
 
10   August   2017 

Kia   ora   koutou, 
 
What   is   Student   Agency? 
As a school we are taking the �me to develop Student Agency - Student Agency refers to empowering students through                    
curriculum approaches that; engage them, are respec�ul of and seek their opinions, give them opportuni�es to feel                 
connected to school life, promote posi�ve and caring rela�onships between all members of the school community,                
promote   well   being   and   focus   on   the   whole   student.  
 
As part of this approach I gave the whole school a choice last week about whether they wanted to be involved in Kapa                       
Haka or not. This gave tamariki the opportunity to make their own decision. As a result I will now be working with a                       
Kapa   Haka   group   of   around   30   children.      This   Kapa   Haka   group   will   be   performing   at   PolyFest   later   this   term. 
 
New   Modern   Learning   Space 
Plans are well underway for our new Modern Learning Space. We will be refi�ng our current library into a learning                    
kitchen. This will be a great learning space for children to develop cooking skills and will be even be�er for our budding                      
Master   Chef   compe�tors   in   Term   4.      It   is   hoped   that   work   will   begin   on   this   project   later   this   term. 
 
Parent   Support 
If any parents or grandparents would like to come into school and read with children we would appreciate it. There are                     
also odd jobs we would be grateful for help with such as filing and re-labelling reading books, lamina�ng resources etc.                    
Pop   in   -   we   would   love   to   see   you! 
 
Swimming   Account   Term   3 
Following on from our Health consulta�on last year, you may remember that if we did swimming for 2 terms a year that a                       
transport cost for one of those terms would be allocated to parents. Our wonderful PTA have agreed to pay $1500                    
towards   the   transport   for   Term   3,   which   means   the   cost   to   parents   will   be   $10   instead   of   $32   -    THANK   YOU   PTA!! 
 
Cross   Country   Tuesday   15   August 
A reminder that we will have our East Otago Cross Country next week. If you are going to a�end and are able to                       
transport   some   children   please   let   me   know. 
Nga   mihi 
Stacey 

MOPANUI   ASSEMBLY   TOMORROW   -   2.30PM 
 

 
 
TERM   3      DATES 
Monday’s Swimming   -   leave   school   at   11.20am 
Tuesday   15   August East   Otago   Cross   Country  
Tuesday   15   August Board   Mee�ng   6pm 
Friday   1   September Mihiwaka   Assembly 
11-14   September Senior   Ski   Camp  
Friday   22   September Kapuka   Assembly  
Friday   29   September Last   day   of   Term   3 

 

PTA   NEWS 
Have   you   ever   wondered   where   all   the   PTA   money   goes   from   the   sausage   sizzles   and   the   quiz   nights   and   all   the   other 
fund   raising   we   do   throughout   the   year?Here   is   the   list   of   dona�ons   we   made   to   the   school   in   the   year   2016   -2017: 

Classroom   Rugs  $308.69 Chromebooks $2000.00 



Ski   Camp $965.78 Mathle�cs $833.18 

Adver�sing   for   Eco   Run $57.82 Futsal $174.00 

As   you   can   see   we   fund   a   range   of   ac�vi�es   and   resources   throughout   the   school,   from   sports   teams   to   classroom 
resources,   camps   and   computers.   Without   the   hard   work   and   organisa�on   of   the   PTA   this   wouldn’t   be   possible,   with 
either   the   children   missing   out   or   parents   needing   to   contribute   more   financially,   so   please   consider   coming   along   to   the 
next   mee�ng,   the   people   there   are   awesome! 
Ngā   mihi 
Kate 
  

What’s   up   in   Mihiwaka?  
On   the   Home   Front? 

We have two flash new haircuts in our room this week. Elliot and Keita have great new                 
styles.   Sophie   also   has   a   flash   new   image   for   this   term   too. 
Will’s li�le brother Hamish had his first birthday and Mikaela had a party too. Happy               
Birthday   to   you   both. 
The   tooth   fairy   strikes   again   this   term   and   Taylah   now   has   one   tooth   less!  
 

On   The   Learning   Front. 

Maths:  We are focusing on a Times Table Challenge. Here are the            
results for this week. Elliot has nailed his 8 �mes table, Ava her 2              
�mes and Eva passed her 5 �mes. Many of us are close to mastering              
others. Please work on these at home to as they are essen�al for our              
mul�plica�on   and   division   skills   as   well   as   problem   solving. 
Reading:  We have been developing our vocabulary. Keita has used          
mistake for accident and Bea wanted to share that forenoon means           
morning.  
Writing:  Bea is the round bracket queen. She showed us how to use             
them. The crab went for a walk (sideways). They are all bunnies (not             
penguins) . 
From   Naomi   and   the   Maths   Magicians. 

