
 
29th June 2017 

Kia ora koutou, 
 
Staffing from Term 2 & 3 
I would like to share some exciting news with regards to classes for Terms 3 & 4. Our role continues to grow, however,                       
not quite enough for the Ministry to fund an extra teacher. On Tuesday night at the Board meeting the Board agreed                     
to fund a .7 teacher (Monday-Friday mornings) to teach a Year 2 class. This ensures that class sizes in the junior school                      
are manageable and that the tamariki get the best learning environment that we can give them. We are really lucky to                     
have such a supportive board who put the education and well being of our tamariki first! Nga mihi nui to our Board of                       
Trustees. I am delighted to let you know that Mikaela Wilson has agreed to take on this teaching position and will be a                       
great asset to our teaching team at Waitati. 
 
East Otago Cross Country - Tuesday 4th July 
Information was emailed out yesterday regarding this event. We need transport for some of our tamariki to this                  
event. If you are planning on going to watch this and can leave with us at 10am in the morning we would appreciate                       
some children traveling with you.  Please let me know if you can help out with this. 
 
School Reports 
Interim reports against the National Standards for our Year 4-8 children will be going home tomorrow. The reporting                  
process for our Year 0-2 children remains the same (reported after terms at school) and some junior reports will also                    
be going home. There is the opportunity to talk to teachers about your child/ren’s progress next week after school.                   
Please make a time to see Sue, Bex or Naomi - the home/school relationship for learning is so important. 
Nga mihi 

Stacey 

KAPUKA ASSEMBLY TOMORROW - 2.15PM 
 
TERM DATES 
Tuesday 4 July EO Cross Country 
Thursday 6 July Cross Country postponement date
Friday 7 July Term 2 ends 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office 

Blue swimming togs missing, please return to the office.  Our account number for payments is 02 0900 0000305 00 - 

please put your name and what it is for in the reference box.  

 

Otago Southland has had an outbreak of chickenpox, please be aware of the symptoms and keep your child at home if 

they are unwell. Chickenpox is a contagious virus spread through the air by sneezing or coughing, or touching blisters 

then others. Symptoms are small itchy blisters (like a rash) on skin, tiredness, fever, general aches and pains. Children 

are usually ill for 5 to 10 days. Use calamine lotion to treat, and take a lukewarm bath every 3-4 hours during first few 

days. Stay at home. About 50,000 people contract chickenpox in New Zealand every year. 

 



Kapuka News 

You are all invited to our assembly tomorrow (30th)! We’ll be starting at 2:15. It’s been a busy term so we are going                       

to summarise our learning by sharing news about our artworks, our sports trips, our science fair projects, our                  

photography projects and even (we hope) put on a small gymnastics display. Eight Kapuka kids competed in the                  

Robocup Competition in the weekend, having spent the term programming Lego robots. They have written an                

update, as follows:  

A group of kids from Kapuka competed in a competition called Robocup. Robocup is a fun robotic                 
competition where you have to build and program robots. We competed in, ‘Theatre’ where              
around two/three robots chose a theme and told a story based on that theme. Unfortunately we                
thought this category was dance, so our robot did a dance to the little Einsteins theme song trap                  
remix. Next year we will know to make more than one robot. We also entered ‘Search and Rescue’                  
- it’s where you program your robot to follow a black line that’s on a series of tiles and push a can                      
off the tile it was placed. A big thank you to Tania who coached the team and brought food to keep                     
us awake.  By Hazel and Tamati 
 We are also very proud of Poppy whose RASA dance team made it into the finals in Wellington - congratulations! 

  

  

What’s up in Mihiwaka?  

On the Learning Front! 

Reading 

This week we have been sharing all the 

wonderful studies the children have been 

researching during reading time. Lucy and 

Otto presented their posters on making 

Popcorn. Their hint for making the best 

popcorn is not to burn it. Just put it in for a 

few minutes. 

William, Bea, Elliot and Gwen presented their 

studies.They wanted to share this 

information 

In Will’s study about “ The 

Human Body’ he discovered  that in 

NZ we have one of the highest rates of asthma and that when you sleep 

every muscle sleeps too, except your ears. 

Bea studied ‘Flowers’. Did you know that a dandelion stands for the sun, 

stars and the moon? 

Elliot researched ‘The Ocean.” 

Did you know that all sharks sleep 

in currents because they can’t 

breathe when they are not moving. 

Gwen investigated the Rainforest. Did you know scientists 

estimate that between 150 - 200 species of plant, insect, bird 

and mammal die every 24 hours.  Lucia found out about 

‘Animals.’ She & Nikau made a slideshow about ‘Sea and Land 



Animals’. The most fascinating fact was that all Purple Queen fish are born female and when the male dies a female 

will change into a male to take its place.  

Ava, Eli. Falco and Shay made posters about ‘How to Make Hay.’ 
These people made  amazing posters about the White Faced Heron and want to share 
the most interesting facts. 
The White Faced Heron…... 
Taylah:  is also known as the White Fronted Heron and the Grey Heron. 
Esme: lives next to crocodiles and they live together so that the can stay alive. 
Eva: they live in NZ, Australia and parts of Southeast Asia. 
Keita: lives with crocodiles and help them by warning them of danger. 
Penny: It lives for 20 years or more. 

From Naomi and the Readers.  
 

Mopanui 
Wow! What an exciting week we have had in Mopanui. We have            

been really getting into our learning at Powerful Play and there are a group of us that are really                   

enjoying playing schools. Neave, Olivia and Tanekia all had a go at bouncing in a box and Neave                  

took the lead and helped everyone with the technique. Jasper found a huge piece of cardboard                

and made up a funky dance move that lots of people wanted to learn and Mrs Williams got a                   

MASSIVE dryer box from Hank’s daycare and brought that to school so we could make a house. 

But wait there’s more! 

On Tuesday afternoon we had a special visit from the Waitati Fire Brigade, they came to school with the lights and                     

sirens going and we all got to have a seat in the truck! They sprayed water and made a huge puddle, that luckily didn’t                        

freeze, and we got to see Seraya in some breathing apparatus. We were all so excited that Samuel, Lochie and Jasper                     

all started playing firemen at Powerful Play       

afterwards. 

For maths we have started learning about       

measurement and length. Today Mrs Williams read       

us a story about Mr and Mrs Measurement. Mr         

Measurement can use anything to measure      

something and Mrs Measurement only uses things       

like time, rulers, calendars and cups to measure        

things. We then drew pictures about each of them         

and wrote what each of them used to measure.  

We have had so much happening in Mopanui over         

the last week and this can all be seen on Seesaw! 

 


