
 
24   August   2017 

Kia   ora   koutou, 
 
What a great week I am having - I am in Mihiwaka teaching full �me at the moment and it is lovely to be back at the coal                            
face   and   sharing   some   great   learning   with   the   tamariki.  
 
Kapa   Haka 
Our new-formed Kapa Haka group are in full swing with prac�ces for the Otago Polyfest. We will be performing on                    
Wednesday   13th   of   September   -   more   informa�on   will   follow. 
 
Lions   Club   Celebrate   100   years 
Yesterday we had representa�ves from the Port Chalmers Lions Club come to school and help plant some fruit trees.                   
The Lions Club are celebra�ng 100 years and as part of this celebra�on they donated $100 worth of fruit trees to the                      
school. We now have some cranberries, a new plum tree and a greengage tree in our                
garden.      Thank   you   Lions   Club   -   we   really   appreciate   it!  
 
Daffodil   Day   -   Tomorrow 
Daffodil Day stall to be held on Friday, 25th August at Blueskin Store - 8am to 5pm. Bunches                  
of daffodils, po�ed daffodils, baking, sweets, preserves and raffles. All monies raised stay in              
the Otago area of the Cancer Society. The stall is being organised by members of the                
Blueskin   Garden   Club.      Thank   you   for   your   support   to   this   cause.  
Nga   mihi 
Stacey 
 
TERM   3      DATES 
Monday’s Swimming   -   leave   school   at   11.20am 
Friday   1   September Mihiwaka   Assembly 
Wednesday   13 Otago   Polyfest 
11-14   September Senior   Ski   Camp  
Friday   22   September Kapuka   Assembly  
Friday   29   September Last   day   of   Term   3 
 
 
 

BOARD   OF   TRUSTEES   REPORT 
The Board of Trustees met last week and we’re very glad to report that the key indicators for the school are all very                       
posi�ve. That is; classroom results, staff and pupil updates, finances and property. The mee�ng started with a visit from                   
Daniel Jephson to discuss the process to a�ain Green Gold recogni�on in the Enviroschools programme. The assessment                 
will   be   in   December   and   if   successful   Waita�   will   be   just   the   third   school   in   the   region   to   achieve   the   award. 
It was reported that Cilla and Mikaela have se�led quickly in their new roles in the office and Huatea classroom                    
respec�vely and that the staff as a whole are happy and working well together. The school roll has con�nued to grow                     
faster   than   predicted   and   we   hope   the   Ministry   will   support   four   full   �me   classrooms   from   the   start   of   next   year.  
We reviewed mid-year achievement data on Na�onal Standards for the school. Across the subjects assessed that is,                 
wri�ng, mathema�cs and reading, the school is doing markedly be�er than at the same �me last year. A great outcome                    
for   pupils   and   staff! 
A tender has been accepted for the work to transform the school library into a teaching kitchen and this work is                     
expected to be finished before school starts in 2018. We are within budget for the current 5 year alloca�on of spending                     
on capital works and due to start the next 5 year alloca�on in 2019. The school's opera�onal budget is on track for a                       
small surplus at the end of the year, which is great. The BoT are keen to incrementally build up cash reserves to a level                        
recommended   for   small   rural   schools   like   ours. 
I also a�ended the PTA AGM this week. Amazing to observe the skilled, experienced and dedicated team going about                   
their business raising 5 or 6 thousand dollars annually to buy resources and subsidise ac�vi�es, not just for their own,                    
but   for   all   of   the   kids   at   school.   Thank   you   PTA! 
 

What’s   up   in   Mihiwaka?  
On   the   Home   Front: 

Lucy   was   7   yesterday   and   her   favourite   birthday   present   was   a   Japanese   fan.      Penny   went   to   Timaru   to   see   her   Great 
Grandma   and   Grandpa   and   her   Grandma   and   Grandpa   to   hear   about   their   trip.      Robert’s   cousins   came   and   stayed   at   the 



weekend.      Keita   went   to   Wanaka   to   see   her   Dad’s   brother’s   brewery.      Eli   is   glad   that   Eamon   is   back   home   and   he   gave 
them   all   presents. 
On   The   School   Front: 

Will shared that we are learning about shape and a 2D shape is a polygon and a 3D shape is a solid. Atawhai liked our                         
learning about persuasive wri�ng - we had a discussion about an opinion and you had to be for or against. O�o likes the                       
book we are reading ‘The World's Worst Children’ because it is silly and funny. Evie said that we have been working                     
hard on designing wearable art fashion. Emily is excited that we are going to the beach to collect shells for our wearable                      
art. 
Mrs   H   and   the   crazy   kids 

 

Huatea 
We have been busy in wri�ng planning what we Know, Wonder and Learn. We have looked at dinosaurs and had fun                     
talking   about   dinosaurs,   playing   with   dinosaurs   and   reading   books   about   dinosaurs.  
 

Dinosaurs are extinct. I know because a meteor hit them all. I wonder why birds are still alive and                                     

Pterodactyls   aren’t?   I   wonder   if   dinosaurs   were   real   and   their   fossils   are   other   animals   fossils. 