 

Huatea 
Many thanks to the parents of children in Huatea for suppor�ng their child’s learning at school by reading together at                    
home. Research confirms that the home-school connec�on is beneficial to your child’s learning journey. We have been                 
discussing why we read to someone? How we read to someone? What it looks like               
when   we   read   to   someone?  
 
"You   may   have   tangible   wealth   untold  

Caskets   of   jewels   and   coffers   of   gold. 

Richer   than   I   you   can   never   be. 

I   had   a   parent   who   read   to   me." 

h�ps://nzmaths.co.nz/families Here is a link to a video describing how you can            
support   your   child's   learning   in   maths. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nzmaths.co.nz/families


Introducing Cocoa and Charge, these li�le      
buddies keep children company during mat      
�me.  
 
Please email me or feel free to see me in          
the morning and say hello any�me. You are        
always   welcome   :)      Mikaela  

 

 

 

Mopanui 
Our classroom is slowly ge�ng into a rou�ne of smaller numbers in the morning and welcoming the others back in the                     
a�ernoon. We have been enjoying artwork to support our big books as well as using art as a learning experience for                     
wri�ng. Have a look around the classroom as there are a few new art works. In maths we have been looking at skip                       
coun�ng in 10’s as well iden�fying numbers to 100 and beyond. We are really enjoying our math learning and this shows                     
in our enthusiasm for maths. We are really enjoying Powerful Play as well! We had a great experience this morning                    
when Bea came and a�ached casters to our dress up box, we then explored what it was like to push, ride inside the box.                        
This was such a good teamwork and problem solving experience and went from looking at tools, to how we a�ach                    
wheels, the working of the wheels and finished with exploring mo�on...so much learning through playing! Please take a                  
look   at   Seesaw   to   view   the   video   that   goes   with   it. 
As it is quite muddy at the moment (we love to run in the mud as well as slip and slide) please send at least one set of                            
clothes with your child to school in their bag, maybe even a second pair of pants would be helpful as well. We are also in                         
need   of   some   pants/trousers   in   Mopani   spare   clothes   cupboard.   Any   spares   that   you   have   at   home   would   be   welcome. 
 

Kapuka   News 
Breaking News! We have just heard from the Otago Science Fair organisers that 2 of our Kapuka kids won awards at the                      
Science Fair held on Monday at the Otago Museum.  Hazel Ross  won the NZ Ins�tute of Chemistry Award with her                    
‘Limestone Erosion’ project and  Ollie Ashford  won Highly Commended with his ‘Taste on Tongue’ projects. These                
students will be recognised in a ceremony at the St David’s Lecture Theatre on Sunday. Poppy and Tama� achieved                   
highly with their projects which tested, respec�vely, why onions make you cry and what food fish prefer. Whoop                  
whoop!      (Just   a   li�le   excited!)  
The designing of our �ny houses is coming along beau�fully. Here are two of Poppy’s designs, showing her water                   
collec�on system, planter boxes with herbs, a chimney passing through two floors to spread the heat, and hidden                  
features   such   as   a   table   that   comes   up   out   of   the   floor,   allowing   you   put   it   down   when   you   need   more   floor   space. 
  

    
  
We are using Mathle�cs daily in the class and lots of students use it at home. We congratulate Ethan, Fin, Remy, Niila,                      
Luis,   Hazel   and   Sylvia   on   achieving   Mathle�cs   goals. 
And we’re gearing up to persuade our classmates into considering a variety of opinions through our speech wri�ng.                  
Students are researching topics such as equal gender pay, the existence of aliens, advantages and disadvantages of                 



medical progress, and why trophy hun�ng is not OK. I’m looking forward to facilita�ng the discussions that ensue! Have                   
a   lovely   weekend.  
 

Manaaki   Papatuanuku 
This term the empowered students group have been exploring ways to help our school environment as well as our wider                    
community. We have completed several rubbish audits over the last two terms - we have been collec�ng, weighing and                   
sor�ng   rubbish   madly.  
When we completed our first audit we gathered 1.45kgs of rubbish from around the playground. This consisted of                  
mainly   chip   packets,   bar   packets   and   other   snack   type   packing.  
The   next   �me   we   we   gathered   1.43kgs   -   again   consis�ng   of   the   same   types   of   packages. 
Yesterday we went through the same process and we gathered 1.45kgs of rubbish. This �me the majority of the rubbish                    
came   from   the   swamp   area,   which   we   put   down   to   the   flood,   as   well   as   the   playground. 
Most packets that snacks come in can’t go into the yellow lidded bins, so they tend to go into the green bins. This then                        
goes to landfill and doesn’t breakdown. To help reduce the amount of packaging, the Empowered Students group made                  
beeswax   wraps,   which   are   available   at   the   office   for   $2.  

 
 


