have a school-wide, whanau-based                  
rotation on Wednesday afternoons. Our rotation is based on the Guiding Principles which you can read about at                  
http://www.enviroschools.org.nz  Here is a summary of our Term 2 plan: 
 

Waitati School: Manaaki Papatuanuku 
Enviroschools Programme Outline 

 
We recognise and provide teaching and learning opportunities around the Enviroschools kaupapa, based on five               
guiding principles.  

http://www.enviroschools.org.nz/


Empowered Students are enabled to participate in a  meaningful way in the life of Waitati School.  Their unique                  
perspectives are valued for the knowledge and insight they bring, and they are supported to take action for real                   
change. 
The principle of Learning for Sustainability recognises the types of teaching and learning that foster student                
empowerment, decision-making, action and sustainable outcomes.  
The principle of Maori Perspectives honours the status of tangata whenua in this land and the value of indigenous                   
knowledge in enriching and guiding learning and action. 
Respect for the Diversity of People and Cultures acknowledges the unique gifts, contributions and perspectives of                
individuals and groups, reinforcing the need for participatory decision-making in our Enviroschool.  
Sustainable Communities act in ways that nurture people and nature, now and in the future, to maintain the health                   
and viability of our environment, society, culture and economy. 
Each week on Wednesday afternoons we operate in a five-way rotation of learning.  Children are engaged in: 

❖ Working to keep the school and wider community healthy and safe – making beeswax wraps, creating                
silhouettes to help slow traffic by the gate and picking up rubbish. Empowered Students (Bex) 

❖ Gardening - learning what to grow and how to maintain a garden, focussing on organic gardening.  Eating                 
nutritious food we have grown.  Learning for Sustainability (Sally) 

❖ Caring for our school environment, understanding tikanga Maori and learning harakeke - Maori Perspectives              
(Stacey and Aroha) 

❖ Researching our ancestry to understand where we come from, how we contribute, what our unique gifts are                 
and ways to celebrate this - Respect for Diversity of People and Culture (Sue) 

❖ Community Projects - developing a working knowledge of our local ecology and ecosystems, understanding              
soil health, microclimates and developing a planting plan suited to our Dons Creek habitat - Sustainable                
Communities (Kelvin and Philippa) 

 
What’s Up In Mihiwaka? 
What a fabulous break everyone had and here are the favourite things we did this holiday: 

Naomi loved glamping in the Kakadu National Park Australia, Esme loved visiting the Cookie Time factory on her way                   

to Nelson (and her Nanny visited from England.) Nikau also went to Nelson and enjoyed bowling with his cousins.                   

Sophie went to see her cousins in Queenstown and Robert’s favourite activity was tramping in Ohau. Eva, Elliot, Emily                   

Lara and Otto voted the movies as the best fun. Some saw Boss Baby and others watched Lego Batman. Falco’s Dad                     

got a black puppy, while Keita and Atawhai had lots of sleepovers. Lucia loved seeing Larnach’s Castle and Taylah had                    

great fun at her sister's birthday party. Lucy got a new fish tank and now has 2 fish called Black Tail and Scotty. Shay                        

loved seeing the sea when it was stormy and lucky Eli got new goggles for swimming this term. 

Some of us had fun with visitors. Ava’s Grandmother came from up North, William had 11 people in his house, six of                      

which were from Australia and Bea’s Aunt visited from Africa. We welcome back Penelope who has had a wonderful                   

trip to Nicaragua, Florida and California. Her favourite memories are snorkeling and visiting her old school. Other                 

News: We have lots of kids looking very glamorous with their new haircuts…..Bea, Elliot, Lara(now a redhead), Esme,                  

Falco, Ava, Will, Shay and Eli. We also have MORE missing teeth. Eva, Lucia and Eli…..the tooth fairy must be getting                     

close to becoming a millionaire!  Welcome back from Naomi and the munchkins.  

 

 
 

Mopanui 
Welcome back to Term 2! I trust that everyone had a good break over the holidays and that you got to enjoy some                       
sunshine with your families. Mopanui would like to say ‘Happy Birthday’ to ...Elayna, who turned the big 6! Did you                    
know that we don’t have another birthday in Mopanui until September! That is a long break for birthdays! 
This term we are learning in the areas of Science and Dance.  We are continuing Powerful Play on Friday afternoons.  
I also have a request - I am making beeswax lunch wraps with my Enviro group and we are hoping some parents could                       
volunteer on a Wednesday afternoon (2-3pm) to help iron the wraps and maybe sew some pouches. We will be selling                    
these at the school office for $2 (the money will go towards more plants for our garden). This is to help reduce rubbish                       
around our school and community.  