I   learnt   that   dinosaurs   get   out   of   their   egg   by   breaking   it.  

By   Simon  

 

Dinosaurs have sharp teeth because they eat chewy meat. I know they started off in an egg. They have                                     

very long tails. They also have big eyes so they can see. I wonder if dinosaurs have green teeth and                                       

green toe nails. Do they eat mud? How long did the dinosaurs live on earth? Do they have purple                                     

tongues? Do dinosaurs have cute eyes? How did dinosaurs die? I learnt that dinosaurs have lived on                                 

earth   for   a   thousand   years.   I   learnt   dinosaurs   can   be   a   lot   of   colours.  

By   Emily 

 

 
Happy   Birthday   Lucy      -   Happy   Birthday   Evie   -      Happy   Birthday   Otto! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

Children in Huatea some�mes read the same book to help them develop fluency. Fluency is the ability to read a text                     
accurately, quickly, and with expression. Fluency is important because it provides a bridge between word recogni�on                
and comprehension. When fluent readers read silently, they recognise words automa�cally. They group words quickly               
to help them gain meaning from what they read. Fluent readers read aloud effortlessly and with expression. Their                  
reading sounds natural, as if they are speaking. Readers who have not yet developed fluency read slowly, word by                   
word. The more prac�ce your child has reading orally with the same book the more fluent their reading becomes.                   
Re-reading the same book is helpful with comprehension. Asking ques�ons and having discussions about the book                



deepens understanding. We can support math learning with our reading. Any �me we share a book with children we                   
can   draw   their   a�en�on   to   the   page   numbers   and   the   sequence. 
We’ve   read   page   6.   What   number   comes   next?  

How   many   pages   does   this   chapter   have?  

Are   we   halfway   through   the   story?   How   do   you   know?  

If   you   read   a   quarter   of   this   chapter   book   each   night,   how   many   pages   will   you   read   each   night? 
 

Maths  

We are all different and learning at our own pace in Huatea. Our math learning ranges from simple addi�on and skip                     
coun�ng to arrays and mul�plica�on. I am very proud of how the children enjoy math. We are working with different                    
materials   like   Numicon,   counters,   bears   and   tens   frames.  
 
Here   is   a   link   to   support   your   child’s   learning   at   home.  
h�ps://nzmaths.co.nz/plc/links-worth-looking-plc/nzmaths-families-sec�on 

 
A   big   thank   you   to   Mrs   Honeywill   for   suppor�ng   our  
learning   in   Huatea!  
Mrs   H   is   an   experienced   junior   teacher   and   both   the   children   and   I  
are   learning   a   lot   from   her. 
Enjoy   your   weekend,      Arohanui   Mikaela   :)  

 

Mopanui 
What’s been happening in Mopanui? We have had Huatea for two mornings this week so for maths we have been                    
learning about Frac�ons. We have been concentra�ng on shapes being divided equally and unequally. We know that if                  
they are unequal then it’s not fair when you are sharing them out. We have been sor�ng the different shapes and                     
learning   the   words   equal   and   unequal. 
In reading we have been working hard on spelling and not sounding like a robot. To help this we need to say the words                        
we   know   quickly.  
We have been doing amazing wri�ng, with lots of us star�ng to sound out hard words and all of us extending our                      
sentences   by   saying      how   we   felt.  
This   week   we   also   watched   Mr   Norrish   try   to   start   the   fire.   Here   are   some   photo’s… 

 
 
Kapuka   News 
Did you know that this week is poetry week? We have wri�ng some poems with a special focus on similes and                     
metaphors.  
Here   is   Lawrie’s   poem: 

Heaven   is   as   bright   as   an   angel’s   daylight 

Hello   God   hello   Zeus 

Through   the   golden   gateway 

As   I   dreamed   my   whole   life 

 

https://nzmaths.co.nz/plc/links-worth-looking-plc/nzmaths-families-section


Solly   wrote: 

A   giant   walking   through   the   forest   like   a   cyclops   chasing   a   halfblood 

Shadows   moving   through   the   forest   like   a   wolf   pack   stealing   their   prey 

Snowflakes   falling   like   a   snowy   owl   diving   down   to   earth. 

 

Hazel   wrote: 

I   am   a   shadow 

I   am   one   with   my   master 

I   will   go   with   her 

She   sees   me   as   a   silent   shadow 

A   pointless   double 

Nothing   but   a   mirror   image 

No   more   than   a   desperate   mimick 

We   glide   together 

But   I   doubt   she   knows 

I   am   trapped   forever 

I   am   a   ZD   image 

Scribbled   by   a   thoughtless   child 

On   the   unforgiving   canvas   of   the   world.  

 

Also congratula�ons (again!) to Poppy whose RASA Hip Hop group won the Regionals and is heading to Christchurch for                   
the   finals      -   and   a   picture   showing   Kapuka   kids   doing   rescues   at   the   pool. 
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