
 
11th May 2017 

Kia ora koutou, 
 
I would like to give a very warm welcome back to Millie Field. Millie has come back to Kapuka and it is lovely                       
to see her smiling face back at school. 
 
Terms 2 & 3 tend to be the terms where illness is more prevalent. If your child/ren is vomiting or has diarrhea                      
please keep them home for 48 hours after their last incident. If you are keeping your child/ren home                  
because they are unwell we would appreciate a phone call or an email to office@waitati.school.nz  
 
Yesterday we had a visit from Amadeo, the Otago Museum Science Communicator. I have put some videos                 
and photographs up on the website - waitati.wordpress.com. The tamariki loved the experiments he showed               
them and there was a lot of excitement in the room. 

 
 
Book Fair - you will now have received a scholastic flyer that invites you to our school book fair. On the                     
Friday of book fair week we will be dressing up as a favourite book character. There are lots of fabulous                    
ideas spinning around already. Hopefully we have given you enough notice to help get costumes sorted.                
This dress up day will be lots of fun - dress up and             
join us! 
Nga mihi 
Stacey 
 
TERM DATES  
Friday 19 May Mopanui Assembly 
22-26 May BOOK FAIR  
Tuesday 23 May Board Meeting - 6pm 
Monday 5 June Queen’s Birthday holiday  
Friday 9 June Mihiwaka Assembly 
Wednesday 21 June Matariki Celebration - hāngi 
Tuesday 27 June Board Meeting - 6pm 
Friday 30 June Assembly Kapuka 
Friday 30 June PTA Quiz Night 
Tuesday 4 July EO Cross Country 
Friday 7 July Term 2 ends 
 

Book Fair  
We are having a Scholastic Book Fair the week beginning Monday 22 May. There will be                
books set up in Huatea that are available for purchase. This is going to be a fun week at                   
school focusing on books and reading! Keep an eye out for invitations and further              
information. Please support us with this, the more books we sell the more money we get                
to purchase literacy resources. 
 

Office - Waitati T-shirts  - These are now for sale in the office $15 second hand  &  $25 new.  
Thank you to those who have paid for swimming :) 

mailto:office@waitati.school.nz


 
Kapukataumahaka 
This term our Inquiry is titled ‘What’s the Matter?’ and is focused on science. You guessed it, we’ll be studying                    
matter in different forms. In Kapuka we will use our learning to create individual science fair projects based on                   
topics of interest. We are becoming scientists! Later in Term 2 the projects will be graded and the best ones will                     
be sent through to the Otago Regional Science Fair competition at the Museum for further judging. We have                  
begun the term talking about scientific language, running some experiments and enjoying a visit from the Otago                 
Museum science communicator Amadeo. Kapuka kids will come up with a question and a hypothesis that they                 
will then test. In doing so we will focus on developing fair testing methods i.e. changing only one variable at a                     
time. We’ll keep you posted on our discoveries; and be prepared… you may be asked to participate in scientific                   
testing! Our aims throughout the process are to develop knowledge of scientific language and procedures,               
encourage innovation, develop independent project skills,      
present learning clearly and have some fun! 
 

What’s Up In Mihiwaka? 
It’s Week 2 already and a lot is happening…. 
On the Home front! 
We are very proud of William and Elliot who are going to 
Christchurch to represent their football club in a competition.  Ava 
has a new chihuahua puppy called Timmy.  Shay found a trout in 
his swamp and Josh has a new silver tooth.  Keita, Robert and 
Penelope have all had haircuts and look stunning. The children 
also want to let you know that Ed Sheeran and Bruno Mars are 
coming to New Zealand. 
On the Learning Front! 
This term the children are researching Matter and are reading 
other science based topics. Here is some of their learning they would like to share: 

 
From Reading….. 
Ketia: The birds can warn the crocodiles of danger and the crocodiles 
help keep the birds safe from predators. 
Elliot: The Thresher Sharks tail is 3 times bigger than its body. 
William: A smile uses 15 muscles, a frown uses 40 muscles and walking 
uses 200 muscles. 
Robert: We are researching NZ birds. Keas eat trampers food, their 
packs and bits of cars.  
From Topic….. 
Taylah: Matter is everything around you. Gas, liquids and solids are 
matter. 
 Lara: Everything is made up of 
atoms. 

Otto: Atoms are microscopic particles. 
Bea: Water is matter and it can be a solid, liquid or gas. 
Naomi and the scientists.  

 

Mopanui 
In Mopanui we started learning about our science topic, for the term, which is Matter.               
We have looked at solids, liquids and gases. As part of the unit we had to draw/explain                 
what a Scientist looks like. The photos are pictures of Scientists and our Science wall.               
We have started our Dance unit and we are learning a dance to share at assembly next                 
week. Today we had Amadeo from Otago Museum come along and show us cool              
science experiments. Elayna is in the photograph being a Scientist’s Assistant! 
Bex and Mopanui  


